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PORCELAINE, PAINTINGS, CLOCKS, 
MILITARIA, WATCHES, JEWELLERY, 
SCRAP GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD, 
HOUSE CLEARANCE & PROBATE PRICING 


9ct Gold bought &9 a gram 
Sovereigns &150 each 
Krugerands &750 each 

66 Nolton Street, Bridgend 
Tel: 01656 667774 
www.welsh-antiques.com 
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New Shop 
Opens... ^ 

01.'ii’.6 795 121 

www.heatthconsoous.org. jk 


FIRST LIBRARY BUDGET IS 

CUT BY 20 PER CENT, NOW... 


Spring Fayre Update... 

Garwnant Centre, Brecon National Park 
Sunday 10th April 2011,11.00am - 4.00pm 
Mercure Holland House, Cardiff City Centre 
Sunday 10th April 2011,11.00am - 4.00pm 
New House Hotel, Cardiff 
Sunday 17th April 2011,11.00am - 4.00pm 
The Parc Hotel, Cardiff City Centre 
Sunday 8th May 2011,11.00am - 4.00pm 
Wales Millennium Centre Exhibition 
Sunday 15th May 2011,11.00am - 4.00pm 
3 Bridal Catwalk Shows - £2.50 Admission 

All events are free admission (excluding Wales Milleimium Centre). 
Welcome bags compliments of House of Fraser at all events. 
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St John s pupils learn about the school s world record attempt. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by KEITH E MORGAN). 


Hi 


School goes for 
scarves record! 

ST John’s School in Portheawl plans to mark 
its 90th anniversary with a world record 
attempt! 

The school has targeted the ‘longest chain of 
scarves ’ record - held by a Beirut group who man¬ 
aged 6,552 metres. 

Working on the basis that an average scarf is one 
metre, the school aims to collect 7,000 - before 
tackling the task of knotting them together! 

The idea was explained to pupils at a recent 
assembly (above) by school governors Jenny 
Saunders and Karen Jones. 
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Wedding 
Fa)n'es 

The Bear Hotel 


Cowbridge 
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Tel. 01446 774814 

This Sunday 
20th March 

11.00am - 4.00pm 


Caerphilly Castle 


Caerphilly 
Tel. 01443 336106 
Next Sunday, 
27th March 
11.00am - 4.00pm 


MAN JAILED AFTER 
TERRIFYING’ WOMEN 
DURING PORTHCAWL 
BETTING SHOP HEIST 


TWO women fled 
in terror into a rear 
office when an ex- 
serviceman carried 
out an armed rob¬ 
bery at the 
Portheawl betting 
office where they 
worked, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

Nicholas James (28) 
of Bridgend was bran¬ 
dishing a knife with a 
six-inch blade and 
was wearing a form of 
disguise with clothing 
covering his face, a 
hooded top, woollen 
hat and a scarf. 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


James was jailed for 
two years eight 
months, after admit¬ 
ting a charge of rob¬ 
bery. 

Recorder Paul 

Hopkins said: “It must 
have been a terrifying 
experience for those 
two women. 

“One of them feared 
for her life and was in 
a state of great shock. 

“This was by any 
standards an extreme¬ 
ly serious offence 
involving the use of a 
weapon, a degree of 


planning, and an 
attempt at a disguise.” 

Prosecutor David 
Thomas said that on 
Thursday, July 15, at 
about 8.20pm when 
business was quiet, 
James walked into the 
Ladbrokes betting 
office in Portheawl. 

He was carrying a 
small holdall and a 
knife. 

Two members of the 
staff, Dawn Young and 
Shirley Passmore were 
cashing up. 

James shouted: 
“Give me the money, 
give me the money.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 12) 


Mystery as 
council axe 
falls on the 
library chief 


MYSTERY sur¬ 
rounds the sudden 
departure last 
week of the man 
who was in charge 
of the library serv¬ 
ice in Bridgend 
county borough. 

Staff working in 
libraries throughout 
the county borough 
were shocked to hear 
at the end of last week 
that John Woods had 
left the council. 

His remit was 
broadened last year to 
include adult learning, 
arts and culture. 

BCBC has refused 
to comment on the 
move for reasons of 
employee confiden¬ 
tiality. 

However, when 
Gareth Moss was 
made redundant last 
year as finance chief, 
a full statement about 
this was released to 
the press. 


REPORT 
by JAYNE 
ISAAC 

We were told that 
he had taken volun¬ 
tary redundancy as his 
post was being delet¬ 
ed. 

The GEM has asked 
the council if Mr 
Woods’ post was 
being deleted in order 
to save money, but has 
received no reply to 
that question. 

The council has 
also failed to confirm 
what his job title was, 
despite two requests 
being made. 

Mr Woods’ depar¬ 
ture comes soon after 
the council agreed to 
make a 20 per cut in 
the libraries’ budget - 
the largest cut of any 
department. 

In the draft budget 
published in 

November, the cut 


being proposed was 
6.5 per cent, which 
was in line with the 
across-the-board cuts 
taking place in most 
departments. 

But when the final 
budget came before 
cabinet in February, 
the cut in libraries was 
increased to 20 per 
cent. 

The Corporate 
Services Scrutiny 
committee, which was 
consulted on this, 
argued that it was a 
“high risk” proposal 
because the cut would 
amount to nearly 22 
per cent, which would 
compromise the coun¬ 
cil’s ability to meet 
Welsh Public Library 
Standards. 

It would also have a 
negative impact on 
public perception of 
the council. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 8) 


If you require any details please email 
Jamie @ eternitywithlove.co.uk 
www.eter11it3nvithIove.co.uk 
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i THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 


MP JOINS OLYMPIANS 
IN FAIRTRADE APPEAL 


We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will {in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


Keeping check on 
counciPs progress 


Do prisoners have 
the right to vote? 


N January this 
year, the Auditor 
General for Wales 
published a new 
report, called the 
Annual Improvement 
Report (AIR) on 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, 
looking at how well it 
is improving its serv¬ 
ices. 

While, in my view, it 
is difficult to determine 
with any certainty who 
or what the intended 
audience was, I am 
informed by one of his 
staff in the Wales Audit 
Office (WAO) that it is 
directed at ‘the citizen’. 

If that is the case then 
all ‘citizens’ should have 
access to it. 

If anyone is interested 
in reading the document, 
they should contact the 
council for a copy, or 
access it online via the 
council’s website. 


In his preamble to the 
AIR, the Auditor 
General says (the WAO) 
wants to find out what 
you think of the services 
the council is providing 
in your area and will be 
giving you an opportuni¬ 
ty to comment in the 
future. 

Why wait if you have 
something significant to 
contribute now? 

The WAO also want¬ 
ed to know whether the 
report gives the informa¬ 
tion needed and whether 
it was easy to under¬ 
stand. 

You can let them know 
your views by emailing 
them to 

info @ wao.gov. uk or 
writing to the Auditor 
General for Wales, 

Wales Audit Ojfice, 24 
Cathedral Road, Cardiff 
CFll 9LJ. 

Chris Howell 
Coychurch 


Rethink recycling 

- call to council 


T hrough 

The GEM’S 
letters’ page, 

I would like to 
thank everyone who 
has completed my 
recent residents’ 
survey, which has 
been distributed to 
the majority of 
households in 
Porthcawl and 
Bridgend. 

The feedback from 
local residents is crucial 
and allows aspiring 
politicians like myself to 
respond to the issues 
which are concerning 
residents. 

Perhaps surprisingly, 
litter has been one of the 
main issues which has 
been raised by residents 
from all over the 
Bridgend constituency. 

One resident, Ian 
Spiller, seems to have 
come up with a pragmat¬ 
ic solution which would 
reduce the litter problem 


which blights some 
streets following weekly 
recycling collections. 

He is urging Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
to switch from using 
open top plastic boxes 
and a blue bag to three 
different coloured 
biodegradable bags 
which can be tied to pre¬ 
vent litter from being 
blown around our 
streets, parks, woodlands 
and rivers. 

The bill to clear up lit¬ 
tering and fly tipping is 
creeping up, already 
costing Welsh taxpayers 
£2.5 million every year 
and rising. 

I would urge Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
to examine their recy¬ 
cling policy to ensure 
that the current regime 
doesn’t have an unneces¬ 
sarily destructive impact 
on the environment. 

Alex Williams 
(Welsh Conservative 
Assembly Candidate, 
Bridgend) 


Too late to vote? 


W E recently received a leaflet 
from members of the Vale 
Labour group on the Vale 
Council, informing tenants to be cautious 
about the way we vote concerning the 
possible transfer of council-owned prop¬ 
erties to the newly-formed Heritage 
Coast HA, if the balloted tenants choose 
to. 

What annoyed me is that these were sent out 
after the ballot had been sent to tenants. Why, if 
they were looking after tenants interests, did they 
leave it so late to take action? 

It seems little action was taken by the Vale 
Labour party to influence the vote and this warning 
letter was just tokenism. 

PH Jones 


HE Vale MP 
Mr Alun 
Cairns states 
in last week’s GEM 
that it is “simply 
wrong” to allow 
prisoners the right 
to vote - he seems 
very sure of the 
moral high ground. 

Had he stated that it 
was “simply wrong” to 
kill, steal or commit 
adultery, it might be 
regarded as a less sub¬ 
jective judgment. 

As a Christian, how¬ 
ever, I cannot agree that 
it is wrong to encourage 
prisoners to take an 
interest in society. 


We believe in the for¬ 
giveness of sins and, 
while it may be neces¬ 
sary to place criminals 
in temporary confine¬ 
ment in order to prevent 
them from committing 
further crimes, the gov¬ 
ernment should be 
devoting its efforts to 
finding ways of discour¬ 
aging them from resum¬ 
ing a life of crime when 
they are released. 

Making them feel that 
they no longer have any 
part in society is not an 
effective way of achiev¬ 
ing that goal. 

(Name and address 
supplied) 



POPPY APPEAL 
CHAMPIONS 

T he Royal British Legion would 
like to thank the people of 
Bridgend for helping with the 
Poppy Appeal. 

Thanks to their help, we have won a Cup for the 
highest percentage in donations to the Poppy 
Appeal. 

Asda in Bridgend won the cup for the most 
donations raised by a supermarket, achieving a 
grand total of £6,535. 

Mr AJ Reekie, Bridgend 


Action- packed 
diary for guild! 



THE Porthcawl 
Townswomen’s 
Guild chairman 
Diana Richardson 
welcomed members 
to the March meet¬ 
ing. 

A report was given 
regarding the exhibition 
of arts and crafts in 
Cardiff. 

Our entries in the 
competition section did 
well and we came home 
with one first prize and 
one third. 

We are now busy 
working and planning 
for another exhibition in 
the year 2012 to coin¬ 
cide with the Olympics 
and the Queen’s dia¬ 
mond jubilee. 

We are also planning 
a river cruise from 
Tewkesbury, weather 
permitting of course. 

We have all been 
asked to help make 
Wales green by switch¬ 
ing off our lights on 


LEFT: 

The picture 
shows last 
year’s 
president, 
Peggy Vince, 
receiving 
flowers from 
this year’s 
president, her 
sister Gwen 
Watts! 

March 27 between 
8.30pm and 9.30pm. 

The usual business 
was voted on and then 
speaker Betty Smith 
entertained us with a 
speech on ‘never a dull 
moment’ - and there 
were certainly no dull 
moments in the history 
of her teaching life! 

At 94 years old, she is 
a credit to all women 
and a great ambassador 
for townswomen every¬ 
where. 

The chairman thanked 
all her officers and com¬ 
mittee members for their 
work over the year in 
making Porthcawl 
Townswomen’s Guild 
run smoothly. 

The next meeting will 
be on April 13 in All 
Saints Church Hall at 
2pm. The speaker will 
be Mr Alan Underhill, 
who will be telling us all 
about department stores. 

FREDA RODGER 



PORTHCAWL LIONS CLUB 


Promotion for 
Larry the Lion! 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
has joined Fairtrade 
ambassador and 
five time Olympic 
gold medaUist, Sir 
Steve Redgrave, in 
Parliament, in a bid 
to break the record 
for the world’s 
longest bunting. 

She said that the world 
record attempt is to mark 
this year’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight and to highlight 
the Fairtrade 

Foundation’s ‘Great 
Cotton Stitch-Up’ cam¬ 
paign - a drive to end 
unfair European cotton 
subsidies. 

The final bunting will 
be displayed on World 
Fairtrade Day, May 14. 

The MP commented: 
“It is scandalous that 
West African farmers, 
who earn less than $1 a 
day, cannot use their 
farming skills to trade 


their way out of poverty. 
From support given to 
Fairtrade in the Bridgend 
constituency, I know 
trade justice is something 
residents really care 
about; therefore I am 
proud to be backing 
Fairtrade this fortnight 
and their bid to break the 
bunting record. 

“Behind this campaign 
is a serious message to 
end unfair European cot¬ 
ton subsidies and to make 
trade fair. That’s why I 
am supporting this bid, so 
we can help some of the 
poorest cotton farmers in 
the world make a decent 
living from their work. 

“I also attended a 
Fairtrade coffee morning 
at Trinity Church, 
Porthcawl, and have been 
really impressed by local 
activities to support 
Fairtrade Fortnight,” she 
concluded. 


MANY congratula¬ 
tions go to Porthcawl 
Lion Larry Pearce, 
who has been adopted 
as the new district 
governor for Lions 
District 105 W. 

This area extends 
across south Wales and 
also over the Seven 
Bridge, so Larry will 
have much travelling to 
do visiting all the clubs. 

Porthcawl Lions 
would wish Larry and 
his wife Julie a most 
successful year of office. 

This Saturday and 
Sunday (March 19-20) 
once again the 
Porthcawl Lions book 
sale will take place at 
the Seabank Hotel, It 
opens at 10am and 
admission is free. 


MAESTEG Town 
Council has refused 
to waive the charges 
for hiring out a room 
at the council offices 
for the use of census 
collectors in the town. 

A request was made 
from the Census Co¬ 
ordinator for the use of 
the community room for 
four Wednesdays for two 
hours each time. 

They will start work 
on April 6. 

The letter asked for 
the charge to be waived 
as other town and com¬ 
munity councils were 
providing facilities free 
of charge. 

But Coun Terry 
Mizen said that the 


Any golfers who wish 
to put a team into the 
Porthcawl Lions chari¬ 
ty golf day on Friday, 
June 10, are asked to 
telephone Tony Jones 
on 01656 742895. This 
year, the charities to 
benefit will be 
Heronsbridge School, 
Bridgend, the 

Porthcawl branch of 
RNLI, and GLAZE, the 
prostate cancer charity 
based at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

Teams of four (entry 
fee £130) should have 
an excellent day’s golf 
at the Grove with coffee 
on arrival and a won¬ 
derful buffet meal on 
completion of the 
round. 

DAVID RICHARD 


council had an obliga¬ 
tion to raise funds from 
the use of the building in 
view of the large sum of 
money spent on refur¬ 
bishing it. 

He said it was part of 
the council’s remit to 
increase income to offset 
the running costs of the 
offices. 

“This is a national 
organisation and I see no 
reason not to charge. We 
are having fees from 
everybody else.” 

The charge for each 
session will be £10, 
making a total of £40. 
The cost of organising 
the census is likely to be 
about £500m. 


Census costs: 

NO DEAL! 


ART SOCIETY 

THE Cowbridge Art Society meets today 
(March 17) at 7pm in Old Hall, High Street, 
when the opening competition for the Keith 
James trophy takes place. This year the subject 
is Shadows and will be adjudicated by Lloyd 
Rowe. 

On March 24 (also at Old Hall) the Society 
welcomes Tess Cooling, who will give a talk and 
practical on using the written word in paintings. 

Non-members are welcome to attend both 
meetings. 


WI banner is 
rededicated in 
church service 

IMYNYDD CYNFFIG WI NEWS 


ST THEODORE’S 
Church, Kenfig Hill, 
recently held a serv¬ 
ice of rededication 
of the WI banner. 

Many members of the 
branch were present and 
were joined by members 
of neighbouring WIs, 
and federation president, 
Mrs Pam Dinham. 

Together, we celebrat¬ 
ed the 60th anniversary 
of Mynydd Cynffig WI 
and reflected on the 
place of the WI in 
today’s society. 

Father Jonathan 
Durley led the service, 
after which refreshments 
were served. 

The March meeting 
was held at Pisgah 
Chapel vestry when 
branch president Mrs 
Margery Goode wel¬ 
comed 36 members. 

She thanked Mrs 
Enid Rymer for all her 
work in holding a 
branch coffee morning 
at her home on March 3 
- an event that was very 
well attended. 

The speaker was Mr 


Bill Lee, who had 
planned to speak about 
Cardiff Castle but due to 
technical difficulties, a 
change of subject was 
needed and he enter¬ 
tained members with 
amusing anecdotes 
around the Royal 
Tournament. 

During his service in 
the RAF, Mr Lee had 
been involved in the 
organisation of this 
event. Mrs Margaret 
Phillips gave the vote of 
thanks and refreshments 
were served. 

Diary dates 

March 15 at Pyle Life 
Centre, a Scrabble after¬ 
noon will be held. 

March 22 and 29, 
interest groups meet. 

March 29 some mem¬ 
bers will take part in the 
Federation Walk in the 
Porthcawl area. 

Anyone needing more 
information regarding 
Mynydd Cynffig WI 
should contact Mrs 
Maureen Crewe on 
01656 749070. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 24) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

17 Thur 

04.09 

8.7 

16.43 

8.9 

18 Fri 

05.02 

9.5 

17.29 

9.7 

19 Sat 

05.50 

10.2 

18.09 

10.3 

20 Sun 

06.33 

10.6 

19.00 

10.7 

21 Mon 

07.20 

10.8 

19.42 

10.6 

22 Tues 

08.01 

10.5 

20.21 

10.3 

23 Wed 

08.44 

10.2 

20.59 

9.9 

24 Thur 

09.24 

9.7 

21.39 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 


f^ebooli 


www.facebookcom/gemnews 
www.twitter.com/gem news 






















































Thursday, March 17th, 2011 


www.facebookxom/gemnews • www,twitterxom/gem news 


p 


THE GEM - 3 


‘Serious levels of antisocial behaviour’ 

TIME IS CAllED AS 
MAESTEG PUB IS 
SHUT FOR 10 WEEKS 


THE New 

Hibernian public 
house, Llwydarth 
Road, Maesteg has 
been ordered to 
close for 10 weeks 
due to “repeated 
and serious levels of 
anti-social behav¬ 
iour.” 

A police spokesman 
said this week that evi¬ 
dence presented to a 
special hearing by 
South Wales Police and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council was 
so “overwhelming”, it 


was decided the New 
Hibernian should be 
subject to premises clo¬ 
sure powers under the 
Anti Social Behaviour 
Act. 

This has resulted in 
the pub being closed for 
10 weeks and making it 
an offence for anyone to 
enter the building with¬ 
out prior permission 
from the local authority. 

Safer Bridgend 
Community Safety 
Inspector Steve Rees 
said: “The New 

Hibernian has been the 
focus of a multi-agency 


Kenfig ladies 
lend a helping 
hand to charity 



Left to right, Pam Coates, Carol Richards 
and Brenda Greenwood. Pam and Brenda are 
members of the Kenfig Hill Women ’s Institute. 


MEMBERS of Kenfig 
Hill Women’s 
Institute have been 
busy with a variety of 
fundraising activities 
for the ‘Healing The 
Wounds’ charity, 
which works to fund 
treatment of PTSD 
(Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder) in 
Wales. 

The WI presented a 
cheque for £400 to 
Carol Richards, co¬ 
founder and secretary of 
‘Healing The Wounds’. 

The presentation took 
place at the weekly 
meeting of the WI at 
Greenfield Terrace, 


North Cornelly. 

Carol Richards said: 
“Healing The Wounds is 
delighted to accept these 
funds raised by the 
ladies from the WI, who 
work hard to donate to 
many deserving chari¬ 
ties in Wales. We are 
extremely grateful to all 
involved.” 

The Healing The 
Wounds charity was set 
up in January 2010 to 
help provide PTSD 
treatment for members 
of the armed forces and 
veterans. It aims to set 
up a Welsh base for the 
treatment of PTSD. 


PACT MEETINGS 

BRYNTIRION. LALESTON & MERTHYR MAWR 
PACT, Laleston Gardening Club, Laleston, today, 
March 17, at 7pm. 

LITCHARD & PEND RE PACT, Lit chard Mission, 
March, 21, at 6pm. 

COYCHURCH LOWER PACT, Williams 
Memorial Hall, Coychurch on Wednesday, March, 
30, at 7pm. 

EELINDRE, HENDRE & PENPRYSG (PEN- 
COED) PACT, Welfare Hall, March 30, at 6.30pm. 
BRACKLA PACT, Brackla Junior School, Brackla 
Way, Brackla, March 31, at 6.30pm . 
COITYPACT, Gilead Chapel Hall, Coity, April 7, 
at 7pm. 

MOREA WILDMILL PACT, Community Hub, The 
Precinct, Wildmill, March 14, at 6.30pm. 
NEWCASTLE PACT, Civic Offices, Angel Street, 
May 3, at 6.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT, The Library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, May 4, at 6.30pm. 
MOREA TOWN, Penybont Primary School, 
Minerva Street on May 16, at 6.30pm. 


campaign following 
complaints about activi¬ 
ties on the premises and 
the behaviour of its cus¬ 
tomers. 

“South Wales Police 
received reports from 
residents and visitors to 
the area that their lives 
have been made a mis¬ 
ery due to the way the 
premises has been man¬ 
aged. 

“Most complaints 
related to underage dis¬ 
cos where blatant 
underage drinking 
resulting in related anti 
social behaviour. 
Rowdiness, vomiting 
and abuse were occur¬ 
ring until late into the 
night. Evidence of 
children as young as 13 
being extremely drunk 
at the premises was also 
introduced. 

“As a result of this 
information, a policing 
operation was put in 
place and the combined 
evidence from numer¬ 
ous officers, residents 
and visitors has been 
used to take joint 
enforcement action 
against the New 
Hibernian. 

“The license is also 
under review but the 
behaviour was so wor¬ 
rying that police offi¬ 
cers felt it essential to 
try and close the prem¬ 
ises as soon as possible. 

“Numerous residents 
provided statements and 
around 20 attended 
court to provide evi¬ 
dence or support. This 
evidence was so over¬ 
whelming that the 
District Judge was satis¬ 
fied all the necessary 
points in law were fully 
met and he closed the 
premises for 10 weeks.” 

Inspector Ralph 
Harris of the Maesteg 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, said: 


“This venue generated 
considerable communi¬ 
ty concern and my staff 
spent a lot of time in the 
area taking details of 
concerns and respond¬ 
ing to incidents. 

“We want this facility 
to be a safe and legal 


FOLLOWING 20 
years of service with 
HM Coastguard at 
Porthcawl, Ian Cole 
was presented with a 
long service medal 
by Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon at 
afunction held at 
the Jolly Sailor in 
Newton. 

During his service as 
a volunteer Coastguard 
in the town, Ian has 
been the station officer 
since September 1995. 
He was joined on his 
evening of celebration 
by his Porthcawl and 
Cardiff Sector 


one and will work with 
the owners to ensure 
they put in place the 
measures, managers and 
staff needed to offer a 
robust, professional 
service to the whole 
community of 

Maesteg.” 


Coastguard colleagues, 
the RNLI, as well as his 
family and friends. 

Ian commented: 

“This is a great honour, 
not only for myself and 
my family, but also for 
the station and town of 
Porthcawl. I am sup¬ 
ported by my wonderful 
family, whose support 
has been marvellous 
over the years, and by a 
superb team of 
Coastguards whose 
commitment and profes¬ 
sionalism make 
Porthcawl Coastguard a 
team the whole town 
should be proud of” 


Coastguard is 
thanked after 20 
years of service 



Ian Cole being presented with his long service 
medal by Madeleine Moon MP. 
(Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 


Rest Bay ‘jewel’ gets 
management boost 


NEW management 
arrangements have 
been agreed for one 
of the “jewels of the 
south Wales coast¬ 
line”. 

BCBC has agreed to 
enter into an agreement 
with landowner Richard 
Knight to look after land 
at Rest Bay, Porthcawl. 

A report to cabinet 
stated that Rest Bay is 
widely recognised as 
one of the council’s 
“jewels in the crown” as 
far as tourism is con¬ 
cerned. 

The management 
agreement will result in 
an improved environ¬ 
ment and a safer recre¬ 
ational asset. 

Tourism is worth 
£246m a year to the local 


economy, supporting 
4,238 jobs. 

More than £3.5m visi¬ 
tors are attracted to the 
area each year. 

Rest Bay holds a blue 
flag and one of the con¬ 
ditions of that status is 
that on-going manage¬ 
ment of the area us 
effective. 

In 2000, the Rest Bay 
Management Group was 
set up and the council 
has been informally 
managing the area since 
then in order to retain the 
Blue Flag status. 

But this informal 
arrangement leaves the 
council vulnerable to 
losing the Blue Flag sta¬ 
tus and a formal agree¬ 
ment would put in place 
a more accountable sys¬ 
tem of management. 


Rest Bay has seen a 
massive growth in water 
sports over the past 
decade and the new pol¬ 
icy will manage the 
beach more effectively 
so that the right balance 
is struck between these 
recreational activities 
and the needs of conser¬ 
vation. 

Talks have been tak¬ 
ing place with the 
landowner since 2006 
and legal teams on both 
sides have now drawn 
up the agreement. 

The key aims of the 
agreement are to ensure 
public safety, protect 
amenity land and pre¬ 
vent damage to the envi¬ 
ronment. The council 
will be responsible for 
managing the area. 


MAESTEG COUNCIL 

NEWS ROUND-UP 


Asbestos is ‘low risk’ 
at former Revlon site 


MAESTEG Town 
Council has 

received assurances 
that the former 
Revlon site, which is 
being cleared, rep¬ 
resents a low level 
risk of asbestos pol¬ 
lution. 

The site has been air 
tested and the asbestos 
on site is the least dan¬ 
gerous type. Wet weather 
conditions have also kept 
the site damp. 

These assurances have 
been received by the 
council from BCBC’s 
head of regeneration and 
development after com¬ 


plaints were made by 
councillors about the 
lack of progress on the 
demolition of the factory, 
which is privately 
owned. 

The council is in con¬ 
stant contact with the 
Health and Safety 
Executive and 

Environment Agency 
about this site, as they 
have stronger powers 
than the council to force 
the owners to take action. 

Work on demolishing 
the former Cooper 
Standard factory, on the 
adjacent site, has been 
carried out. This site is 
owned by BCBC and a 
further contamination 


investigation is to be car¬ 
ried out, with grouting of 
the former mine work¬ 
ings also taking place to 
make the site more 
attractive to developers. 

Both factories were 
built on the site of the old 
Oakwood Colliery which 
closed in the 1930s. 


Maesteg road 
schemes go to 
community fund 


MAESTEG Town 
council has decided 
to submit three 
schemes for fund¬ 
ing to BCBC’s 
Town and 
Community 
Council Fund. 

All three are connect¬ 
ed to road safety. They 
are: 

• Installation of a 
pelican crossing on 
Bridgend Road and the 
junction with Mission 
Row to improve safety 
for children attending 
Garth Primary School. 

• Creating a new 
access into Pondmawr 
from St Mary’s Crescent 
for emergency vehicles. 
It would be closed to 
other traffic by 
demountable bollards 
and a swing arm barrier. 

The scheme would 
assist emergency vehi¬ 
cles trying to access 
Pondmawr. 

Access to the estate is 
sometimes difficult 
because of parked cars 


on Pit Street. 

A site meeting is to 
take place with the cabi¬ 
net member for high¬ 
ways, Coun John 
Spanswick. 

• Placing a road 
pinching sign at the 
West Street-School 
Road junction. 

There was a railway 
bridge at this location 
which was removed 
some years ago. 

The streets are very 
steep and there is a haz¬ 
ard especially in bad 
weather with snow and 
ice on the road. 


‘Enforce 
the dog 
poo code’ 

DOG fouling war¬ 
dens are to he asked 
to visit the Maesteg 
Parc Estate after 
residents com¬ 
plained about dog 
poo on the streets. 

Maesteg Town 
Council has now 
installed a litter-dog 
fouling bin at St David’s 
Place on the estate after 
complaints from resi¬ 
dents about dog walkers 
allowing their pets to 
foul. 

Coun Ross Thomas 
said that while the new 
bin was welcome, he 
was concerned about 
irresponsible dog own¬ 
ers in the area creating 
the problem in the first 
place. 

He insisted: “We must 
ask for the enforcement 
wardens to visit this area 
and see the problem for 
themselves. ” 

This was agreed. 



THE ‘Great Poppy 
Party’ weekend, to 
celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of the 
Royal British 
Legion, is being 
marked with events cles and they need a driv- 


in Maesteg. 

These will take place 
over the weekend of June 
10 to 12 and will include 
a coffee morning in 
Central Church, a concert 
in the Royal British 
Legion club and a show 
night on the Sunday. 


‘Engines running 
are dangerous’ 

COMPLAINTS “Leaving the engine 
raised by Maesteg running could mean that 
Town councillors they go out of control and 
, , j . end up hitting other vehi- 

about some drivers cles or even pedestrians.” 
of the recycling lor- Coun Jones said that 
ries leaving their the practice had started 
engines running since manning levels on 
and the cab unat- these lorries were cut 

tended while they - 

. , ... ,, y said that if the drivers 

assist with the col- lorry, all the 

lection are to be recycling has to be col- 
passed onto BCBC. lected by one man, which 
Coun Ian Jones told slows things down, 
councillors that he had Maesteg Town 

had complaints from res- Council is to raise the 
idents about the fact that issue with BCBC after 
the engines are running hearing from police that 
while the drivers are on it is an offence to leave a 
the street collecting the motor vehicle unattended 
recycling. with the engine running. 

Speaking to The A BCBC spokesman 

GEM, he said: “This is said that vehicles which 
potentially very danger- require an engine to stay 
ous. These are large vehi- running in order to power 
machinery are exempt 


er in the cab at all times, from that regulation. 


We are now on 
Twitter -follow us 
@gem_news 
Find us on 
Facebook - just 
search for ‘Gem 
News’ 



{KNIGHTS 

AHealthcare 

RETAIL OURET 
SHOP NOW OPEN 

110% off until 19 March 20111 

Disability & Mobility Aids 

Mon-Fri 9ttm’4.30pm; Sot 9am'1pm 


Unit 50,Vale Business Park, Cowbridge 
Tel: 01446 776253 


www.knightshealthcare.co.uk 
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Kenfig kebab shop 
inspired to help 
tackle Parkinson’s 


CHOIR BRINGS BRAHMS TO 
ALL SAINTS, PORTHCAWL 


ABOVE (Left to right): Rhiannon Llewellyn; 
Edward-Rhys Harry; Mayors consort Carol 
Lowery; Mayor ofPorthcawl, Coun Mary 
Emment-Lewis; Mayoress of Bridgend County 
Borough, Gloria Teasdale; Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough, Coun Colin Teasdale; Jeff 
Howard; Timothy Nelson; Glenn Crooks. 


Work starts on 
£140,000 BMX 
track at Maesteg 


WORK has begun on 
a new £140,000 on a 
new BMX track at the 
site of the former 
Caerau Colliery near 
Maesteg. 

Neighbourhood PCSO 
Rachel Bargery, who has 
been working with other 
community partners to 
help oversee the success¬ 
ful development of the 
new track, said: 
“Everyone is very excit¬ 
ed about this new com¬ 
munity facility, which 
will be a very popular 
addition to the area. As 
the development pro¬ 
gresses we will be carry¬ 
ing out regular patrols to 
make sure the site 


remains safe and secure 
and nobody puts them¬ 
selves in any danger. 

“In addition, we are 
asking members of the 
community to be vigilant 
and to contact us if they 
see anyone behaving in a 
suspicious manner or any 
unusual vehicles in the 
area. 

“If you do see any¬ 
thing suspicious, please 
contact the police imme¬ 
diately on 101 or in an 
emergency call 999,” she 
urged. 

Anyone wishing to get 
involved with the BMX 
track should contact 
Caerau Development 
Trust on 01656 810225. 


COR Bro Ogwr gave a per¬ 
formance of the Brahms 
Requiem at All Saints’ 
Church, Porthcawl, on 
Saturday, March 12 at 
7.30pm. 

The pianists were Glen Crooks 
and Jeff Howard. Glen, and the 


Photographs by 

KEITH E MORGAN 


two soloists were soprano Rhiannon 
Llewelyn and baritone Timothy 
Nelson. The conductor was Edward 
Rhys Harry, 

The evening also featured a selec¬ 
tion of Welsh music. 


RIGHT: 
Peter Williams (left) 
and Ilhan Ersoy of 
Yummies. 


YUMMIES Kebab 
Shop in Kenfig Hill 
is donating £500 to 
support the work of 
Parkinson’s UK - 
the support and 
research charity for 
those affected by 
Parkinson’s in 
Wales and through¬ 
out the United 
Kingdom. 

The owners of 
Yummies have been 
inspired to make the 
donation after seeing the 
effects of Parkinson’s on 
one of their customers, 
Peter Williams. 

Peter was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s two- 
and-a-half years ago at 
the age of 48. 

He had difficulty 
walking, and pain and 
shaking in his right arm. 
What he thought could 
be a trapped nerve actu¬ 
ally turned out to be 
Parkinson’s Disease - a 
condition he knew very 
little about before his 
diagnosis. 

A Parkinson’s UK 
spokeswoman said: 
“Parkinson’s is a pro¬ 


gressive neurological 
condition, for which 
there is no cure at pres¬ 
ent. The symptoms of 
Parkinson’s vary greatly 
from person to person, 
but the most common 
are difficulty controlling 
movement, stiffness, and 
tremor.” 

Peter has first-hand 
experience of just how 
intense the symptoms 
can become in a short 
space of time. He said: 
“Within a year of my 
diagnosis, I could barely 
talk, my speech was 
slurred and nobody 
could understand what I 
was saying. The stiff¬ 
ness and pain I felt, par¬ 
ticularly down my right 


side made moving very 
difficult”. 

Yummies owner, 
Orhan Gumus has seen 
the changes in Peter. He 
said: “We’ve seen the 
effects that Parkinson’s 
has had on Peter. 

“We didn’t know 
much about it before, but 
as we talk to him and 
hear what he is going 
through, it has taught us 
a little about the difficul¬ 
ties he faces”. 

Peter would also like 
to thank all the business¬ 
es and individuals that 
supported a fundraising 
event held at the 
Woodstock Hotel in 
November for 

Parkinson’s UK. 


‘Alcohol ban’ is under 
consideration in Maesteg 


A ban on drinking alcohol 
in the Maesteg town centre 
and in part of Porthcawl is 
being considered. 

Bridgend’s cabinet was told on 
Tuesday that police have asked for 
‘designated public places orders’ 
to be introduced in both 
Porthcawl and Maesteg. 

While the plans for Porthcawl 
have been discussed for some 
time, police have previously resis¬ 
ted requests for such an order 
from Maesteg Town Council, 
arguing that they did not need the 
extra powers such an order would 
confer. 

This move represents a com¬ 
plete change of policy. 

The order gives police powers 
to stop people drinking on the 


streets if they are creating a nui¬ 
sance. They are already in force in 
Bridgend town centre and also in 
Pencoed. 

The report states that the poten¬ 
tial benefits of introducing meas¬ 
ures to control the consumption of 
alcohol includes a reduction in the 
noise nuisance associated with 
intoxication, street fouling and lit¬ 
ter, and an improved public per¬ 
ception of an area. 

A public place order does not 
totally ban drinking in public 
places but gives police the power 
to confiscate alcohol from anyone 
who is causing a nuisance and to 
prosecute those who refuse to stop 
drinking when requested. 

Assessments carried out by 
police reveal that there is a risk of 
continuing alcohol-related prob¬ 


lems in both Porthcawl and 
Maesteg town centres. 

The boundaries of the area to 
be covered by an order are drawn 
wide to prevent the displacement 
of drinking from one part of a 
town to another. 

The area identified by police in 
Porthcawl to be included in the 
order includes the sea front from 
Rest Bay through to Newton and 
all the streets lying south of 
Fulmar Road and New Road. 

In Maesteg, the order should 
cover the town centre and side 
streets, plus other public areas 
including the bus station and rail¬ 
way station. 

Consultation will now take 
place and the outcome reported 
back to the cabinet, which will 
make the final decision. 


Ladies help 
heal wounds 


NEWS FROM NEWTON WI 


THE branch meet¬ 
ing was opened by 
vice-president Ann 
Thomas, who 
informed members 
that our ‘Heal the 
Wounds’ coffee morn¬ 
ing for injured sol¬ 
diers raised more than 
£400! 

The pancake morn¬ 
ing was on March 8, 
when the competition 
was won by Sylvia 
Mansley. 

After the business 
meeting, Porthcawl 
vet Corrine Wild gave 
a talk on her native 


New Zealand and its 
wildlife. 

The members were 
shocked to learn that 
there are four million 
people there and 
30,000,000 sheep! 

Anyone interested 
in coming along to the 
next meeting will be 
most welcome. 

We meet on the 
first Wednesday of the 
month at Gilgal 
Baptist Church, 
Woodland Avenue. 

For information, 
contact Rosemary on 
01656 783772. PT 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough? 


Miss Gillian Healey - 16 
Tre Newydd, Kenfig Hill, 
Bridgend - Cut back 
branches of overhanging 
trees. 

Home Retail Group - 10 
Brackla Street Centre, 
Bridgend - Internally illu¬ 
minated projecting signs. 
Mr Jonathan Watts - Spar 
store, Brackla Way, 
Brackla - Single internally 
illuminated fascia sign. 

Mrs H Dost - 126 John 
Street, Porthcawl - 
Proposed change of use 
from existing print shop to 
pizza sales outlet. 

Cefn Cribbwr Royal British 
- Old Ambulance Hall 
site, Bedford Road, Cefn 
Cribbwr - Outline applica¬ 
tion for residential develop¬ 
ment (2 dwellings) with 
access off Bedford Road. 
Mr K A Harris - 9 Heol 


Las, North Cornelly - Two 
storey extension to rear 
with balcony. 

Mrs C Stewart - 20 
Llwydarth Cottages, 
Maesteg - Single storey 
extension to side/front of 
property to provide bed¬ 
room and shower room. 

Mr Simon Norris - 30 
Northways, Porthcawl - 
Single storey side extension 
for sun room. 

Mr Alan Purdue - 33 
Georgian Way, Brackla - 
New conservatory to rear to 
replace existing. 

Mr Cian Feasey - 23 
Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend - Convert vacant 
hair salon into a tattoo and 
body piercing studio. 
Maesteg Celtic Bowling 
Club - Garth Welfare 
Park, Bridgend Road, 
Garth - Single storey 


extension to provide storage 
and enlarge home dressing 
room. 

Mr M Woodland - 63 
Hendre Road, Pencoed - 
Detached garage. 

Mr and Mrs S Balmont - 34 
The Hollies, Brackla - 
Two storey extension to 
existing house. 

Mr T Patel - Blandy 
Stores, 1 Blandy Terrace, 
Ogmore Vale - Single 
storey extension to front of 
existing shop premises. 

Mr Edward Jones - 1 Pant 
Cottage, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin - Two storey 
extension (resubmission of 
P/10/205/FUL). 

Mr Steven Magill - 31 
Preswylfa Court, 

Bridgend - Rear single 
storey conservatory. 

Mr Lilly Beth Gifford - 
Briary Wood, Briary Way, 


Brackla - New extension 
for hydrotherapy pool for 
disabled person, install lift 
and new WC and internal 
alterations. 

SIS (Ladbrookes) - Unit 4, 
Brackla Street Centre, 
Bridgend - Installation of 
84cm painted light grey 
satellite dish. 

BCBC Childrens 
Directorate - Ynysawdre 
Swimming Pool, Heol-yr- 
Ysgol, Tondu - New CHP 
unit and metal fence to 
north elevation of existing 
swimming pool. 

Mr B Evans - 7 Priory 
Avenue, Bridend - Erect 
timber fence and railings to 
front boundary, height 
varies from 1.6m to 2.0m. 
Mr Alec Morris - 22 
Pwllcarn Terrace, 
Blaengarw - Demolish sin¬ 
gle storey extension and 


construct two storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Mr R Lachetta - 14 
Highbury Crescent, Cefn 
Glas - Single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Pontycymmer Bowls Club 

- Bowls Pavillion, 
Gwaunbant Bowling 
Green, Pontycymmer - 

Free standing conservatory 
type structure to eastern 
side of pavilion. 

Mr D C Malpas - 7 
Redlands Close, Pencoed 

- First floor extension. 
MrASvirski-48 High 
View, Bridgend - 
Extension to ground floor to 
create lounge and utility 
with attached garage off, 
dormers to front and rear, 
and parking. 

Mrs D M Small - 10 Helig 
Fan, Kenfig Hill - Provide 
car hardstanding and 


crossover, handrail and 
access ramp. 

Mr Alun D Yokes - Plot 
adj 19 Bettws Road, 
Brynmenyn - New 
dwelling and garage 
(rebuild). 

Mr Paul Troakes - Land at 
Carreg Llwyd, Brodlands 

- Site access and two 
detached dwellings, affect¬ 
ing footpath 2 Laleston. 

Mr Roberts - 4 Plousane 
Road, Pencoed - 
Edwardian style conservato¬ 
ry to rear of dwelling. 

Mr S Gibbins - 5 Oak Tree 
Drive, Porthcawl - New 
two storey extension to side 
of existing dwelling. 

Mrs I Smith - Joinery, 
Tremains Road, Bridgend 

- 3 no. apartment units with 
3 no. 1 bed units in each 
block. 

Mr Jonathan Goodhead - 


Nantymoel Farm, Garon 
Terrace, Nantymoel - 

Conversion of former milk¬ 
ing parlour to granny 
annexe. 

J P Property Maintenance - 
Land off New Street, 
Pantygog, Pontycymmer - 

4 no. dwellings (application 
for approval of reserved 
matters). 

Mr H Lewis - Lower 
Danygraig Farm, Elder 
Drive, Porthcawl - Change 
of use of existing annexe 
from residential to holiday 
let (no changes to existing 
building). 

Compute (Bridgend) Ltd - 
31-37 Caroline Street, 
Bridgend - Refurb and alts 
to existing building with 
new 3 storey extension to 
no. 31-35, demolish and 
rebuild no.37. 
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Some of the organising team from the town council - including the ^Mayor’s Bears*. 


Porthcawl pancake tossers are out on the 
village green for an afternoon of great fun! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 

THERE was an excellent turnout when 
Porthcawl Town Council organised its 
annual pancake race, once again on 
Newton Green. 

Congratualations go to the winning team, 
named ‘We Ain’t Fit’ - who beat ‘Matt 
Marathons’ into second place, with ‘Syrup’ 
coming home in third. 

The winning teams received their medals 
and trophies from the Mayor of Porthcawl, 
Conn Mary Emment-Lewis. 





ABOVE: In second place were Matt Marathons. 


ABOVE: The winning team, ‘We Ain’t Eit* with the mayor and assorted furry friends. 
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‘TRADERS CLOSING TOO EARLT 

ACCORDING TO COMPLAINTS 

Council rethink on 
Maesteg market’s 
hours of opening 

REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 



Lions club are out on the 
streets for Marie Curie 


ABOVE: A very successful street collection by Porthcawl Lions Club 
recently raised £700 for Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

Representing the charity at the cheque presentation, which took place at the Hi-Tide 
Inn, are Leslie Sarginson, a Marie Curie nurse, and administrator Lyn Woodyatt. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by MALCOLM NUGENT). 

TIDY TOWNS’ WORK BOOSTS 
LOCAL ALLOTMENT HOLDERS 



THE opening hours 
at Maesteg Market 
are being reviewed 
by Bridgend 

County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
after complaints 
that the traders are 
closing up too early. 

The original com¬ 
plaint was raised by 
Maesteg Town Council 
after the market closed 
early on the Saturday of 
their Father Christmas 
parade, when hundreds 
of people were in town. 

Initially, the council 
was told by BCBC that 
the market was due to 
stay open until 4.30pm 
each day, but it has now 
been stated that the posi¬ 
tion is complicated, 
because different traders 
had different leases 
which say different 
things. 

A special meeting was 
called by the town coun¬ 
cil, attended by town 
and borough councillors, 
plus representatives of 
the market traders. But 
nobody was present 
from either BCBC’s 
property section or 
regeneration unit. They 
sent apologies. 

In a letter to the town 
council, the property 


A COWBRIDGE 
congregation paid a 
fond farewell to a 
member of the local 
clergy recently, 
after he was 
appointed to a new 
parish. 

A thanksgiving for 
Rev Julian Jenkins’ 
ministry over the past 
five years was held in 
Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge. 

A ‘bring and share’ 
buffet of sweet and 
savoury food, followed 
by soft drinks and wine 


manager stated that 
attempts had been made 
by the markets manager 
to get stalls to open later, 
especially in these diffi¬ 
cult economic times. 

But BCBC inherited a 
“less than ideal” situa¬ 
tion, where there are 
three or four different 
leases in existence 
which makes consistent 
management difficult. 
Some are allowed to 
close earlier than others. 

The council is hoping 
that the traders will 
come to a consensus on 
this, as all are affected 
by early closure of some 
of the stalls, but BCBC 
said that the stall holders 
are not a cohesive group 
and have difficulty 
agreeing among them¬ 
selves. 

Some traders have 
asked for half day clos¬ 
ing on Wednesdays to be 
scrapped and for the 
market to remain open, 
but again BCBC inherit¬ 
ed an historic situation 
where the market has 
always closed on a 
Wednesday, and it is on 
this basis that the current 
caretaker is employed. 

BCBC is going to 
change this later in the 


was provided by mem¬ 
bers of the congrega¬ 
tion, who were able to 
mingle in the more 
open meeting area that 
has now been created 
at Holy Cross. 

Rev Julian has been 
appointed to the Parish 
of Llandyfodwg and 
Cwmogwr in Bridgend 
county borough. 

He will be inducted at 
a service in St David’s 
Church, Wyndham, on 
Monday, March 21, at 
7.30pm. All are wel¬ 
come. 


year when he retires and 
will bring in different 
working hours, better 
suited to the needs of a 
modern market. 

However, the council 
is stating that it does not 
have the budget to 
implement these 

changes at the moment. 
If traders want 
Wednesday opening 
before then, they may 
have to pay increased 
charges to cover the 
overtime costs for the 
caretaker. 

The council is consid¬ 
ering serving notice on 
the current traders and 
introducing a new lease 
for everyone, which 
would have the same 
opening and closing 
times which all traders 
should adhere to. 

The impending rede¬ 
velopment of the out¬ 
door market makes this 
an opportune time to 
make the necessary 
changes. The council 
will be writing to all 
traders shortly, once it 
has had advice from the 
council’s legal depart¬ 
ment. 

Marcelle Humphreys, 
who is chairman of the 
traders association, dis- 


THE Tidy Towns 
environmental 
improvement 
scheme is to contin¬ 
ue in Bridgend 
county borough. 

But the funding avail¬ 
able from the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
is being cut to £50,000 
for the new financial 
year. 

The scheme was 
launched three years ago 
across Wales and BCBC 
has received funding of 
£122,000 a year. 

The council decided 
to use its own workforce 
to carry out environmen¬ 
tal improvements 


puted some of the infor¬ 
mation given by BCBC 
to the town council. 

She said that some 
traders wanted to stay 
open later on the Father 
Christmas Saturday 
because of all the extra 
people in town but were 
refused. She said traders 
were disappointed with 
the attitude of officers 
within the property 
department at BCBC. 

She said that most of 
the traders wanted to be 
open at the same time, 
operating their business¬ 
es full time, to maximise 
the potential customer 
footfall. 

She claimed that 
traders had made sug¬ 
gestions to BCBC about 
how to make the market 
more attractive and 
inviting, but they had 
been rejected. 

Queries have also 
been put to the council 
through the traders asso¬ 
ciation, but no responses 
are being received. 

The borough mem¬ 
bers present at the meet¬ 
ing - Couns Steve 
Smith, Mai Reeves, Don 
Buttle, Ken Hunt and 
Keith Edwards, have 
promised to take up the 
matters raised by the 
traders with officers. 


instead of giving grants 
to other bodies but this 
approach has now been 
recognised as good prac¬ 
tice. 

Staffing will be 
reduced to two in line 
with the cuts in funding. 
Further cuts are to be 
made in future years but 
the council has not yet 
been told by how much. 

The Tidy Towns ini¬ 
tiative created partner¬ 
ships with other organi¬ 
sations, including town 
and community coun¬ 
cils, who also put in 
funding to carry out 
environmental improve¬ 
ment work. 


TENANTS of plots 
on the picturesque 
Newton Church 
allotments are cele¬ 
brating this month, 
thanks to the Tidy 
Towns group. 

Access across the site 
and to the lower area has 
been significantly 
improved under the Tidy 
Towns joint initiative 
between Keep Wales 
Tidy and Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

With Welsh Office 
funding, the groups pro¬ 
vide time and expertise 
to achieve the aim of 
improving our local 


WORK on extending 
the community route 
from Caerau to 
Maesteg should last 
20 weeks, town 
councillors have 
been told. 

The work is being car¬ 
ried out by contractors 
Nuttalls, appointed by 
BCBC. The scheme 
includes providing a 
route for cyclists and 
pedestrians between 
Maesteg Comprehensive 
School and Caerau, plus 
improving links into the 
town centre. 

MAESTEG Town 

Council is to make a 
donation of £100 to the 
Kidney Wales 

Eoundation. 

The charity asked the 
town council to organise 
a Walk for Life on 
Sunday March 27, but 
that date is already set 
for the annual Walk for 
Alex event in Maesteg in 
memory of Alex Collins. 
A PROPOSAL to create 
a walkway from the side 
of the Llynfi Road sur¬ 
gery though the car 
park to the top deck of 
shops will be discussed 
at the next council. 
Coun Ian Jones made 
the request. 


environment. The volun¬ 
teers, with copious help 
from the plot holders, 
managed to remove 
three tonnes of rubbish 


EENCING around the 
play area at Station 
Street has still not been 
repaired, despite a 
request being sent to 
BCBC some time ago, 
Coun Ian Jones told the 
council. 

Members agreed to ask 
local borough members 
Don Buttle and Colin 
Teesdale to look into it. A 
request has also been 
made by residents for a 
litter bin at this location. 
THE old blast furnace 
at the side of the Sports 
Centre, which is a 
scheduled ancient mon¬ 
ument, has become 
overgrown and needs to 
be cleaned up, accord¬ 
ing to Coun Ian Jones. 

Maesteg Town 

Council heard that the 
site had been taken over 
from the council by 
Tesco and it was agreed 
to write to the company 
about this matter. 

Coun Terry Mizen 
added that the road lead¬ 
ing to the Tesco Store 
from Castle Street was 
covered in litter and was 
in a terrible state. 

This is a private road 
owned by Tesco and it 
was also decided to ask 
the company to clean 
this up. 


and several tonnes of 
stones, with many 
tonnes of top soil being 
reallocated to the neigh¬ 
bouring plots. 

With the areas clear 
for the first time for 
more than 30 years, 120 
metres of new pathways 
were constructed. 

Less than two weeks 
later, nearly two thirds 
of the site had much 
improved access routes 


SKER WI met on 
March 10 at St 
David’s Church Hall 
when president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed 51 members 
and thanked those 
who supported the 
pancake evening on 
March 7. 

This social event was 
enjoyed by members 
and friends, who 
played bingo, took part 
in a beetle drive and 
ate pancakes. The 
event was a success, 
and the proceeds were 
given to Porthcawl 
RNLI. 

Sker darts team 
played in the GFWI 
tournament at 

Llanharry on February 
19. 

The team did not win 
the tournament, but 
won three games out of 
five, and a member of 
the team, Margaret 


and many lucky tenants 
had their plots’ areas 
increased by more than 
10 percent. 

A spokesman said: 
“The keen produce 
growers are all very 
grateful for the new 
improvements and are 
hoping that the improved 
site will lead to many 
more successes in their 
annual show this 
September.” 


Scanlon, achieved the 
highest score throwing 
three darts. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Mr 
Charles, who gave a 
computer-aided talk on 
diamonds. 

The illustrations 
were most interesting 
and made members 
realise the difficulties 
faced when mining 
diamonds, and how the 
cutting of the stones 
added to the expense of 
that much-treasured 
diamond ring. 

Next month’s meet¬ 
ing will be on April 14, 
when Mr Phillip 
Davies will talk on 
‘Funny Wills’. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact the secre¬ 
tary, Cynthia Sidey, on 
01656 786218. 



ABOVE: Rev David Boult, Canon Derek Belcher, Rev Julian Jenkins, 
Rev Norman Williams and Mr Howard Perks at Holy Cross Church. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK). 


Minister makes 
a short journey 
to a new parish 


Scheme funding 
to be reduced 


Maesteg Town 
Council 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pancakes and 
beetles, darts 
and diamonds! 

I NEWS FROM THE SKER WI | 
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RECORD CROWDS 
AT LIONS’ CHARITY 
BOOK BONANZA! 


BRIDGEND Lions 
Charity Book Fair, 
now in its 17th year, 
continues to go from 
strength-to-strength 
with record atten¬ 
dances over the 
three days this year. 

Spokesman Henry 
Trimlett reported: “The 
decision to reduce all 
paperback and hardback 
novels to £1 each proved 
very popular with visi¬ 
tors and certainly made 
life easier for the volun¬ 
teer cashiers! It is antici¬ 
pated that more than 
£8,000 will be raised for 
local charities and good 
causes, with the funds 
being distributed over the 
coming months. 

“As always, Bridgend 
Lions were ably assisted 
in the stacking, sorting 
and moving of a moun¬ 
tain of books by cadets 



Lions president Phil Davies with town 
Mayor, Coun Barbara Parish after the 
opening ceremony. 

from 1092 (Bridgend) with ticket no 52. The 
ATC Squadron. In addi- charity book fair is an 
tion, members of the amazing community 
local St John Ambulance event and Bridgend 
provided a re-assuring Lions would like to thank 
presence throughout the the people of Bridgend 
weekend. who were so generous 

“The winner of the with book donations and 
Easter Egg raffle was a the thousands of visitors 
lady from Nantymoel who spent so freely.” 


I VA NEWMAN GLASS QUIZ LEAGUE I 

Leading teams are in 
a high-scoring mood 


THERE were some 
good scores on 
Monday, March 7, the 
first time for a while 
that Llangewydd 
Arms were not top 
scorers. 

True, they won 50-47 
against bottom club 
Tondu Railway Club, but 
apparently were a bit 
short of their usual 
Eggheads standard and it 
was said to have been a 
real battle. 

The top scorers were 
actually Royal Oak 
Nomads, who had a real 
battle themselves. Three 
up after the written 
round, both they and 
Tyrisha Royals got full 
marks in the individual 
round, and both teams 
were in top gear on the 
run-in with Nomads get¬ 
ting home 54-50. 

The Oldcastle ‘A v 
Llynfi Arms match was 
also a high-scoring one, 
the home team proving 


successful by 53-47. Not 
to be outdone, 
Mackworth Arms 

weighed in with 49 
points to Maesteg 
Catholic Club’s 40 and 
Laleston Inn ‘A’ won a 
lower-scoring game at 
Coychurch Wanderers by 
42-40. 

In Division Two Six 
Bells roared back to top 
form with a 60-39 defeat 
of Llangeinor AEC. In 
three of the remaining 
games the winning teams 
all scored 48 points. 

Cabo Roche‘s oppo¬ 
nents Pheasant 

Gamekeepers managed 
42 and this leaves Cabo 
in second place, one 
point clear of third 
placed Laleston Inn ‘B’. 

Then come Llangeinor 
and Gamekeepers. 
Oldcastle ‘B’ replied to 
Pheasant Poachers 48 
with 41, and Heol-y-Cyw 
RPC’s 48 was enough to 
see off Pyle RPC, who 
made 38. That just leaves 


Laleston Inn ‘B’ coming 
away from Oddfellows 
Arms winners by 44-39. 

Here are your four spe¬ 
cials 

1) Who was the 
Commander of the 
Luftwaffe during World 
War II? 

2) During which 1971 
space mission did the 
American astronaut Alan 
Shepherd play golf on 
the moon? 

3) Name the first 
Asian country to stage a 
Pormula 1 Grand Prix? 

4) The shield on the 
Royal Coat of Arms of 
the UK is supported by a 
unicorn and which other 
creature? 

A RUDGE 
(Hon Sec, BGQL) 
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Because 
your child 
matters 


Ble mae pob 
plentyn yn 
bwysig 



PENARTH 

BARRY 

VICTORIA PARK 
CANTON 
CARDIFF 



www.staubinnurseries.co.uk info@staubinnurseries.co.uk 


MP supports 
^talking buses’ 
campaigners 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon has 
given her support to 
the Talking Buses 
campaign organised 
by Guide Dogs for the 
Blind to make bus 
travel easier for blind 
and partially-sighted 
passengers and other 
sensory impaired peo¬ 
ple. 

“The charity wants 
the Government to make 
it a requirement for all 
new buses in the UK to 
have on board audible as 
well as visual informa¬ 
tion systems, as is 
already a requirement 
for trains and trams. 

“It is also encouraging 
councils and bus opera¬ 
tors to look at providing 
systems on existing 
vehicles to improve the 
accessibility and quality 
of service for local peo¬ 


ple.,” the MP said. 

“Many disabled and 
elderly people find it 
very difficult or impossi¬ 
ble to use buses inde¬ 
pendently and with con¬ 
fidence for fear of being 
stranded at the wrong 
stop. 

“They are often left 
feeling anxious and 
unsafe, and some give 
up using the bus alto¬ 
gether. I fully support 
the campaign to make it 
a requirement to install 
this technology on 
buses. 

“It would make a 
huge difference to the 
lives of people who pre¬ 
viously have avoided 
using buses and would 
also benefit visitors to an 
area - hopefully encour¬ 
aging more to leave their 
cars at home,” Mrs 
Moon added. 


Plans to create 
village greens 
in Maesteg 


WORK on declaring 
two green spaces in 
Caerau and 
Nantyffyllon as vil¬ 
lage greens is pro¬ 
gressing. 

Coun Terry Mizen 
told Maesteg Town 
Council that he had 
made enquiries and 
found that the proposed 

Maesteg 
gets new 
grit bin 

EIGHT new grit bins 
are to be purchased 
by Maesteg Town 
Council at a cost of 
£200 each. 

Two bins each are 
being allocated to 
Caerau, Nantyfyllon, 
East Ward and West 
Ward. 

Coun Phil John said 
that one of the bins in 
Caerau would be located 
at the North Street end 
of Victoria Street, where 
a resident has agreed to 
monitor it. The other 
would go at the junction 
of Railway Terrace and 
Albert Street. 

In Nantyfyllon, Coun 
Terry Mizen said that a 
bin would be placed on 
Uplands Drive near the 
tops of Union Street, 
Brown Street and John 
Street, which all open 
out onto this area. 

The second would go 
past the garages at 
Nantyffyllon Primary 
School. This lane is used 
by the children to walk 
to school. 

In the East Ward, 
Coun Bill May said that 
one would go outside 18 
Mill View, and the other 
would go at Cwrt y 
Mwnws, by the new 
community route run¬ 
ning to the school. 

In the West Ward, one 
would go at Oakwood 
Estate and the other at 
Heol Cefn Ydfa on 
Maesteg Parc estate. 


village green at 
Coegnant Road, 
Nantyffyllon, and the 
other one on the site of 
the old miners ’ library 
at Library Hill in 
Caerau, would have to 
be applied for separate¬ 
ly. 

The two groups 
behind the plans - in 
Caerau and Nantyffyllon 
- can liaise and share 
information. 

He said that legal 
advice is now needed, 
and he had found out 
that this was available 
free of charge from the 
Open Spaces Society. 

Membership costs 
£40 and it was agreed 
that Maesteg Town 
Council will join and 
pay the fee. 

The clerk will get the 
necessary information 
and report back. In the 
meantime, each group is 
gathering names to sup¬ 
port the plans for the 
village greens. 



Hospital’s volunteers 
bring cheer to patients 


THE St David’s Day celebra¬ 
tions at Princess of Wales 
Hospital brought a smile to 
staff and patients when volun¬ 
teers dressed in ^national cos¬ 
tumes’ and gave away daf¬ 
fodils. 


They included Haydn Powell and 
Sheila Hollins. Val Manning later 
presented a hospital radio show with 
a Welsh flavour. 

If anyone would like to join the vol¬ 
unteers, call 01656 752588 and leave 
a message. 


NO SURPRISES AFTER 
THE REFERENDUM’ 


I WOULD like to 
extend my thanks 
to all those who 
voted No in the 
recent Welsh 
Assembly referen¬ 
dum campaign. 

I think that those who 
did will already have 
been horrified to see the 
indecent haste (within 
48 hours of the result 
becoming known) with 
which a supposedly 
‘tidying-up exercise’ 
has now been acclaimed 
as an ‘endorsement of 
the Assembly’s past 
record’. 

We already have the 
Yes campaign’s leading 
proponents clamouring 
for 20 more taxpayer- 
funded AMs, scrapping 
of the Welsh Secretary’s 
position in the UK cabi¬ 
net, a separate judicial 
system, and as was 
revealed in last week’s 
GEM, Jane Hutt’s ongo¬ 
ing talks with the 


Treasury about tax rais¬ 
ing and borrowing pow¬ 
ers for the Assembly. 

What a surprise that 
all these matters were 
denied during the 
Referendum campaign. 

It must be fairly obvi¬ 
ous to all, that ‘easier’ 
law-making powers will 
have absolutely no 
effect on a disastrous 
Welsh health policy, a 
floundering Welsh edu¬ 
cation system or eco- 
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• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 
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nomic policy. 

The law-making 
mechanism argument is, 
and always was, a red 
herring to deflect public 
attention away from the 
unacceptably cata¬ 
strophic performance of 
the current Welsh 
Assembly’s policy deci¬ 
sions on behalf of 
Wales. 

Kevin Mahoney 
(UKIP, 

Vale of Glamorgan) 
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LIBRARY CHIEF DEPARTS HIS ROLE 
AS SERVICE UNCERTAINTY REMAINS 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1) 

The committee also 
regarded plans to 
keep libraries open by 
setting up partner¬ 
ships with town and 
community councils, 
plus other local 
groups as “unrealis¬ 
tic”, because of the 
variation in the 
capacity of these 
organisations across 
the borough. 

In their response to 
these comments, offi¬ 
cers said that the 
library plan, which 
was published last 
year, stated that a key 


issue was that the 
number of delivery 
points (ie libraries) 
was not sustainable. 

But there was a 
concession with the 
£100,000 cut being 
phased in over two 
financial years - 
£25,000 in 2011-2012 
and £75,000 in the 
year after. 

In a separate report 
to cabinet on the 
budget, officers stated 
that cuts in library 
funding could result 
in the loss of another 
“fixed site” library 
and the reduction in 
the ability of the pub¬ 


lic to access IT facili¬ 
ties if libraries closed. 

The council has 
already agreed to 
close three smaller 
libraries - Caerau, 
Nantymoel and 
Blaengarw. 

But library staff 
understand that one 
larger library may 
also have to go at 
some point. 

The GEM has 
asked the council 
specifically if the 
measures it is taking 
this year will mean 
that a further library 
closure, on top of the 
three already agreed. 


Appeal for witnesses 
after man dies on M4 


South Wales Police are 
appealing for witness¬ 
es, following a fatal 
accident at about 
12.35pm on Thursday, 
March 10, on the M4 
eastbound between 
junctions 33 and 32. 

A white Vauxhall 
Combo van, driven by a 
62-year-old man, left the 
road, went onto the near¬ 
side embankment and 
overturned. 

The driver, who was 


removed from the vehicle 
by passing members of 
the public, was treated at 
the scene by a doctor 
and paramedics. 

Despite their ejforts, 
the motorist died at the 
scene. 

The fire service were 
also in attendance to 
assist. 

The police would like 
to speak to anyone who 
witnessed the collision, 
or who stopped to pro¬ 
vide assistance, and who 


has not yet given their 
details. The carriageway 
was partially closed for 
approximately two and a 
half hours while officers 
conducted initial investi¬ 
gations. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact the South Wales 
Police Roads Policing 
Unit in Gwaelod y 
Garth, Cardiff on 02920 
633438, or 

Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555111. 


would be avoided. 

In their reply, the 
council stated: 
“Proposals to increase 
the savings to 20 per 
cent have been 
deferred until 
2012/13 and 2013/14 
and this will allow 
more time for further 
analysis of where the 
savings can be 
achieved.” 

Speculation about 
which larger library 
may close is mount¬ 
ing. Fears that 
Maesteg town centre 
library may close are 
receding after local 
councillors claimed 
that it was safe. 

Closing it would 
mean that the council 
would have to repay a 
grant received from 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government to refur¬ 
bish it, although it is 
understood that the 
period stipulated for 
keeping the library 
open runs out in 18 
months. 

But fears are 
focussing on 
Aberkenfig, which is 
only two miles from 
the town centre in 
Bridgend. It was the 
last purpose-built 


library provided by 
Mid Glamorgan 
County Council in the 
1970s. 

Now, local council¬ 
lor Mel Winter, who 
is an independent, is 
calling on the Labour- 
controlled council to 
go back to the draw¬ 
ing board and look 
again at this policy. 

“Aberkenfig is a 
busy library with 
many local people 
using it,” he said. “It 
also draws in people 
from other areas as it 
has a large car park 
next door which 
makes it more con¬ 
venient for users. 

“If they go to 
Bridgend, they cannot 
get anywhere near the 
library with a car 
because of the pedes- 
trianisation. Elderly 
and disabled people 
find Aberkenfig more 
convenient.” 

Coun Winter stated 
that Aberkenfig itself 
has a large percentage 
of elderly people for 
whom the library is 
an important meeting 
place and point of 
contact. 

“Aberkenfig has 
lost many of its shops 


and has been taken 
over by take-aways 
so the library is more 
important than ever. It 
is the heart of the vil¬ 
lage. 

“It fulfils a valu¬ 
able social function, 
as well as an educa¬ 
tional one. Reading is 
so important and we 
must never forget 
that.” 

Coun Winter point¬ 
ed out that the coun¬ 
cil had received a 3.3 
per cent cut in real 
terms in its budget for 
the new financial 
year, but this had 
somehow been trans¬ 
lated into a cut of 20 
per cent for libraries. 

He insisted: “They 
are taking a dispro¬ 
portionate hit com¬ 
pared to the rest of 
the budget. I know 
that times are hard for 
the council but we 
must fight to preserve 
our libraries. 

“The miners spent 
their own hard-earned 
money building 
libraries so that ordi¬ 
nary people would 
have a chance to edu¬ 
cate themselves out 
of poverty. We must 
not remove that 


important ladder of 
opportunity.” 

Coun Winter added 
that no further 
libraries should be 
closed: “I am not 
fighting for 
Aberkenfig to see 
another library close 
elsewhere. A better 
way must be found 
and I call upon the 
cabinet to revisit this 
issue. 

“Officers must be 
more forward looking 
and come up with 
new ideas. Cabinet 
has just been rubber 
stamping their deci¬ 
sions,” he concluded. 

The council has 
also released a state¬ 
ment to The GEM 
which reads as fol¬ 
lows: “The council 
cannot comment upon 
individual staffing 
issues, for reasons of 


employee confiden¬ 
tiality. 

“As detailed in 
recent public reports, 
budget proposals for 
the library service 
focus on making a 
significant amount of 
savings through man¬ 
agement and adminis¬ 
tration costs, reduced 
hours at some library 
sites based on com¬ 
prehensive analysis 
undertaken in the 
library review, and 
three small library 
closures with the 
potential associated 
development of other 
library services in 
partnership with town 
and community coun¬ 
cils and local groups 
and organisations, 
together with 
increased use of the 
mobile library serv¬ 
ice. ” 


Shale gas plan 
is deferred 

THE development control committee of 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
(BCBC) has deferred a planning applica¬ 
tion to test drill for shale gas at the old St 
John’s Colliery site in Maesteg. 

It was agreed to await further reports before 
making a decision. 


Society? 
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We know that the Westminster Government spending cuts 
will damage public services and will put more than a million 
people (UK wide) out of work. The cuts will hit the 
vulnerable, damage communities and undermine much of 
what holds us together as a society. 

In the Vale of Glamorgan, the Council are already currently 
consulting over the privatisation of leisure services. Not 
only will this have a devastating impact on those already 
working in leisure but anyone using their local leisure 
centre could find it closing or see a substantial increase in 
cost to use the facilities. 

Libraries are another area under threat with the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Bridgend, and Merthyr Tydfil all looking at 
axing fixed or mobile libraries. 

The Westminster Government claim that ‘there is no alter¬ 
native’ and that ‘we are all in this together’, but we know 
that is just not the case. We know that it is completely 
unnecessary for the deficit to be eliminated in four years—if 
we look at the deficit over the course of the last century, the 
current deficit is not particularly high. In fact, cutting too 






Show your support on March 26 and March for the Alternative. For details on travel 
arrangements to the March and to get involved in your local campaign or visit our website: 
www.unison.org.uk/26march or contact MFTAwales(^unison.co.uk.Tel: 029 2072 9453 
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fast and too deep will stifle economic growth and less tax 
revenue will be available. Furthermore, raising taxes such 
as VAT impact those on poor and middle incomes far more 
than those on higher earnings. Yet enormous bonuses are 
still being paid and those receiving them are not making a 
fair contribution. 

We need to stand together and provide a voice for all those 
that have suffered unfairly at the hands of this UK 
government—^those public service users that have seen 
reductions or closures to their public services, and a voice 
for those public sector workers that have lost their jobs. 

We need to show that we reject the argument that there is 
no alternative. Of course the recession has damaged our 
economy, but savage cuts will only serve to damage it 
further. 

Put 26th March in your diary and ask your colleagues, 
friends and family to put it in theirs. Transport is being 
arranged by UNISON in the Vale of Glamorgan - contact 
us now to book your seat and March for the Alternative. 


March for 
public services 

March 


On 26 March thousands of paople irom M over the 
UK wil niarch in London to speak out agamsl the 
government's savage and unfair spending cuts. 

Join us with your colleagues, fnends and family in 
speaking up for vital public services. 
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Local car dealer pays 
out £10,000 costs after 
his ‘series of offences’ 


A BARRY car dealer 
has been sentenced to 
a 12-nionth communi¬ 
ty order and ordered 
to pay £10,000 costs, 
for a series of offences 
connected with his 
vehicles. 


Nasser Asfi (39) 
admitted eight charges 
before Vale magistrates 
of placing unsafe cars on 
the market, selling a 
vehicle to a woman with¬ 
out disclosing it had been 
an insurance loss, and he 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


had been committed to 
the crown court for sen¬ 
tence. 

The Recorder, Paul 
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Hopkins, told Asfi: “The 
public have the right to 
expect that cars available 
for sale are safe and road¬ 
worthy. Making those 
cars available for sale 
was extremely serious.” 

Asfi was also ordered 
to carry out 260 hours 
unpaid work and to pay 
£1,000 compensation to 
Hayley Porter of Avon, 
for selling her the vehicle 
and failing to indicate it 
had been an insurance 
loss. 

Asfi was said to have 
convictions for 49 
offences - including 
deception, handling 
stolen goods, driving 
offences, failing to keep 
accounting records, driv¬ 
ing with excess alcohol, 
obstructing the police, 
perjury, and driving 
while disqualified. 

Lee Reynolds, prose¬ 
cuting on behalf of Vale 
Trading Standards, said 
Asfi committed the 
offences when running 
two premises in Barry 
known as Trade Price 
Cars UK. 

He said that dealers 
were not allowed to place 
on the market unsafe 
products. 

On May 14 last year, 
council officers and an 
engineer carried out 
inspections of a number 
of vehicles Asfi had for 
sale. 


They discovered eight 
with defects. 

A VW Lupo had a tyre 
below the legal limit, a 
frame section was dam¬ 
aged and distorted, and 
the majority of the 
frontal panels were mis¬ 
aligned. 

A Peugeot 306, a 
Renault Clio, an MGZS, 
a Peugeot 206, another 
Peugeot 306, an MG ZR 
and a Renault Megane 
also had many defects. 

Mr Reynolds pointed 
out that Ms Porter had 
bought a Peugeot 206 
from Asfi, which was a 
category D insurance 
write-off. 

Had she known, said 
Mr Reynolds, she would 
not have bought it. 

She paid £5,000 for it, 
but if the details had been 
revealed, it would have 
cost her £1,000 less. 

Asfi’s counsel David 
Pinnell said all the faults 
were rectified and the 
eight vehicles were not 
actually sold. 

At the time, Asfi had 
80 vehicles on his two 
sites and most of them 
had no faults. 

“I am afraid I cannot 
go behind his bad record. 
He had a good business 
and stood on his own 
feet. He is the head of a 
large family. That busi¬ 
ness no longer exists.” 


Countrywide store 
holds its Pet Day! 

COUNTRYWIDE’S annual Pet Day is tak¬ 
ing place at the Bridgend Countrywide 
store on March 19, where pet owners are 
invited to bring their pet and join in activi¬ 
ties. 

Along with special discounts, there will be special 
guests and experts on hand to give advice. 


‘Why these cuts 
have to be made’ 


I DO everything 
to ensure that 
my column in 
The GEM is not 
party political; as 
the MP for the 
area, I do all I can 
to ensure that I 
represent all peo¬ 
ple from the Vale, 
irrespective of 
their party views. 

As a result, I am 
happy to question 
and criticise the gov¬ 
ernment when I think 
they are wrong. 

Last week, howev¬ 
er, an advertisement 
was published in The 
GEM, which was 
launching a ‘Vale of 
Glamorgan against 
the Cuts’ group. 

Therefore, I want 
to use this week’s col¬ 
umn to offer a bal¬ 
ance to the claims 
that were made, not 
in a party way, but 
with a factual 
approach. 

I hope this will help 
better inform people 
when they hear vari¬ 
ous claims from peo¬ 
ple of all parties. 

In the first 
instance, we are cur¬ 
rently paying £117m 
per day in interest on 
the national debt. 

This would be 
enough to build two 
new hospitals a day, 
or eight or nine new 
secondary schools a 
day. 

The £42bn annual 
interest charge is 
more than we spend 
educating children 
and training young 
people at all our 
schools, colleges and 
universities across 
the UK. 

Even repaying this 
Interest charge 



Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 




means that the 
national debt of £3 
trillion remains 
untouched. It is also 
worth noting that 
there are significant 
private finance initia¬ 
tive payments that 
also need to be 
accounted for. 

Such sums are so 
large, they are diffi¬ 
cult to picture and 
comprehend. 

Therefore, deci¬ 
sions have been made 
to cut public spend¬ 
ing and to increase 
some taxes. 

All individuals, 
families and busi¬ 
nesses have to live 
within their means. 

We cannot keep 
running up debts on 
the nation’s credit 
card. We will go 
bankrupt if we do 
and then the cuts will 
be much more 
severe. 

It is interesting 
(and frustrating!) to 
note that those who 
oppose cuts are also 
opposed to changes 
that will also help 
balance the books, 
such as - a cap on 
benefits, the increase 
in VAT, welfare 
reform that will 
make work pay, 
changes to child ben¬ 


efit payments. Legal 
Aid reform, the 
strategic defence and 
security review, 
tuition fee increases, 
and many more. 

I also want to 
remind readers that 
before the election, 
all parties agreed 
that there was a need 
to cut spending. 

The last govern¬ 
ment proposed a 
budget that would 
also have meant sig¬ 
nificant reductions. 

In fact, George 
Osborne’s reduction 
in spending is a tiny 
fraction more than 
those proposed by 
Alistair Darling. 

No government 
wants to have to 
make such changes 
but it is the only way 
that we can return to 
economic growth, 
which will help us all 
in the long run. 

The alternative is 
to run up a debt on 
the nation’s credit 
card and for the 
country to go bank¬ 
rupt in a similar way 
to any individual or 
business, leading to 
mass unemployment, 
drastic cuts in servic¬ 
es and a long haul 
back to normality. 

Opposing cuts 
could be a credible 
and respectable 
standpoint - but only 
if those individuals 
or groups say what 
else they would cut 
instead, or by how 
much extra and from 
whom they would 
increase taxes. 

I haven H yet seen 
anyone or any group 
make a credible case.^ 



Enjoy stunning sea views this summer.. 

Offering breathtaking and uninterrupted views over the Bristol Channel out towards the North 
Devonshire coastline, this executive 'Westbury' built detached home offers fine family living. 

Rhoose Point is fast becoming one of the more prestigious modern developments along the 
South Wales coast, boasting primarily substantial detached properties. 

15 Rhodfar Mor, Rhoose Point is an exceptionai property 

The 3 main bedrooms offering the outstanding views. Complimenting this, there is also a 33' 
Living Room, 16' square kitchen/dining room, 17' conservatory (with view), bar area, utility 
room, cinema room and craft room. Upstairs, the galleried landing offers access to the 5 bed¬ 
rooms - 2 of which have en-suite facilities. There is finally a family bathroom. 

There are generous parking facilities and upgraded flooring (Karndean) and kitchen appli¬ 
ances. The rear garden is part decked and part lawned, and importantly is South facing enjoy¬ 
ing the Channel views. For the commuter, the I\/I4 is 20 minutes away (J33 & J34) plus the rail 
link at Rhoose is a ten minute walk away. 

Please contact Andrew Fenton on 07847 888750 to arrange a viewing, 
we are available at a time to suit you. 


PRICE £359,000 


Chris Davies 


chris-davies.co.uk 

01446 711900 


More executive properties wanted throughout the Vaie - Caii Andrew 07847 888750 
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7 FELT I WOULD BE WRITING A BLANK CHEOUK 

New Porthcawl councillor 
abstains in call for public 
meeting on regeneration 


A COUNCILLOR 
elected two weeks 
ago to Porthcawl 
Town Council on a 
platform of fighting 
for more public 
involvement in the 
town’s regenera¬ 
tion, has explained 
why he did not 
back a proposal to 
organise a public 
meeting. 

Coun Graham Walter 
abstained when the 
Conservative group on 
the town council pro¬ 
posed going ahead with 
a public meeting to dis¬ 
cuss regeneration. 

Coun Walter was 
attending his first meet¬ 
ing after winning the 
Newton by-election the 
week before. 

He had campaigned 


cillors in Ogmore-by- 
Sea have come out 
against plans to 
demolish the old 
Sealawns hotel and 
replace it with flats. 

The planning commit¬ 
tee of St Bride’s Major 
Community Council 
voted last week to object 
to the application, which 
will be decided by Vale 
Council planners. 

The applicant is Mr 
John Williams of the 
Sealawns, which has 
been closed for some 
years. 

A public meeting in 
the village has already 
voted to fight the appli¬ 
cation to build eight flats 
and a bungalow on the 
site. Those residents are 
being backed by Vale 
MP Alun Cairns and 
Vale AM Jane Hutt. 

This is the fourth 
application for develop¬ 
ment of the site submit¬ 
ted in five years. 

Coun Les Walters said 
that members objected to 
the application on the 
grounds that previous 
similar applications have 
been refused. 

The committee had 
also felt that losing the 
last pub in the village 
was detrimental, as there 
are few other facilities. 

He said: “The scheme 
would also mean 
increasing the popula¬ 
tion of a village which 
enjoys few amenities. 

“Also, there is no 
proven demand for more 
flats. We have already 
seen the Craig Yr Eos, 
the Brig y Don and the 
Little West hotels turned 
into flat complexes. 

“In some cases, the 
old buildings were 
demolished and replaced 
with flats and in others, 
the original buildings 
were converted. 


for more public consul¬ 
tation on the regenera¬ 
tion proposals and his 
election material asked 
voters if the town coun¬ 
cil had ever asked them 
what they think about 
the plans. 

He wrote: “Have they 
held any public meet¬ 
ings or focus groups or 
carried out surveys, or 
even stood in John 
Street and asked you 
about regeneration? The 
answer is NO.” 

In his leaflet, which 
was delivered to every 
house in the ward, Coun 
Walter went on: “If 
elected, I will demand 
that the Town Council 
use some of its signifi¬ 
cant cash reserves to 
consult with all 
Porthcawl residents and 
traders about what’s 
best for the town - per- 


public bars which have 
been lost. Although The 
Sealawns is closed, peo¬ 
ple have been hoping 
that it could be re¬ 
opened as a public house 
and meeting place for 
the village.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
attended the public 
meeting and said: “I 
have been contacted by a 
number of Ogmore resi¬ 
dents who are concerned 
about this third applica¬ 
tion - and believe 
strongly that the reasons 
for refusal, as identified 
by the council and the 
Planning Inspectorate in 
2006, remain relevant 
today and should be 
upheld. 

“I support my con¬ 
stituents who feel that 
the Sealawns Hotel has 
the potential to be 
returned to full use, and 
who were concerned that 
it was not marketed suf¬ 
ficiently to this end.” 

The Conservative 
Assembly candidate for 
the Vale, Angela Jones 
Evans, was at the meet¬ 
ing, representing Vale 
MP Alun Cairns. 

After the meeting, Mr 
Cairns said: “The 

Sealawns is an important 
community asset and 
could also play a part to 
support tourism in this 
beautiful area. 

“Many local residents 
long to see it re-open as a 
hostelry, rather than an 
intrusive block of flats 
on the Heritage Coast 
area of Ogmore-by-Sea. 

“I will do my utmost 
to champion local resi¬ 
dents’ concerns and 
objections to this latest 
application, alongside 
my colleague Angela 
Jones Evans,” he prom¬ 
ised. 


Local council 
will oppose 
Sealawns plan 

COMMUNITY coun- “Two of them had 


REPORT 
by JAYNE 
ISAAC 

haps a survey or a series 
of public meetings.” 

His action in abstain¬ 
ing has “astounded” the 
Conservative group 
leader David Deere. 

He said: “This was 
his first vote and he 
abstained. I cannot 
believe it. He has been 
calling on the town 
council to get off its 
hands and do something 
and accused the 
Conservative-led town 
council of doing noth¬ 
ing about regeneration. 

“He even put a ques¬ 
tion into the council 
asking how much we 
had spent on organising 
public meetings to 
which the answer was 
that we had not called 
any. Now we are doing 
what he asks and he 
does not support it.” 

The town council was 
discussing regeneration 
and Coun Chris Smart 
proposed that the public 
meeting go ahead, even 
though Louise Fradd, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
director of communi¬ 
ties, had refused to 
attend. 

Coun Smart told the 
GEM: “I felt that the 
reply we had from 
Louise Fradd was arro¬ 
gant and high-handed, 
and I said that I was 
gobsmacked when I 
read it. 

“After all, we are 
talking here of a public 
servant. There are 19 of 
us on the council who 
have been elected by the 


people of Porthcawl. 

“We have a right to 
be able to question offi¬ 
cers who are bringing in 
changes that will affect 
the town for the next 50 
years.” 

Coun Smart moved 
that they go ahead with 
the meeting and invite 
her and regeneration 
officer Andrew Parry 
Jones to attend, but said 
it should take place with 
or without the officers. 

When the vote was 
taken, Coun Walter 
abstained - along with 
all the Liberal Democrat 
councillors, apart from 
Coun Sean Aspey who 
supported holding the 
meeting. 

Coun Walter this 
week defended his 
actions. He said that 
while he supported the 
principle of having a 
public meeting, he felt 
that until he had details 
about where and when 
the meeting would take 
place, and how it would 
be organised, he could 
not support it. 

“I felt I would be 
writing a blank cheque. 
I don’t feel that it is 
being handled well. If 
the officers from BCBC 
do not attend, what 
structure will the meet¬ 
ing have?” 

He stated that the 
council had no clear 
objectives in mind when 
it decided to call the 
meeting and went on: “I 
feel that the tone of 
BCBC’s response to the 
invitation was unfortu¬ 
nate and people were 
annoyed at that. But we 
need to work with 
BCBC and not against 


them. “I said that we 
should have a discus¬ 
sion with BCBC and 
work out how to do 
regeneration together. 
Attitudes have to 
change. There should 
not be a them and us 
mentality,” he insisted. 

Coun Walter said he 
was unclear about what 
a meeting would 
achieve and could not 
support it as it stood. 

He commented: 
“There’s no point in 
having a meeting for 
the sake of having one. I 
am not confident it is 
being done for the right 
reasons.” 

Once more details 
about the meeting had 
been agreed, he would 
be more comfortable 
about supporting it.” 

He said he wanted to 
work with all the politi¬ 
cal groups on the coun¬ 
cil and was trying to 
build bridges. 

He added that the fact 
that almost all the Lib 
Dems on the council 
also abstained was a 
coincidence...“I made 
up my mind separately 
to all the other groups 
on the council.” 

Coun Smart said that 
how the public meeting 
was to be organised 
would be agendad for 
the next meeting when 
the details would be 
thrashed out: “I do not 
want it to become a rab¬ 
ble-rousing affair. It 
must be properly con¬ 
ducted. 

“We will set up a 
small group to finalise 
the details and decide 
who the chairman will 
be, ” he concluded. 


Pencoed under-14s 
host tournament 


FOUR teams were welcomed 
to Pencoed for the under-14s’ 
first home tournament in 
under three years. 

The teams were Aberavon Green 
Stars, Bridgend Sports, Caerleon and 
Porthcawl. 

In the first game, the Pencoed boys 
beat Aberavon Green Stars in a lO-a- 
side match with a 50-15 win. 

Normal rules resumed in the next 
games, and it was back to 15-a-side 
for the rest of the Pencoed matches. 

Pencoed's second match was 
against Bridgend Sports, which 
resulted in another win for the 
Pencoed squad, the final score 10-5. 

Pencoed’s third match was against 
Caerleon, and the Pencoed boys were 
able to beat them by 20-0. 

Pencoed’s fourth and last match of 
the day, against Porthcawl, resulted in 
another win for the boys, by 15-0. 

This resulted in Pencoed winning 
the tournament, with Bridgend Sports 
the runners up. 

Player of the tournament for 
Pencoed could not be decided by the 
coaches, so the award went to all the 
boys that took part for their teamwork 
on the day. 

The coach would like to thank all 
the parents who helped out before and 
after the match, and the players and 
spectators who came to watch. 



ABOVE: Line-out action 
from the tournament. 


The coach would also like to thank 
the other teams for what everyone 
commented as a very enjoyable day 
of rugby. 

Squad: James Merchant, Scott 
Ewing, Liam Parish, Jayke Broker, 
Jac Briggs, Owain Clarke, Morgan 
Jefferies, Josh Maunder, Joe Watkins, 
Aled Bargery, Dan Maiden, 
Johnathan Clatworthy, Chris Cooper, 
Alex King, Liam Bowen, Jason 
Clatworthy, Ellis Griffiths, Jamie 
Dyer, Morgan Jones, Lewis Brennan 
and Jordan Fox. JM 



^ ABOVE, left to right: Gregg Sage, Hollie Bluett and Adam Tay/oT] 


Drama school success 
for college students 


THREE Bridgend College musical 
theatre students - Adam Taylor, 
Gregg Sage and Hollie Bluett, are 
celebrating after being accepted 
into two of London’s most presti¬ 
gious drama schools. 

Adam and Gregg have been 
accepted into Performers College in 
Essex, while Hollie will attend Italia 
Conti Academy of Theatre Arts. 

Performers College in Essex pro¬ 
vides easy access to the many the¬ 
atres and TV studios in London. The 
Italia Conti Academy was founded 
in 1911, and is Britain’s oldest the¬ 
atre training school, renowned 
throughout the world as a training 


centre of excellence. 

Sharon James, head of school - 
creative arts, said: “This is a fantas¬ 
tic achievement and we are very 
proud of the students and staff on 
this course. 

“Annually, we are seeing an 
increasing number of students gain 
places at these high profile institu¬ 
tions, which is brilliant news for our 
reputation.” 

All three students formed part of 
the successful Bridgend College 
dance group ‘Truedynamix’, which 
went onto compete and finish run¬ 
ners-up on last summer’s hit 
Channel 5 talent show - Don’t Stop 
Believing. 


Indecent exposure: 

Motorist sought 
following incident 

MAESTEG police are appealing for infor¬ 
mation following an incident between 
7.45pm and 8.15pm on Saturday, March 
12, when a man driving a red-coloured car 
along Maesteg Road, Tondu, exposed him¬ 
self to three young teenage girls. 

He is described as white, aged 30 to 40 years old, 
with dark coloured cropped hair and medium length 
sideburns. 

He had a spotted complexion and bad teeth. He 
was wearing a dark coloured top. 

Anyone with information should contact 
Inspector Ralph Harris at Maesteg police station 
on 101 orCrimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 
111 . 


Nightclub 
blaze probe 

SOUTH Wales Police 
are investigating the 
cause of a fire at Sax 
nightclub in Bridgend 
which was reported 
shortly after 7.20am 
on Friday, March 11. 

While fire crews 
attended to bring the 
incident under control, 
the streets in the imme¬ 
diate vicinity were 
closed. 

A police spokesman 
said: “Upon investiga¬ 
tion, the cause of the 
fire appears to be as a 
result of an electrical 
fault.” 


MAN JAILED AFTER 
BETTING SHOP HEIST 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

He tried to get behind 
the counter area but the 
door was locked. The 
two women fled, terri¬ 
fied, into a back office 
and moments later, 
James jumped over the 
counter and began help¬ 
ing himself to money. 
He then jumped back 
over the counter and 
fled. 

The police were 
called and found the 
women in a state of dis¬ 
tress. 

Miss Young said: “I’ll 
never forget it for the 
rest of my life.” 

The robbery was cap¬ 
tured on CCTV and 
shown in court. 

The police were 
unable to trace James for 
some time but on 
January 26, the robbery 
was featured on the 
BBC programme 
Crimewatch, and James 
was identified by mem¬ 
bers of the public. 

When they arrested 
him, he was about to 
give himself up and he 


told officers: “Yes, I did 
it. All the cash has 
gone.” 

It was estimated he 
had made off with £700. 

He said he committed 
the robbery after getting 
himself drunk. 

He said he paid off a 
small debt, the rest went 
on living expenses and 
he stressed that he felt 
extremely remorseful. 

His barrister Meirion 
Davies said: “There has 
never been the slightest 
attempt to prevaricate. I 
concede that custody is 
inevitable. The closest 
he got to the women was 
about three feet. 

“There were no 
threats about the use of 
the knife and the entire 
incident lasted about 30 
seconds. It was wholly 
out of character.” 

Mr Davies produced 
eight references which 
spoke highly of James, 
who had been dis¬ 
charged from the army 
because of an eye prob¬ 
lem. 

Said Mr Davies: “He 
remains at a loss to 


explain why he did it, as 
much to himself as to 
anyone else. 

“Before the incident, 
he had been in a state of 
despair, which does not 
excuse what occurred. 
He has been unem¬ 
ployed and his financial 
situation became worse 
and worse and he would 
drink himself into a stu¬ 
por on a daily basis.” 

He said his family 
stood by him and had 
offered him help. 

“It all happened when 
he had built himself 
some dutch courage. It 
is unlikely you will see 
him in court again. 

“He later returned to 
the betting office, partly 
because of his guilty 
conscience and he want¬ 
ed to check there had 
been no trauma to the 
staff.” 

It had been a shock to 
him seeing the incident 
on Crimewatch and he 
realised there would be a 
knock on the door at any 
time. 
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Llancarfan Primary | 





School Eisteddfod | 


Dewi Sant’s day 
is celebrated at 
Llancarfan School 


LLANCARFAN Primary 
School held an eisteddfod to 
mark St David’s Day, with 
pupils dressing in traditional 
costume and taking part in 
competitions to celebrate Wales 
and Welsh traditions. 

A spokesperson reports that there 
was a winner in each year group, and 
every entry received house points. 

The first category was to make a 
3D model or take a photograph based 
on a Welsh theme. 

The winner was reception pupil, 
Reuben Hooley, who created a fan¬ 
tastic model of the Millennium 
Stadium. 

Instrumentalists were invited to 


play an accompanied or unaccompa¬ 
nied piece of music and year-6 pupil, 
Mali Ford, took first prize with her 
performance of Y Blodau. 

Other pupils recited Welsh poems, 
danced or sang traditional Welsh 
songs. The winning pupil was Libby 
Williams from year-6 for her dance 
item. 

The final competition was poetry 
writing with winning bard, Molly 
Connolly-Davis from year-6, taking 
first place for her poem about her 
love of Wales. 

“A great time was had by all and 
the winning house was Baruc. 
Congratulations to pupils and staff 
for their part in making it such a suc¬ 
cessful and memorable day!” 


Leigharne wins 
Welsh women’s 
beauty award 


Tourism meeting 
pushes for more 
tourism in Vale 


LOCAL business 
owner, Leigharne 
Phillips, who runs 
The Hair Business 
in Cowbridge, has 
come out a winner 
in the 2011 Welsh 
Women Mean 
Business Awards. 

Leigharne won the 
category ‘Best Woman 
in Beauty’ at the event, 
which took place on 
March 11, at the Vale 
Resort in Hensol with 
an audience of 300 
guests. 

Leigharne founded 
The Hair Business in 
Cowbridge in 1992, and 
it has grown from a 
staff of three to a team 
of 22. 

Leigharne said: 
“After working abroad 
for a long time, I felt I 
had the experience to 
set up my own salon. 

“The objectives for 
the business were clear 
from the beginning: to 
offer the best service 
with the best products, 
offer home-grown tal¬ 
ent and create looks 
that give people the feel 
good factor.” 



Leigharne Phillips. 


JN BRIEF 

COWBRIDGE girl Anna 

Brewer will be appearing 
on the final edition of 
ITV’s Take Me Out this 
Saturday, March 19 (the 
last show of the current 
series). 

Anna (23) is a former 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive pupil 

THE British Heart 
Foundation is holding 
an Easter market at 
Cowbridge Town Hall 
on Saturday, April 2 (at 
11am-3pm). 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 0292038 
2408. 


A GATHERING of 
like-minded busi¬ 
ness owners, prima¬ 
rily from the 
Penarth area, gath¬ 
ered at The Fig 
Tree Restaurant in 
Penarth to learn 
more about the 
tourism association 
for the Vale and 
partners. 

The Vale Marketing 
Group, a not-for-profit 
association, run by vol¬ 
unteers from businesses 
in the Vale and sur¬ 
rounding areas, has been 
in existence for nine 
years and represents 
more than 100 local 
businesses. 

Mandy Davies, chair 
of the VMG, said: “We 
need to work together to 
put the Vale on the map 
as a visitor destination. 
Visitor spend is essential 
to the wellbeing of the 
Vale.” 

The attendees were 
given a presentation on 
the association and a 
lively question and 
answer session followed, 
fielded by Mandy 
Davies and Coun 
Anthony Ernest. 

“We are so fortunate. 



Shoes/Bags, Scarves & Accessories 

AT LEAST 70 % OFF 


Last Week of 'Knock OuF Prices 

Armani - Baldanini -Aspinal of London 
Lulu Guinness - Sebago - Ash - Ugg and more .. 

Relocated SALE Shop 

(Formerly Blushbaby) 

Also last week’s clearance of 


Lingerie and Swimwear 


The Vale is a unique 
destination. It has moun¬ 
tains behind, sea in front 
and a major city on its 
doorstep, as well as 
wonderful small towns 
such as Penarth and a 
rural landscape dotted 
with small villages. As a 
visitor destination it is 
hard to beat,” Mandy 
added. 

Local businesses are 
invited to join the VMG 
and learn more about the 
visitor economy. Further 
information meetings 
will take place in Barry, 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge in the com¬ 
ing months and a pan- 
Vale event on April 12 at 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge. 

For full details, con¬ 
tact vmg@ gardenof- 
cardiff.com or Mandy 
Davies 01446 773171. 

Chat (in 
Welsh) over 
coffee 

LOOKING for the 
opportunity to practise 
your Welsh? Nothing 
else to do on a 
Saturday morning? 
Welsh speakers in 
Barry have started a 
coffee club in Barry 
Library, King’s 

Square. 

The club meets every 
Saturday morning 
between 9.30am-12pm, 
usually in the Phillip 
Jo ‘n Room (first floor). 

“7 Caffi Cymraeg’ is 
for both fluent speakers 
and those starting to 
learn the language. 

There is no particu¬ 
lar structure to the 
mornings - come when¬ 
ever you want and for 
as long as you want. 

The club is organised 
under the aegis of 
Mentery Fro, the Welsh 
language promotion 
organisation for the 
Vale. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, visit the Menter y 
Fro website: 

WWW. menteryfro. com 


Mae’ndodynhaws 
adnabod hylendid bwyd da 

Good food hygiene is 
getting easier to spot 


sg6r hylendid bwyd 

FOOD HYGIENE RATING 


©O0O© © 
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VERY GOOD 
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It rates the places you cat or buy fccc 
on hygiene Zero means 

urgent imprcA'emert necessary, fisv: 
iiiTcirb ••viy Look out for the 
sticker or check the ratings online 
at food gov.uklratings 
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CHOIR PERFORMS IN A LITTLE-KNOWN 
BUT FASCINATING VICTORIAN THEATRE! 



REPORT and PHOTOGRAPHS 
by KEITH E MORGAN 


At the start of its 40th anniver¬ 
sary year, the Kenfig Hill Male 
Voice Choir recently journeyed 
to Teddington in Middlesex, 
where they were privileged to 
give a charity concert in the 
Normansfield Hospital 

Theatre. 

The hospital was built in 1868 by Dr 
John Langdon Down for patients suf¬ 
fering from the ailment which bears his 
name - Down’s Syndrome. 

Dr Langdon Down was way ahead 
of his time in patient care. He believed 
passionately that people with learning 
disabilities and suffering with Down’s 
Syndrome, had real potential. 

He wanted them to lead as active 
and normal life as possible and he set 
about creating an environment in 
which his patients could be educated 
and developed to the best of their abil¬ 
ities. 

Above all, he gave them dignity by 
caring for them and bringing them into 
his family home at Normansfield. 

The beautiful Victorian Theatre 
wing at Normansfield Hospital was 
commissioned by Dr Down and his 
wife Mary for religious worship and 
entertainment and was completed in 
1879. 

Dr Down wanted to give his patients 
confidence through performing on 
stage. The Normansfield Hospital is no 
more; having been closed and derelict 
for a number of years, it is now being 
developed for residential accommoda¬ 
tion. 


The Victorian Theatre, however, 
still survives in all its glory at the 
Langdon Down Centre and is run as a 
charity by the Down’s Syndrome 
Association. 

I was first introduced by chance to 
this marvellous Victorian Theatre in 
2005. As part of a research project 
covering the application of embossed 
tinplate panels for decoration purpos¬ 
es, I was taken along to Normansfield 
by a fellow historian, Mrs Janet Hobbs 
of the Acton Historical Society, to see 
the decorated tinplate panels that had 
been installed in the 1930s. 

These panels were possibly manu¬ 
factured and supplied by the 
Grovesend Steel Ceiling Co Ltd of 
Gorseinon, Swansea. 

I was entranced by the Victorian 
Theatre and subsequently set arrange¬ 
ments in motion with Don Daniel, sec¬ 
retary of the choir, for the Kenfig Hill 
Male Voice Choir to perform there. 

These arrangements came to fruition 
when the choir gave a concert in the 
Victorian Theatre to an appreciative 
audience, which included Mrs Janet 
Hobbs. 

The concert was a great success, so 
much so, that the Kenfig Hill Male 
Voice Choir has already received 
another invitation to perform at the 
Normansfield Victorian Theatre next 
year. 

The musical director of the Kenfig 
Hill Male Voice Choir is Philip Juliff 
and the accompanist is Andrew 
Chinnock. The compere was Tony 
Mullins. 






ABOVE: The choir 
prepare to perform. 

RIGHT: 
The Normansfield 
Victorian Theatre 


ABOVE: 

Don Daniel, choir secretary, with 95-year-old 
Mrs Beatrice Worthing and Harold Philips, 
choir chairman. 

LEFT: Tony Mullins, taking full advan¬ 
tage of the stage of the Victorian Theatre 
for his rendering of ‘If I were a rich man ’ 
from Fiddler on the Roof. 


ABOVE: Andrew Chinnock, giving his musical impressions on how famous composers 
would have played ‘On Ilkley Moor Bar T’at\ 


Double success for Richard 
at club photo competition 


THE Pyle and 
Porthcawl 
Photographic 
Society held a club 
competition on 
Thursday, March 
10, which was in 
two sections - 
prints and project¬ 
ed images - with a 
trophy for each. 

The judge for both 
sections was Gareth 
Martin, who provided a 
great critique and points 
for each image, along 
with many anecdotes in 
his own inimitable style, 
which made everyone 


Squire lock. 


laugh and turned an 
ordinary evening into a 
special one. 

The results were as 
follows: Projected 

Images: 1st, Richard 
Craze with ‘Running 
Dog’, 2nd, Glyn 
Edmunds with ‘In a 
Spin!’ and 3rd, John 
Corcoran with ‘St Ives’. 

Prints: 1st, Richard 
Craze with ‘Squire 
Lock’, 2nd, Richard 
Craze with ‘Three Trees’ 
and 3rd, Guy Burgess 
with ‘Just a Hint’. 

Congratulations to 
Richard, who managed 
to take home both tro¬ 
phies, and the club 
thanks everyone who 
took part in another 
excellent competition. 

It is interesting to note 
that Guy’s image was 
taken during a ‘table- 
top’ practical evening 
held at the club in 
January, and Glyn’s 
image was taken during 
a club field trip to 
Cardiff Bay last 
October, so it pays not to 
pass up opportunities to 
participate in club activ¬ 
ities ! 

Everyone is welcome. 


Running 

dog. 


no matter what skill or 
experience level, so 
come, join us at The 
Rest on a Thursday 
evening, and keep up-to- 
date with the club’s 
activities at www.pyle- 
porthcawl-ps.co.uk. 

During the evening, 
in honour of his continu¬ 
ing assistance and serv¬ 
ice, the club’s chairman 
and committee offered 
Mr Les Loosemore, a 


former chairman of the 
club and a highly 
respected photographer 
and judge, the title of 
honorary president of 
the club, which Les 
accepted with great 
humility. 

The club looks for¬ 
ward to working even 
closer with Les in the 
future and will prove to 
be a great asset. 

GE 


Maesteg donations 

MAESTEG town councillors said that they 
were egg-cited and egg-xilarated by plans 
in Caerau to hold an Easter egg hunt on 
April 18. 

Members agreed to donate £100 to cover the cost 
of purchasing the eggs. The event is being organised 
by the Friends of Brynheulog. 

The council also made the following donations; 
Noah’s Ark Appeal for the Children’s Hospital for 
Wales, £100; Maesteg Animal Welfare Society, £50. 
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St Athan planning report 
is published by Assembly 


THE planning inspec¬ 
tor’s report into the now- 
stalled St Athan defence 
academy project has been 
published by the National 
Assembly. 

The decision by Deputy First 
Minister leuan Wyn Jones to 
release the inspector’s report on 
the St Athan development has 
been welcomed by Plaid 
Cymru’s AM Chris Franks, and 
by the Conservative AM 
Andrew RT Davies. 

The report {available on the 
Assembly website) runs to more 
than 70 pages and goes into 
detail on all aspects of the plan 
to create a Defence Technical 


College (DTC) and an 
Aerospace Business Parrk 
(ABP) on the site. 

Although the DTC has been 
shelved pending a Government 
decision on future training 
needs, the report looks closely 
at the changes that might still 
occur if a modified project 
should get the go-ahead. 

In particular, planned com¬ 
pulsory purchase orders are dis¬ 
cussed. Important areas identi¬ 
fied are near St Athan and 
Llantwit Major, and at Gileston 
Old Mill on the B4265, and also 
at Weycock Cross on the north¬ 
ern edge of Barry, 

Andrew RT Davies said: 
“The Minister’s apparent reluc¬ 
tance to release these papers 


until now has fuelled wide¬ 
spread concern in Llantwit and 
St Athan, and the information 
contained within the inspector’s 
report will provide a welcome 
insight into the direction that the 
inquiry took.” 

He added: “The report should 
be seen in the context of the 
broader discussion around the 
developments on RAF St Athan 
and it is now high time for the 
Minister for Economy at the 
National Assembly to make 
clear the Assembly 
Government’s intentions, or 
otherwise, as to the future of the 
Aerospace Park.” 

Chris Franks is also asking 
for more information in a num¬ 
ber of areas. He said: “The 


shape and size of the business 
park will have to change 
because the government 
scrapped the large-scale defence 
training development that was 
proposed at St Athan. 

“Many residents wish to 
know what the future of the site 
is. We all know that the UK 
Government has promised a fur¬ 
ther decision soon. 

“I have raised local concerns, 
particularly those raised by 
Llanmaes Community Council 
with the Deputy First Minister 
and Plaid Leader leuan Wyn 
Jones, regarding the possibility 
of a large-scale housing devel¬ 
opment.” 


'Fair deaV is an insult to our communitij 


Trade unions and community 
groups throughout the Vale 
have united to campaign 
against unprecedented cuts 
that are sweeping the country. 

The ‘Vale of Glamorgan 
Against the Cuts’ (VGAC) 
group is working to raise 
awareness of the impact that 
the cuts are having and will 
increasingly have within the 
local community. 

VGAC is concerned about 
the long-term impacts that will 
arise within Cardiff and the 
Vale healthcare as a result of 
the £80 million shortfall that 
will arise from the April 2011 
budget. With such a massive 
budget shortfall, coupled with 
the application of recruitment 
freezes in certain areas, the 
impact for patients could be 
catastrophic. VGAC is also 
alarmed that attacks are being 


ADVERTISEMENT 


made on essential services and 
that so-called non-essential 
services such as leisure are 
under increasing threat of pri¬ 
vatisation. 

Jenny Griffin, VGAC 
spokesperson, said: “We are 
experiencing the biggest chal¬ 
lenge for a generation. The 
Westminster government’s 
assault on the welfare state is 
ideologically driven. They are 
making a political choice to 
cut Baby Bonds, Child Benefit 
and Sure Start - and they now 
have Disability Living 

Allowance and Incapacity 
Benefit in their sights. 

“It is shocking to see servic¬ 
es such as school crossing 
patrols facing attack - it is the 
right of every single school 


child to travel to school safely, 
and that level of safety is being 
put in jeopardy to save money. 
How can putting a price on a 
child’s life be justified? 

“In Wales, we are experi¬ 
encing a substantial budget 
reduction that has been hand¬ 
ed to us by the ConDems. 
There is already an education 
funding gap of £604 per pupil 
in our education system - yet 
Cameron claims that Wales is 
receiving a ‘fair deal’. 
Frankly, I don’t think Wales is 
receiving anywhere near as 
‘fair’ a deal as the likes of 
Barclays Chief Executive Bob 
Diamond, who got a bonus of 
£6.5m for 2010. 

“It really is an insult to our 
communities and those that 
work hard to deliver services 
to support those communities. 
Our society and welfare state 


is being made to pay because 
of the mistakes made by the 
financial sector. There is £123 
billion of uncollected, avoided 
and evaded taxes that could be 
collected by the UK govern¬ 
ment - yet they would rather 
allow those less well off in 
society to take the pain. VGAC 
is working to bring these issues 
to the forefront. Cameron’s 
‘Big Society’ is all smoke and 
mirrors and we want the Vale 
community to be aware of the 
facts. ” 

“The Vale of Glamorgan 
Against the Cuts campaign has 
launched a Facebook page 
under the same name. For 
information about events com¬ 
ing up, please contact our 
Facebook page or telephone 
02920 729463. ” 

(SEE THE UNISON 
ADVERT ON PAGE 8) 




Skin Studio 

of Penarth 

Skin Studio are launching their new 'AGE' 
and 'Blemish' range with Skin Ceuticals and are 
offering Glamorgan GEM readers a 
special discount to try our new treatments! 

What will we do for you???? 

AGE 

If your skin is feeling dry and lifeless, looking mature and 
wrinkled then we have the answer. Come in for our 
specialist skin peel to take back the years, clean out the pores 
and get your s ki n glowing again! 

BLEMISH 

Our new Blemish range will help us help you banish acne for 
good! Our specialist facials and products will help control the 
skin from producing too much oil and nurture it back to its 
natural state. Whether your acne is pustual or blocked let us 
help your skin breathe again and get clear skin for summer! 

Your treatment will include: 

A UV skin anaylisis enabling you to assess your skin with our skin specialists. 

A Lesson on how to treat the skin day and night to get your desired result. 

Assess any imperfections that lay under the surface - a truly advance skin analysis. 
Get 10% off your prescribed home care 
1 treatment was £60 now £50 - SAVE £10 
3 treatments was £180 now £120 - SAVE £60 
6 treatments was £360 now £250 - SAVE £110 
(a full course of 6 is recommended to achieve long term results) 

Terms and conditions: 

The UV skin analysis wiU be on 1st and last appointment only. Offer can not be used in conjunction with 
any other offer. Treatment can be bought as a voucher gift for someone. To receive offer treatment must 
be paid in full before Wednesday 23rd March 2011 and used within 3 months of purchase. Payment by 
credit or debit card will incur a £3 charge that will be put through at point of transaction. 

Advance booking is necessary, 48 hour cancellation charge. 

Advanced Treatments, Advanced Results 

112-113 Glebe Street, Penarth, CF64 lEB 
T: 02921 250 221 



E: skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


We are now on Twitter - follow us 
@gem_news. You can also find us on 
Facebook - just search for Gem News 


Town & Country Dedroonns 

DESION MANUFACTURE INSTALL 

Made to Measure Fitted Bedrooms and Home Office 


Tel: 

01656 

657526 



10 GOOD REASONS TO BUY FROM 
TOWN AND COUNTRY BEDROOMS 

1. GENUINE MADE TO MEASURE UNITS 

2. NOW OVER 1000 CHOICES!! 

3. 5 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL FITTED UNITS 

4. NO PRESSURE SALES APPROACH 

5. LATEST COMPUTER DESIGN SOFTWARE 

6. FREE HOME MEASURE AND CONSULTATION 

7. HIGHEST QUALITY UNIT CONSTRUCTION 

8. HIGHLY EXPERIENCED FITTERS 

9. SUPPLYING BEDROOMS FOR OVER 28 YEARS 

10. FLOORING & CARPETS ALSO AVAILABLE 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Unit 1, North Point, 
Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industriai 
Estate, CF31 3RX 

01656 657526 
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SERVICES BROUGHT t 
TO YOUR DOOR 


Promote your company 
in our monthly 




ADVERTISEMENT 


FEATURE 


ARE you the sort of person who works full time and doesn’t have enough hours in 
the day? Perhaps you are housebound or would prefer to shop from home. 

The good news is that help is at hand! All of the services on this page will come out to you, so now is the 
time to make a note of these suppliers and make your life a little easier. Put your feet up and relax - these 
companies are happy to do the running around for you and aim to bring a first class service to your door! 

MOBILE CLAIRVOYANT CURTAINS & BLINDS GARDEN & TREE SERVICES 




CLEANING SERVICE 



Soul Expressions 

Do you want to know what 
2011 has in store for you? 


Clairvoyant Medium avaiiabie for 
individuai and Group readings. 

Call Jo Now to book 

07939 941640 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Ddmestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Dishwashers, etc. 
Established 1983 
Most makes repaired. 

Machines NOT 
taken away - repaired at 
your own home. 

^ Bridgend 659354 
^ 07974120082 


Curtains and 
blinds are 
made with our 
personal touch 

G eoff brown, proprietor of 
Modern Decorations, has more 
than 30 years’ experience in 
advising on and supplying curtains and 
blinds to both the domestic and 
contract market. 

Working from home, Geoff has the flexibility 
to call at a customer’s home or place of work, 
with samples and colours to blend with their 
surroundings. 

He offers the full service of measuring, make 
up and fitting - without the necessity for 
customers to spend time shopping around. 
Estimates are free with no obligation. 

All requirements can be accommodated, 
including all types of valances and the current 
trend of eyelets on a pole. 

Telephone Geoff on 01446 739174 or 07718 
53683k for a quotation and see what he has to offer. 



DECORATIONS 1 

Ibur 1st choice for 
curtains and blinds 


View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

We supply curtains, aU valances, 
tie backs, curtain tracks and poles. 
Venetian, Vertical, RoUer and Roman 
Blinds aU at competitive prices. 

FuU measm*ing, make up and 
Fitting Service available. 

Tel: Geoff Brown on 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

(see us in yellow pages) 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 2S years experience 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 



Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

^ 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


'SparlCie 

Cieanmg S6rvfC€ 

★Weekly, fortnightly 
or just a one off clean. 

★ References available. 

★ Extremely reliable. 

07787 598073 


BOOK KEEPING 


ORGANIC PRODUCE 




Professional Bookkeeping 

12 years experience, 
local business. 

FREE Initial Consultation 


•Accounts Payable "Tax Preparation (Monthly, 

• Accounts Quarterly, Annually) 

Recievable • Sage Installation & Training 

• Bank • Accounts Preparation - 

Reconciliation Sole traders/Partnerships/ 

• Payroll Limited companies 

• Self Assessment (Monthly,Quarterly, Annually) 

•VAT &Tax Returns 


07958 586463 • www.hfpbookkeeping.co.uk 


A Team you 
can count on! 

O UR company is based on the 

belief that our customers’ needs 
are of the utmost importance. 

Our entire team is committed to meeting those 
needs. As a result, a high percentage of our 
business is from repeat customers and referals. 

We would welcome the opportunity to earn your 
trust, as accuracy, integrity and personal service are 
the principles we’ve built our family business on. 

All our staff are M.A.A.T. qualified with over 12 
years experience within the accountancy industry. 
We are locally owned and operated. 

Your initial consultation is free. 

Drop off and pick up your books free of charge. 
Local coverage throughout the Vale. 

If you’re in need of accounting or financial 
services, please give us a call on 07958 586463. 

It would be our pleasure to apply our experience 
to your specific situation. 


Healthy, thrifty and 
ethical way to eat! 

O RGANIC vegbox company 
Riverford on Wash Farm 
believes that eating better 
quality, higher-welfare meat, less often 
and in smaller quantities is a healthy, 
thrifty and ethical way to eat this year. 

‘“Meat and 10 veg’ is our philosophy on how to 
eat meat in a sensible way and save money,” says 
Chris and Alison Moruzzi, who deliver Riverford 
vegboxes in this area. 

“Eat a small amount of good quality, ideally 
organic meat, and let the veg be the star of the 
show. 

“It also makes good economic sense. A steak 
supper for six is likely to be painful on the wallet; 
a beef stir fry packed with vegetables is not.” 

Riverford has devised a fortnight’s worth of 
meals that embrace the meat and 10 veg 
philosophy. 

To find out more about organic veg and meat 
delivered to your door, visit www.riverford.co.uk. 


OUR ORGANIC 
VEGETABLES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 
NOW IN YOUR AREA 
0845 600 2311 local rate 
HOME OFFICE: 01639 772846 
www.riverford.co.uk 
OUR FARM TO YOUR TABLE 


TOM RECEIVES HIS 
BIG RACE CALL-UP 



LEANT WIT Major Comprehensive School 
teenager Tom Rawlings yesterday represent¬ 
ed Cardiff and Vale Schools at the National 
Cross Country Championships. 

Dubbed the ‘Golden Celebration’ event, the 
championships were held in Brecon. 

Fast-improving Tom (14) only took up running 
last year and recently at Blackweir came 56th out of 
145 entries, and then ninth out of 150 at Trelai Park. 

These performances led to his ‘Cardiff and Vale’ 
call-up. 

Tom is something of an all-round sportsman - he 
also plays football for Llantwit Major under-14B, 
and rugby for the school. 


ABOVE: Tom Rawlings from Llantwit Major represented Cardiff and 
Vale Schools at the National Cross Country Championships in Brecon. 


Choir joins 
tennis club for 
charity concert 

LOCAL ladies choir ^Belladonna’ is team¬ 
ing up with Cowbridge Tennis Club to put 
on a concert in memory of a former club 
member, June Donagh, who died recently. 

The concert will be held in the hall at the Duke of 
Wellington pub, Cowbridge, on Friday, April 15. 
Doors open at 7pm, with the concert at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £5 each and are available from the 
Living Cafe, Cowbridge, Belladonna (Geoff Howells 
07949 137112) and Cowbridge Tennis Club (Paul 
Wilby 01446 775928). 

All proceeds from ticket sales and a raffle will go 
to Marie Curie Cancer Care. 


Bridge club: 

latest results 

Vale of Glamorgan Bridge Club - club 
night - Monday, March 7: 1st, John Henson 
and Barrie Waite 63.69 per cent; 2nd, Mary 
Moore and John Beard 62.20; 3rd, Joan 
Jenkins and Jane Brook 61.69; 4th, Marjorie 
Morris and Bill Turner 58.93; joint 5th, Mary 
Lougher and Margaret Gough, and John Evans 
and Terry Reilly 51.30. 

Cowbridge and District Bridge Club - 
club night - Tuesday, March 8: 1st, Marian 
East and Pauline McAllen 62.70 per cent; 2nd, 
Ann Miller and Judy Springett 60.32; 3rd, 
Myrtle Hansard and Ann Bailey 59.13; joint 
4th, Teri Pollard and David Wright, and Ann 
Hughes and Debbie Rosevear 58.73; 6th, Pat 
and Brian Swain 50.40. BS 


The Glamorgan 
GEM is now on 
Twitter and 
Facebook! 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@gem_news, or visit 
our Facebook page: 

www.facebook. com/ 
gemnews 

Also, you can read us 
online at: 

barry-today, co. uk, 
cowbridge- 
today.co.uk 
llantwit-major- 
today.co.uk and 
bridgend-today. co. uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



Charity bike 
ride 

AT the end of 2010, ex- 
Welsh rugby interna¬ 
tional Ray Giles and 
friends, cycled from 
Kidwelly in west Wales 
via Llanelli, Mumbles, 
the Swansea Valley, the 
Rhondda Valley, 
Porthcawl, Bridgend, 
and Llantwit Major to 
Hnish in Pencoed to 
raise money for the 
‘Glaze Prostate 
Charity’. 

The event, which was 
sponsored by the Co¬ 
operative Stores, was 
held over a weekend, 
with the riders cycling 
80 road miles on the 
Friday with a further 50 
miles on the Saturday as 
well as 60 miles off-road 
on mountain bikes. 

The 20 Co-op stores 
visited during the 
marathon ride, organised 
a week of events and 
collectively they raised a 
magnificent £6,000. 

At a ceremony last 
Tuesday, Gary Chappel, 
the Co-operative opera¬ 
tions manager, presented 
the cheque to a delighted 
Ray Murray, chairman 
and founder of the Glaze 
Prostate Charity, who 
said that it would go 
towards the purchase of 
an ultra sound scanning 
unit for the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend. 

PACT 

meeting 

peso Jon Howe 
reported that there was 
a good turnout at the 
Pyle and Cefn Cribwr 
PACT meeting in the 
Pyle Life Centre, last 
Thursday evening. 

The neighbourhood 
policing team were 
please to announce that 
having monitored the 
parking issues in the 
area since the last PACT 
meeting and having 
issued police warnings 
to the main offenders, 
there no longer seems to 
be a problem. 

The problem of 
speeding on Cefn Road 
is likely to be an issue 
for some time to come, 
but has been and will 
continue to be closely 
monitored. 

Priorities for the next 
PACT meeting are: 
cycling on footpaths 


across both wards; park¬ 
ing in the areas of 
Bridge Street and 
Waunbant Road, Kenfig 
Hill; and anti-social 
behaviour in play areas 
across both wards. 

There are still a lot of 
residents living in the 
area who do not know 
what PACT stands for, 
why meetings are held 
or what their purpose is. 

PACT is short for 
‘Partnerships and 
Communities Together’; 
the meetings are intend¬ 
ed to give the public an 
opportunity to get to 
know local officers, 
highlight the community 
issues that are having an 
impact on quality of life 
and to assist in deciding 
which of these are dealt 
with as priorities. 

The next PACT meet¬ 
ing will be held on May 
19 at 6.30pm in the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill. In the 
meantime, if you have 
any concerns or informa¬ 
tion about any issues in 
your area, ring PCSO 
Jon Howe on 07805 
301491, and you will be 
dealt with in confidence. 

Concert 

THERE will be a con¬ 
cert in St Theodore’s 
Church, featuring the 
Kenfig Hill Male Voice 
Choir, the Welsh 
group, Aelwy yr Urdd 
Porthcawl and the very 
talented young organist 
and bassoonist Dan 
Pugh-Bevan, on Eriday, 
March 25 at Vpm. 

This is an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoy a top 
class concert and help 
your local church at the 
same time. 

Taster 

session 

A EREE taster session 
is being held in the 
community education 
centre at Cynffig 
Comprehensive School 
on Wednesday, March 
23 for anyone who is 
interested in holistic 
therapy courses. 

On offer at the ses¬ 
sions, which will be held 
between 9.30am- 
11.30am and lpm-3pm, 
is head massage, reflex¬ 
ology, reiki, aromathera¬ 
py, hopi candles, flower 
arranging, nail art and 
jewellery making. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


We are now on Twitter - 
follow us @ gem_news 
Eind us on Eacebook - 
just search for Gem News 


Everyone is welcome 
and free refreshments 
will be provided on the 
day. For further details, 
contact Jean White on 
07970 811283. 

KPC Youth 

KPC Youth is a bril¬ 
liant centre which pro¬ 
vides many activities 
for young people in the 
area to enjoy their 
leisure time. 

The charity relies on 
funding and public sup¬ 
port; however, at present 
they are running on their 
reserves and are looking 
for support with some 
on-going fundraising ini¬ 
tiatives. 

KPC would really 
appreciate your help by 
letting them have old 
toner cartridges, 
mobiles, used postage 
stamps, old unwanted 
clothes, bedding, bags, 
hats and belts. 

They would also be 
grateful for any good 
quality clothing or items 
which could be sold on 
Ebay (please label the 
bag Ebay). 

The next clothing col¬ 
lection will be taken 
from them on March 31, 
so they would be pleased 
to receive any bags prior 
to this. 

Items can be dropped 
off to them on Monday 
to Friday from 7 am-3pm 
or in the evening from 
5.I5pm-I0pm. KPC 
Youth is located next to 
Pil Primary School, off 
Pyle Inn Way, Pyle, 

CF33 6AB. Tel: 01656 
749219. 

Pisgah 

Ladies 

PISGAH Ladies 
Eellowship is running 
another of their popu¬ 
lar outings - a half-day 
trip to Brecon on 
Saturday, March 26. 

Before returning 
home, they will be going 
to the ‘Bishops Meadow 
Restaurant’ for an 
evening meal. 

If anyone is interested 
in going there are a few 
seats left. For details and 
to reserve your seat, 
telephone Rhian Jones 
on 01656 744772. 


Lunches 

LENT lunches - there 
will be soup lunches 
throughout Lent in St 
James’ Church Hall, 
Pyle, from Eriday, 
March 18 at 12.30pm. 

These will continue 
on each Friday up until, 
and including, April 15. 
Why not go along and as 
well as helping to raise 
some much-needed 
money, enjoy lunch in 
pleasant surroundings 
and company! 

Mynydd 

Cynffig 

Junior 

School 

THE following pupils 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school last week; 

Holly-May 

Evans/Connor Coombes, 
Class 1, Ewan Davis, 
Class 2, Lowri Thomas, 
Class 3, Kaisha-Louise 
Hughes, Class 4, 

Bradley Jenkins, Class 5, 
Taylor Anderson, Class 6 
and Callum Emery from 
Class 7. The 
Headteacher’s award 
went to Taylor Dennis. 
Congratulations also go 
to Callum Lewis, Taylor 
Anderson, Shauna 
Dunn-Jones, Josef Gray, 
Georgia Coleman, 
Connor Morgan, Luke 
Tozer, Lowri Thomas, 
Menna Smart, Rhys 
Perry and Connor 
.Jen ki ns for their excel¬ 
lent behaviour during 
lunchtime last week and 
as a reward they will be 
joining Mr Goldsworthy 
for lunch. 

Sport - Representing the 
school in the Bridgend 
Schools Cross Country 
League which was held 
at Cynffig 

Comprehensive School 
on March 5 were: Jack 
Joy, George Buckley, 
Shauna Lewis, Holly- 
May Evans, Alex 
Underhill, Harry Sleath, 
Oliver Roberts, Lowri 
Thomas and Emma Joy 
in the years 3 and 4 
races with Jack Collins, 
William Underhill, 
Megan Stevens, Layren 
Cooper, Anwen Sleath, 


LEFT: 

Photographed by 
Peter Gilling are: 

Ray Murray (chair¬ 
man of the Glaze 
charity); Rob Cook 
(manager of Pyle Co¬ 
op); Mark Jones 
(manager of orth- 
cawl Co-op); Gary 
Chappel (Co-op 
operations manager); 
Ray Giles; Sian 
Cornish (coffee shop, 
Pyle); Carole Gore 
(assistant manager, 
Pyle Co-op). 


Lois Flower, Senem 
Akpinar, Callum 
Brennan, Christopher 
Hatherly, Kaisha-Louise 
Hughes and Morgan 
Evans-Shaw in the years 
5 and 6 races. 

Last week, the rugby 
and netball teams played 
away to Porthcawl 
Primary School. The ‘A’ 
rugby team produced an 
excellent performance 
scoring eight tries, with 
Lewis Blythe, Lloyd 
Thomas, Jamie Knight, 
Ethan Hopkins, Thomas 
Morgan and Phillip 
Burnell scoring one each 
and the other two being 
scored by Anthony 
Burnell. 

The ‘B’ team also 
won with two tries from 
Leon Jones and one each 
from Luke Dingle and 
Jahvel Williams. 

On the netball court, 
the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams 
both won their matches. 
Shauna Dunn-Jones was 
player of the match for 
the ’A’ team who played 
really well in winning by 
4-0. For the ‘B’ team, 
Jessica Davies was the 
outstanding player in an 
8-3 victory. 

School Council - 
Elections took place for 
the new School Council 
last week and the suc¬ 
cessful candidates were: 
Class 1, Olivia Davies, 
Josef Gray; Class 2, 
Emily Walters, Thomas 
Llewellyn; Class 3, Alex 
Moodie, Jacob Hesketh; 
Class 4, Senem Akpinar, 
Phillip Burnell; Class 5, 
Anwen Sleath, Jack 
Underhill; Class 6, 
Rebecca Williams, Jac 
Flanagan; Class 7, 
Harriet James, Jordan 
Baker. 

Bridgend Orchestra - 

Year-5 pupil, Senem 
Akinpar is now a mem¬ 
ber of the Bridgend 
County Primary 
Orchestra. Senem, who 
plays the viola, has been 
taking weekly lessons at 
school with Miss Helen 
Davies. 

The orchestra which 
meets on a Friday night 
in Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive School, 
play at a very high stan¬ 
dard. Well done Senem. 
Red-Nose Day - 
Tomorrow, the school 
will be raising money 
for Comic Relief. The 
school council decided 
to have a ‘Dressing-up 
Day’ to raise money, 
with all contributions 
being donated to the 
Comic Relief Fund. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: If you wish to submit reports on any 
social activity in this region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 jyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CE32 9NQ 
TEL; 01656 725399 email; tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



School plans 

OGMORE VALE 
primary school 
headteacher Paul 
Booth advises 
responsible adults 
that a plan of the 
‘Gateways to the 
Valleys’, the new 
comprehensive 
school formed from 
the amalgamation 
of Ogmore and 
Ynysawdre compre¬ 
hensive schools is 
now on display in 
the reception. 

Easter eggs 

MEMBERS of the South 
and West Wales Wildlife 
Trust are organising an 
Easter egg hunt around 
the nature reserve at 
Parc Slip, Tondu on 
April 20, between 10am- 
12noon. The cost will be 
£2 per child. 

Contact the Easter 
bunny on 01656 724100; 
places must be booked 
in advance. 

Charity meal 

MEMBERS of the 
Tondu Wesley Methodist 
Church will be taking 
part in the Aberkenfig 
and District United 
Churches to support the 
charity Christian Aid this 
Saturday, March 19, 
between 12noon- 
1.15pm, by providing 
lunches consisting of 
soup, bread and a Welsh 
cake for £2.50. 

Free movie 

HOREB BAPTIST 
Chapel, Nantymoel in 
Dinam Close is inviting 
the public to a free film 
show on Saturday, 

March 19, at 4.30pm. 
Refreshments will be 
served before the film 
starts. 

It is based on the ‘left 
behind’ series of 16 best 
selling novels by Tim 
LaHaye and Jerry 
Jenkins, published by 
Tyndale House between 
1995 and 2007. 

The stories in the nov¬ 
els being based on the 
conflict between Nicolae 
Carpanthia (The 
Antichrist) who con¬ 
trolled the global com¬ 
munity and the tribula¬ 
tion force - and those on 
the side of the good. 

Left Behind II, 
Tribulation Force is the 
second in a series of 
three, all action thriller 
films. 

For more information 
phone Pastor Chris 
Bluto on 01443 675424. 

The chapel has 
Sunday services at 11am 
and 6pm. Everyone wel¬ 
come. 

Aberkenfig 

WI 

EUNICE WILLIAMS, 
president of Aberkenfig 
and District Women’s 
Institute, welcomed the 
members to the meet¬ 
ing on March 9. 

Happy birthday was 
sung to Eunice and 
Marian. 

Eunice reminded 
members of forthcoming 
events such as the Friday 
night hop on March 25; 
the fish and chip lunch 
on April 27 and the pro¬ 
posed lunch at the 
Nicholls Arms on June 
15. 

Then it was the turn 


of the speaker Ann Fox 
and her very able partner 
Heather, whose subject 
was ‘Weavers, Spinners 
and Dyers’. 

Both belong to the 
Tawe Spinners, Weavers 
and Dyers Guild in 
Pontardawe which is 30 
years old this year. 

Wool is the main fibre 
used in spinning and as 
there are 50 breeds of 
sheep, wool comes in 
many different varieties. 
It can be purchased in 
raw fleece, washed 
fleece or ready dyed; 
cashmere and yak wool 
can also be spun. 

Heather prefers to buy 
her fleece clean and 
ready to spin and the 
yarns she showed were 
very different in soft¬ 
ness. 

Ann also showed the 
ladies the results of her 
weaving classes which 
consisted of beautiful 
scarves and a large cush¬ 
ion all in lovely shades 
and textures. 

Joanne won the com¬ 
petition for an item 
beginning with the letter 
‘E’ with an earring and 
the raffle was won by 
Pauline. 

Eunice thanked the 
tea hostesses Barbara 
and Hilary for their 
efforts with the teapots 
and closed the meeting. 

The next meeting of 
Aberkenfig and District 
WI will be April 13, at 
2pm in the Welfare Hall, 
Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig when the 
speaker will be Gavin 
Davies whose subject 
will be ‘The Battle of 
Gettysburg’. 

The competition will 
be for any item begin¬ 
ning with the letter ‘R’ 
and there will be a sales 
table. Visitors and new 
members are always 
welcome. 

More information 
about Aberkenfig and 
District WI can be found 
on the Bridgend 
Cobwebs website ie: 
WWW. cobwebs, co. uk 

Fire victims 

A SHOW being held at 
the Workman’s Hall, 
Blaengarw will support 
the victims of the fire 
in Railway Terrace, 
Blaengarw. 

The occupants of the 
worst affected houses 
may not be able to return 
to their homes for at 
least eight months and 
very possibly 12 months. 
Amongst these unfortu¬ 
nate people is Donna 
Barber, the widow of 
Private Craig Barber. 

The show entitled A 
Charity Showcase will 
be on March 31 and 
tickets will be on sale at 
the door for £4. 

Church 

benefit 

ST BRIDE’S church, 
Llansantffraid is the 
venue for a concert 
tomorrow (March 18) 
at 7pm, with entertain¬ 
ment by members of 
Ogmore Valley male 
voice choir under musi¬ 
cal director Eira 
Paskin. Tickets: £5, at 
the door ; all money 
raised will go to church 
funds. 

The members of the 
parish of Llansantffraid, 
Betws and Aberkenfig 
are joining together in a 
special service on 


Sunday, March 20, at 
10am. They are support¬ 
ing the charity Tea Leaf 
Trust, based in Sri 
Lanka, set up to help 
educate the tea pickers. 

Sporting 

success 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school, 
Llangeinor recently 
played a rugby match 
against Blaengarw pri¬ 
mary school, which 
they won by 25-5, with 
tries scored by Evan 
Davies, loan Davies, 
leuan Jeremy, Kai 
Lewis and Daniel 
Parker. 

They have also played 
St John’s school, 
Porthcawl in a soccer 
match which Tynyrheol 
won f 3-1, goals being 
scored by leuan Jeremy 
with (two) and Evan 
Davies. They have pro¬ 
gressed to the semi¬ 
finals of Bridgend CBC 
primary schools plate 
competition. 

Headmaster Martin 
Griffiths has thanked 
parents who supported 
the pupils in the recent 
school eisteddfod, dur¬ 
ing which a total of £112 
was raised, evenly split 
between the Go Red for 
Wales charity, the appeal 
for disadvantaged 
youngsters and the 
school fund. 

He has also thanked 
the PTFA for purchasing 
new rugby kit for the 
school. 

The PTFA will be 
holding a quiz night at 
Llangeinor football club 
on Friday. March 27, at 
7.30pm, to school funds. 
Everyone is welcome. 

The school will be 
holding a non-uniform 
day tomorrow, Friday 
(March 18), where it is 
proposed there should be 
a donation of £1 per 
child or £2 per family. 
All money raised is to be 
donated to Comic Relief. 

Choir 

MAESTEG “Gleemen” 
male voice choir has 
welcomed four new 
members who have 
recently joined the 
choir - they are Steve 
Eastern, Wayne 
Kenealy, Bob Sneddon 
and Sebastion Walters. 
Sebastion is also a 
member of the Boys 
Aloud choir formed to 
take part in the Welsh 
National Eisteddfod. 

Wayne hasn’t missed 
a rehearsal though he 
drives to Maesteg from 
Barry Island twice a 
week, a round trip of 54 
miles. The choir is hold¬ 
ing its annual concert on 
Saturday, March 26, at 
7pm in Maesteg town 
hall; and is giving an 
opportunity to young¬ 
ster Ben Hodges, who 
will be playing the gui¬ 
tar. 

The winners of the 
junior and senior sec¬ 
tions in the Bridgend 
CBC 2011 competition 
of ‘The Young Singers 
of the Year’ &iydian 
Jenkins and both senior 
section competitors Mari 
and Lowri Izzard, will 
be singing a solo and 
joining with the choir in 
other choral parts. 
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Cowbridge pupils to join 
the professionals on stage 



LEFT: 

Adrian Colborne 
rehearsing the 
school orchestra. 


BELOW: 
Rosanna Forte 
at the piano. 


PUPILS at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School will be 
taking to the stage alongside a 
professional orchestra later 
this month. 

On Thursday, March 31 at 7.30pm 
the school’s orchestra and the Welsh 
Sinfonia will join forces for a special 
‘pro-am’ concert celebrating the 
school’s new auditorium and their 
newly-acquired Bosendorfer concert 
grand piano. 

The programme has been jointly 
devised by the Welsh Sinfonia’s artistic 
director Mark Eager, and the school’s 
head of music, Adrian Colborne, to 
showcase what each orchestra can do - 
and a bit extra. 

Mark Eager said: “We’re giving the 
school’s senior musicians the chance to 
play alongside experienced profession¬ 
al players in a varied concert pro¬ 
gramme. 

“The Welsh Sinfonia will play some 
Karl Jenkins, Vivaldi and Piazolla; 
then their musicians will join us on the 
platform to play Carnival of the 
Animals by Saint-Saens. 

“One of the many highlights of the 
evening will be the performance by 


pupil Rosanna Eorte of a movement 
from Mozart’s Piano Concerto No 18 
in B flat K456 on the new piano, 
accompanied by the Welsh Sinfonia 
and some of the pupils. 

“The school orchestra will finish the 
evening with a great arrangement of 
music from Pirates of the Caribbean, 
with a few of our players lending a 
hand.” 

Adrian Colborne said: “It’s a fantas¬ 
tic opportunity for our senior players to 
get a taste of the discipline and stan¬ 
dards expected in a professional 
orchestra, while knowing that they will 
be musically looked after! 

“Mark Eager will have been in to 
rehearse them on their own, in 
advance, and we will rehearse together 
on the afternoon of the concert. 

“The programme is fantastic - it’s 
going to be a great evening’s music, 
and I have no doubt at all that our play¬ 
ers will find that playing alongside 
such good musicians will raise their 
game more than they ever expected, 
and leave them with some wonderful 
memories.” 

Tickets are on sale from the school 
box office, or online through 
WWW. welshsinfonia. co. uk 


School council impress Senedd 



St David’s Church in Wales School Council - with impressed VIP. 
THE St David’s Church in Wales decisions I had to make and whether I 
School Council at Colwinston went enjoyed my job. 


to the Senedd to discuss issues 
about their role and how it com- 


“We talked about their school 
council and how they are supporting 


their school and I was very impressed 
pared to role and responsibilities of ihdi they knew about the recent refer- 
an AM and cabinet minister. endum and understood so much 

Jane Hutt commented: “/ was very about the Assembly,” added the Vale 
impressed. They identified with my AM, who is also finance minister at 
role and asked me about the difficult the Assembly. 


‘The Llangan Special’ will 
report all the school news 


EXTRA! Extra! Read all about 
it in the Llangan Special! 

In Llangan Primary School, the 
pupils have been working hard to pro¬ 
duce a school newspaper called ‘The 
Llangan Special’. 

The editorial team consists of Quin, 
Jasmine, Justine, Nia and Ella. 

Every child has a very important 
role to play in the running of the news¬ 
paper - from editing the sports pages 
to judging the competition entries. 

The newspaper club runs every 
Tuesday with Mr Williams as chief 
editor. 

The newspaper club promises to 
report the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth for the communi¬ 
ty of Llangan Primary School and sur¬ 
rounding area. 

The newspaper will inform the com¬ 
munity of all we have done in school 
from the school trips to news of our 
new car park that is due to be built in 
the next few months. 

This year, our school is celebrating 
100 years of educating the community 
of Llangan and surrounding area - and 



you can celebrate with us too! 

If you used to be a pupil of Llangan 
Primary School when you were a child 
and have any fond memories, funny 
stories or even photographs to share 
with the pupils of Llangan Primary 
School we would love to hear from 
you! 

You can contact the school on 01446 
772403 or get in contact with us via 
our website www.llanganprima- 
ryschool.ik.org. We look forward to 
celebrating the next 100 years! 

STEVE WILLIAMS 
Deputy Headteacher, 
Llangan Primary School 


Local biker 
rides ‘Route 
66’ at 66 for 
Macmillan! 


ABOVE: Gareth Jones 


LOCAL resident and 
lifelong motorcycle 
enthusiast, Mr 
Gareth Jones will 
leave his home in 
Bridgend on 
Wednesday, May 18, 
on his newly-hired 
Harley Davidson, to 
raise vital funds for 
people living locally 
who are affected by 
cancer. 

Gareth, 66, will be 
joined by other bikers 
on the journey along the 
famous ‘Route 66’ 
which is 2,500 miles in 
distance. 

Gareth had initially 
planned to complete his 
fundraising endeavour 
with his friends Dave 
Curl and Steve Everitt 
who did this ride in 
2009 to raise money for 
the charity but was 
unable to do so because 
of an accident that he 
had before they were 
due to set off. 

Gareth said: “Over 
the past 18 months we 
have lost three family 
members to cancer. 

This has inspired me to 
raise funds for 
Macmillan in order to 




provide more care and 
support for other 
patients.” 

Undeterred, and now 
feeling better, Gareth 
has chosen to complete 
the ride on his own in 
support of the charity 
and is hoping to raise 
thousands of pounds for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support in the process. 

Debbie Jones, 
fundraising manager for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support in Bridgend 
said: “Macmillan is 
there to support anyone 
who has been affected 
by the illness, whether 
it’s by providing med¬ 
ical help through spe¬ 
cialist nurses and doc¬ 
tors or even giving 
financial help through 
patient grants and bene¬ 
fits advice.” 

Anyone wishing to 
sponsor Gareth can do 
so by sending their 
donations (made 
payable to Macmillan 
Cancer Support) to the 
local fundraising office 
at 1, Oldfield Road, 
Bocam Park, Pencoed, 
CF35 5LJ. 



I Youth members of the Vale Volunteer Bureau with the AM. 


Young volunteers are 
honoured at Senedd 


THE achievements of young 
people and the work of the Vale 
Volunteer Bureau were cele¬ 
brated at an awards ceremony 
in the Senedd. 

It was hosted by Vale AM Jane 
Hutt, who said: “It is an established 
fact that far more children and 
young people than adults for exam¬ 
ple, do unpaid voluntary work in 
their communities. 


“Young people are taking respon¬ 
sibility in their schools in all sorts of 
ways; as playground volunteers and 
in supporting younger pupils and in 
school councils. 

“They are also taking responsibil¬ 
ity in their communities and within 
their families. The awards presented 
tonight clearly show this and we 
must congratulate our young people 
on their efforts and achievements.” 


‘Ain’t no mountain 
high enough’ to 
deter Val and Claire 


IF there were 
Oscar awards for 
WI speakers, then 
those at 

Southerndown’s 
March meeting 
would surely be 
contenders! 

‘Ain’t no mountain 
high enough’ is a good 
maxim for the two enter¬ 
tainers, Val Weaver and 
Claire Davies, who relat¬ 
ed their Macmillan nurs¬ 
es fundraising experi¬ 
ences. 

What began as a one- 
off ambitious event in 
2003, has developed into 
an annual, varied money 
raiser for their cause. 

Val and Claire started 
by begging, pleading, 
collecting from individu¬ 
als, financial concerns, 
charitable bodies, to help 
finance their sponsored 
first trip to Iceland. 

Each year since, they 


I SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS 


have striven to meet dif¬ 
ferent challenges having 
travelled to Peru, The 
Great Wall of China, 
Mount Kilimanjaro 
(worryingly daunting), 
the Arctic, cycling a 
‘mini’ tour de Erance, 
and sailing the English 
Channel and Channel 
Islands. 

On all of these ven¬ 
tures, they met each test 
with humour and deter¬ 
mination, facing the 
highs and lows, the 


should be at the top of 
their high mountain. To 
date, they have raised 
£100,000 plus for this 
very worthy cause. 

Other matters and 
events were covered by 
president Rhiannon 
Gaen. A group from 
Southerndown attended 
a ‘Women reaching 
women’ lunch, Wilma 
Lock reported. 

A list of all forthcom¬ 
ing events is to be found 
in county letter, avail- 


inconveniences (yes - on able to all members. 


every trip!) shown in 
excellent revealing 
slides. Above all, they 
met some wonderful, 
down-to-earth people. 

These two individuals 
were funny, honest, 
motivated, heart warm¬ 
ing, a good illustration 
of how ‘from little 
acorns do grow great 
oaks’. Surely their oak 


Members please consult 
and consider the 
Glamorgan Show sched¬ 
ule on July 9. 

The next monthly 
meeting is on April 14 at 
St Brides Major church 
hall, 7.15pm. Marjorie 
Page WILL GIVE A 
TALK ON on Clarice 
Cliff. 

Brenda Meredith 


Cowbridge RFC under-8s 
develop their teamwork 


ON what seemed to be the first 
true morning of spring, Llandaff 
North came to Cowbridge to play 
Cowbridge under-8s. 

Llandaff North, despite a shortage 
of numbers, agreed to play a full 40 
minutes of rugby, while the Cowbridge 
squad was split into two teams: 

Team A: loan Davies, David Harris, 
Robbie Hawkins, Harri Howkins, 
Oliver Jarmain, Aled Leitch, Charlie 
Locke, lestyn Owen, Jack Riley, Harry 
Whittaker and Jake Williams. 

Team B: Iwan-Thomas Bartle, 
Catrin Evans, Ben Earrell, James 
Gilvear, Matthew Gilvear, Elis 
Greenwood ,Harry Holtam, Elis 
Howell, Tom Johnson, Einn Martin 
Jones, Robyn Martin, McKinley 
Parsons and Dewi Williams. 

(Team A) Cowbridge 5 - Llandaff 
North 1 

The first game was initially littered 
with errors but Cowbridge proved too 
strong for Llandaff North. Special 
mention in this game goes to Oliver 
Jarmain whose all round play stood 
out. 

Tries: Oliver Jarmain (two), Harry 
Whittaker (two) and Jake Williams. 

(Team B) Cowbridge 4 - Llandaff 
North 4 


The second game saw Cowbridge 
prove their mettle by coming back 
from 2-0 and 3-1 deficits to draw at 
four tries each. 

James Gilvear capped an excellent 
performance with two tries. Iwan- 
Thomas Bartle and Elis Howell scored 
the other tries. 

Game 3 

In the third game, Llandaff North 
seemed to improve, and Cowbridge As 
victory was limited to 3-1. The first try 
was scored by Jake Williams, follow¬ 
ing an excellent pass by Charlie Locke. 

The second try was scored by Jack 
Riley, while the third was scored by 
Harri Howkins. 

Game 4 

Llandaff North seemed to regroup 
for the final game against Cowbridge 
B. Cowbridge’s only try was scored by 
Ben Earrell and this was just after he 
had another effort denied by the refer¬ 
ee. 

A resurgent Llandaff North ran in 
four. 

The verdict on these performances 
is that Cowbridge under-8 s are much 
improved and can now look forward, 
with some justification, to the 
Chippenham Rugby Eestival on March 
20. JS 
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BRIDGEND and DISTRICT YMCA celebrate 

YEARS at Angel Street and invite you to their 
I I exhibition and new facility unveiiing on 

W W SATURDAY 2nd APRIL 


Bridgend YMCA celebrates 
50 years in Angel Street 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


I N some ways, celebrating 50 years of 
the YMCA in Bridgend is a little mis¬ 
leading - because the organisation 
has been going strong in the town for 167 
years. 

However, the charity is celebrating its 50th year 



“promoting positive change 
in peopie and places” 


Valley and Vale Community Arts 
Youth Theatre meet at Bridgend 
YMCA every Wednesday at 6pm 

If you are interested in joining any of our 
activities or finding our more about our 
organisation please contact us on 

01656 729246 

admin @ valleyandvale.co.uk 
or visit our website 

www.valleyandvale.co.uk 



Argie’s 

Coffee 

For all your beverage 
requirements from the 
supply of a pour and 
serve coffee machine to 
the design and installation 
of a coffee shop 
Unit 5, Brynmenyn Business Centre, St. Theodore’s 
Way, Brynmenyn Ind. Est., Bridgend CF32 9TZ. 
Tel 01656 722733 Fax 01656 722377 
www.argiescoffee.co.uk 

Congratulations Bridgend and Distria YMCA 



bounty 

Pleased to support this worthy project 


in its Angel Street premises, and is keen to show off 
the results of a recent refurbishment at an open day 
on Saturday, April 2 (12 noon to 4.30pm). 

The open day also gives the YMCA a chance to 
restate its commitment to staying in Angel Street, 
after a period of speculation about its future. 

The general manager of the Bridgend YMCA, 
Lisa Gilchrist, said: “We see this as a chance to 
show off the centre now that a great deal of repaint¬ 
ing has been done, together with the arrival of new 
carpets, furniture and equipment.” 

The changes do not end there, though, because a 
coffee lounge has been created, together with much 
uprated kitchen facilities. 

The coffee lounge has been developed in direct 
response to requests from the young person’s group 
that meets regularly in the YMCA. 

Lisa Gilchrist said: “The Bridgend Youth 
Council has five members from Bridgend YMCA 
who sit on our management board. 

“They said that they wanted a place to ‘hang out’ 
in the evenings which was alcohol free and where 
they could do a variety of things. 

“The lounge will have four computers with inter¬ 
net access to help them do homework if they want, 
and there will also be a TV set up to play computer 
games.” 

She added that a meeting place such as this 
would mean that young people would also be able 
to get advice from older, qualified people in the 
YMCA. 

The April open day will be a chance to meet any¬ 
one involved with the day-to-day operation of the 
YMCA, including members of the management 
board and people who use the centre. 

Lisa said: “We do have some meeting rooms 
available to hire, so anyone interested can take a 
good look round and ask any questions they want.” 

Another new activity at the YMCA is the ‘Y- 
Wednesday’ Group, which meets once a week and 
caters for children and young people (aged seven to 
16) with special needs. 


The equipment for this new group was funded by 
the charity appeal of former Bridgend County 
Borough Mayor, Cleone Westwood. 

In fact, this charity fund also paid for two of the 
computers in the young person’s coffee lounge 
while the other two were supplied by the Bridgend 
Lions Club. 

The Lions, of course, have a long-standing rela¬ 
tionship with the YMCA in Angel Street, as it is the 
venue for the club’s massive book sale weekends. 

The most recent, said Lisa Gilchrist, raised 
£9,000! 

She added: “One thing people tend to forget is 
that we are a registered charity, and we do need to 


ABOVE (left to right): 

Youth council members James 
Miller, Rhiannon Cichocki, Joshua 
Fryer and Stephanie Cichocki try 
out the comfy chairs in the coffee 
lounge. 


raise our own funds and look for value for money. 

“Because of that, we want to get the maximum 
value from our new kitchen attached to the coffee 
shop, which has been upgraded and is well 
equippped. 

“We have a steady flow of people using the cen¬ 
tre during the day, so we are looking for voluteers 
to run that kitchen. 

“We would even consider an offer from a com¬ 
mercial concern who might want to use it.” 

She added: “The YMCA’s upgrade includes 
CCTV and modem alarm systems, so we can offer 
a high level of security, both inside the building and 
in the car park.” 


“I d like to 
congratulate 
Bridgend YMCA ^ 
for providing so 
many activities 
for young 
people in 
Bridgend over 
the last 50 
years.” 

Carwyn Jones, Assembly Member for Bridgend 
Please direct enquiries to: Emiyn House, 

36 Caroline Street, Bridgend CF31 IDQ 
carwynjones@wales.gov.uk 


CLARITYcopkrs 

The Clear 
Choice... 

SMARR 

Main Dealers 
Clarity Copiers, Unit 21, Crosby Yard 
Industrial Estate, BRIDGEND CE31 IJZ. 

Tel: 01656 667879 

www.clarity-copiers.co.iik/glamorgan 


Bring your memories to the 
YMCA's special open day 

B ridgend YMCA has issued an open invitation to past members to 
come along and share their memories at its 50th anniversary open 
day on April 2. 

Old photographs or newspaper articles will be given pride of place on the day if they can 
be dropped in beforehand, but any member who arrives on April 2 with any memorabilia will 
be made very welcome! 

The YMCA general manager, Lisa Gilchrist, told The GEM: “The open day is about look¬ 
ing to the future and showing off our new facilities, but we also want to celebrate the past 
with anyone who has a connection to the YMCA.” 

She added: “There must be so many people who have memories of the YMCA, either here 
in Angel Street or even before that time. 

“Come along, have a snack and a cup of tea or coffee, and see what long-forgotten 
memories may be revived.” 

The open day is on Saturday, April 2, from 12 noon to 4pm. 

For more information, telephone 01656 654613, or e-mail bridgendymca@hotmail.com 






For Wills & Probate Contact Mr J A Taylor 


CAr : AR 

also a full range of legal services including: 
Conveyancing - Residental & Comnnercial 
Free written quotations on request 


Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


WATTS 

MORGAN 


For all of your residential and 
commercial property needs contact 
Watts & Morgan Estate Agents. 

www.wattsandmorgan.co.uk 
Telephone: 0I656%44288 

Email: bndgend@wattsandmorgan.co.uk 


Lions 
Club of 
Bridgend 

Congratulations 
to Bridgend YMCA. 

We ’re delighted to serve the 
community in partnership with you. 

www.bridgendlions.org.uk 

and on Facebook 
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ALIEN INVASION FILM 
HAS PLENTY OF BANG - 

but not much in wav of storu 




of a high standard, 
Liebsman and his crew 


SCREEN 


I F Hollywood 
has taught us 
anything about 
aliens, it is that 
they are out there, 
and more often 
than not, they are 
more than happy to 
blow us to 
smithereens before 
a dramatic fight- 
back sends them 
scuttling home. 

While aliens and their 
invasions prove fertile 
ground to screenwriters 
and directors, some 
films just fail to work - 
Skyline was one of 
them. This preposterous 
film about an alien inva¬ 
sion in Los Angeles was 
a cliched disaster, some¬ 
thing the makers of 
Battle Los Angeles may 
have taken note of, as 
the bones of the story 
are the same. 

Battle Los Angeles 
follows an alien inva¬ 
sion as a group of 
marines (led by Aaron 
Eckhart) must defend 
Los Angeles from being 
overtaken by extra-ter¬ 
restrial invaders... 

In order to distance 
itself from the tradition¬ 
al ‘alien invasion’ films, 
the makers of Battle Los 
Angeles wanted to make 
a war film where it just 
so happened the enemy 
was extra terrestrial, not 


our fellow man. 

This approach does¬ 
n’t really pay any divi¬ 
dends as ultimately it 
works in the same way 
as many other invasion 
films, albeit with an 
onus on realism. 

The build-up to the 
actual battle is cleverly 
executed, with captions 
breaking down the main 
characters and the situa¬ 
tion as it unfolds, while 
shaky, hand-held cam¬ 
eras lend proceedings an 
intimacy and reality. 

Of course, all the por¬ 
tents of doom are clev¬ 
erly signposted (the 
couple getting married, 
the officer who is retir¬ 
ing from active duty) 
and once the set-up is 
over, we more or less 
get wall-to-wall action 
and excitement. 

However, despite 
Jonathan Liebsman’s 
strong directorial skills, 
what follows may more 
than satisfy in terms of 
action but offers very 
little fresh or inventive. 

Liebsman apes the 
visceral visual style that 
is becoming more and 
more common, getting 
the camera in among the 
action. But the actual 
set-pieces themselves 
often become a blur of 
over-the-top editing and 
endless gunfire and 
explosions. 

The special effects, as 
you would expect, are 


reducing Los Angeles 
and a variety of other 
cities to ash and rubble, 
and they look and feel 
seamless; but away 
from the fancy cosmet¬ 
ics and visuals there is 
very little to hold your 
attention. 

The story, scripted by 
Christopher Bertolini, is 
merely the frame on 
which to hang the action 
and explosions, and 
reeks of predictability, 
from the storyline to the 
characters that inhabit it. 

Such paper thin char¬ 
acterisation ill serves 
the cast, with only 
Aaron Eckhart, as the 
retiring sergeant pulled 
back into the fold once 
the invasion begins, 
having anything resem¬ 
bling a narrative hook, 
and the actor, though far 
too good for material 
like this, provides a 
decent turn. 

The one thing that 
fans of computer games 
such as Call of Duty 
may notice is how 
closely the film resem¬ 
bles them - the smoky 
streets, endless ‘bad 
guys’ and missions to 
fulfil before you can 
progress to the next part 
of the story. It all high¬ 
lights that Battle Los 
Angeles probably would 
have made an excellent 
‘shoot-em-up’ game; as 


TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


it is, it is merely a 
diverting, if ultimately 
forgettable, action 
movie. 

VERDICT - 
Disappointingly dull. 
Battle Los Angeles is a 
lumbering action movie 
that certainly has thrills 
and spills, but ones that 
wears thin as the film 
goes on. As a brainless 
slice of popcorn enter¬ 
tainment it has its 
moments, but its lack of 
an engaging stog/ works 
against it; still, it is a 
dam sight better than 
Skyline\ 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Independence 
Day, Cloverfield, Black 
Hawk Down. 

Battle Los Angeles is 
on general release now. 


In the footsteps of Wales’ 
industrial pioneers 


PENARTH 

A GROUP of ten walkers 
and Jodie the dog joined 
leaders Krys and Pam at 
Radyr station on a rather 
overcast, cloudy morning, 
and they left via Junction 
Terrace which led them 
towards the Danescourt 
housing estate. 

This suburb of Cardiff was 
originally a separate village and 
developed after the Norman inva¬ 
sion of Wales at the beginning of 
the 12th century. 

It formed part of the Cantref of 
Miskin, which was a medieval 
land division, deriving from the 
Welsh cant, meaning one hundred 
and tref meaning town. 

The early settlement developed 
around the Norman church and 
manor house now known as 
Danescourt. During the 15th cen¬ 
tury the area became a wasteland 
and in 1469, Thomas Mathew 
inherited it through marriage and 
built Radyr Court an imposing 
manor house, where courts were 
held until it was destroyed by fire 
in the 19th century. 

Crossing some wasteland from 
where there are good views 
towards Castell Coch, Craig yr 
Allt and the Wenallt, they fol¬ 
lowed a narrow road and went 
underneath a railway bridge to 
join the banks of the River Taff 
and walked towards Llandaff 
North Bridge. 

Crossing the bridge they 
entered Hailey Park which has 
been open for public recreation 
since 1926 and joined part of the 
Taff Trail which is popular with 
joggers, walkers and cyclists. 


ND DISTRICT 

They passed under a disused 
railway bridge and reached the 
Melingriffith Pump. 

The Melingriffith Tinplate 
Works, built in 1794 just across 
the River Taff from Radyr, was 
built on the site of an old com mill 
and became the largest employer 
of local workers in its two hundred 
year history. 

The tin mills were powered by 
water drawn from the Taff down 
the Melingriffith feeder stream but 
the only visible sign today is the 
dry feeder stream and the restored 
water pump opposite Oak Cottage, 
the rest of the area has been built 
over. 

Heading away from the Taff 
Trail the group passed a housing 
estate where the tinplate works 
once stood and joined what is left 
of the old Glamorgan Canal. 

Constmction of the canal began 
in 1790 on the 25-mile route from 
Merthyr Tydfil to the port of 
Cardiff and with a drop of 165- 
metres, fifty locks were installed. 

Richard Crawshay was a major 
shareholder in the canal company 
and treated the canal as his proper¬ 
ty, until other ironmasters on the 
opposite side of the River Taff 
became annoyed at paying tolls 
and built the Merthyr Tramroad. 

Eventually the canal was closed 
in 1951 as years of coal mining in 
the surrounding area had caused 
subsidence, and what is left is now 
a nature reserve. 

Leaving the canal, they passed 
the award winning Amersham 
International building before 
rejoining the Taff Trail to Radyr 
Weir. Erom 1749, iron from 
Pentyrch was transported by pack- 
horse, then tub boats were used on 


RAMBLERS 

the Taff and passed through the 
feeder via a lock at Radyr Weir, 
but this practice ended in 1815 and 
a tramway was built. 

Crossing the Taff via a foot¬ 
bridge the group made their way 
back to Radyr station, which 
opened in 1863 when the popula¬ 
tion began to grow as the Taff Vale 
and then the Great Western 
Railway brought employment to 
the area. 

Radyr stone has been used for 
decorative work in the Cardiff 
area, including Llandaff 
Cathedral, buildings at Cardiff 
Docks and bridges on the Taff 
Vale railway line. 

On March 19, meet 9am at 
Cogan Leisure Centre for a 10- 
mile moderate walk from 
Blaenavon taking in the history of 
the iron trail; contact Clive on 029 
2065 4156. 

On March 20, meet 9am at 
Cogan for a 10-mile walk from 
Brockweir in the lovely Wye 
Valley; contact Nick on 01446 
420540. 

Wear suitable clothing, prefer¬ 
ably boots and carry waterproofs, 
food and drinks. Some degree of 
fitness is required and if you are in 
any doubt, then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. For details 
of other walks please log onto 
www.ramblers.org.uk Rucksack 
badges, programmes and mem¬ 
bership advice can be obtained 
from Pam on 029 2021 9102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE • PORTHKERRY 


It looks like being a classic summer season here at the 
Ocean Lounge. With a few more improvements, and ^ 
some changes to the menu with a new specials board, ^ 
we are definitely worth visiting. 


Can you be entertained? 

Mixing it up a bit more this year! As well as cabaret nights on a 
Saturday we will be having some bands and comedians, plus a 
mixture of other acts on a Friday (Easter onwards) such as karaoke, 
theme nights, band nights, comedy nights, and drag artists, there is 
something for everyone. It’s the only place to 
go to over the Bank holiday weekends, with three big nights of enter¬ 
tainment. Keep an eye out for what’s coming. 

And to eat? We offer a great value menu from only £4.99 with 
traditional family favourites, plus some more unusual fayre too. Don’t for¬ 
get our Curry with a pint on Thursday evenings from the end of May 
onwards. It’s been really popular, with home made curries changing 
weekly, plus the Thursday quiz. Sunday lunch from £6.95 offers 
exceptional value for a table served meal in relaxed 
surroundings without the hustle and the bustle of the usual carvery fare. 
Booking for lunch is definitely recommended. 

The location? With fantastic views from the cliff top overlooking the 
Bristol Channel, with views to The Knap and the historic islands of 
Steepholm and Flatholm, and on a clear day across to Weston it is a 
great place to find refreshment with the large cliff top patio and outdoor 
seating. And yet only a 10 minute trip from Barry or Llantwit Major. 

What else? A large car park and pleasant 
location makes us an ideal place to hold 
hold a wedding reception, birthday party 
conference or any private function. 

In short, a great place, serving 
good food and good beer, 
with a great atmosphere! 











Bookings for Mothers Day 
now being taken! 

3 Course Meai £9.95 

plus pianist/violin 

Booking definitely recommended 
to avoid disappointment. 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday, 19th March Sherrie Lee Lewis (Vocalist) 
Saturday, 26th March Lee Jay (Vocalist) 


CAR BOOT SALE 

PORTHKERRY LEISURE PARK, 
RHOOSE, CF62 3ZP 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 


Saturday, 
19th March 
Rugby shown on 
JargeTV Screen, 


SUNDAY ROAST £6.95 

IN THE OCEAN LOUNGE BAR 

TO FIND US, CLICK ^DIRECTIONS’ @ 
WWW.FIREJOUST.COM 


^ ^ ^ ★ Telephone; 01446 710362 / 711538 ^ ^ 


Open Friday 5pm -12 midnight; Saturday 12 noon - 4pm, 7pm - 12 midnight; Sunday 12 noon - 4pm 
See our advert in The GEM for regular entertainment updates and extended opening dates 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


BRAINS 
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Out and About with The GEM 


The ‘Midnight Walkers’ 
help all at Ty Hafan 



IT’S that time of 
year again...when 
ladies and girls 
across the Vale and 
Bridgend start 
thinking about buy¬ 
ing an extra special 
pair of pyjamas - 
ready for the ‘Ty 
Hafan Midnight 
Sleep Walk’ which 
has opened for reg¬ 
istration. 

Now in its third year, 
the Cardiff event will be 


taking place on Friday, 
May 13, giving a chance 
for families, friends and 
work colleagues to don a 
pair of pink flashing 
bunny ears and generally 
have a fun night, a 
spokeswoman said. 

“By giving up just 
one night of sleep, walk¬ 
ers will be helping 
mums across Wales who 
care for their life-limited 
children. For them, a full 
night’s sleep can be so“ 

Last year saw num¬ 
bers double to more than 


1,000 ladies and girls for 
the event, which started 
from the Millennium 
Stadium at midnight, 
following a route down 
to the Bay before return¬ 
ing by the same route. 

“The night is not just 
for the ladies: husbands, 
brothers and boyfriends 
can play an important 
part in helping to mar¬ 
shal the route”. 

To register, call 029 
2067 2065 or go online 
to www.midnightsleep- 
walk.co.uk 


Know your musicals 
and win some stamps! 


ROYAL MAIL is 
celebrating more 
than seven decades 
of popular UK 
stage musicals on a 
new set of stamps, 
‘Stage Musicals,’ 
and have been 
praised by Welsh 
musical theatre 
director and per¬ 
former, Mai Pope. 

The musicals stamps 
feature such classic West 


pig 


match 
winner 


THE winner of our 
GEM competition, in 
conjunction with 
McDonalds, for a 
pair of tickets to the 
Wales-England foot¬ 
ball match in Cardiff 
on March 26, was 
Arwel Jones, of 
Coychurch. 

Look out for more 
fabulous competi¬ 
tions in The GEM! 


End productions as We 
Will Rock You, one of 
the eight stamps includ¬ 
ing Blood Brothers, 
Oliver!, Spamalot, 
Rocky Horror Show, Me 
and My Girl, Return to 
the Forbidden Planet 
and Billy Elliot and read¬ 
ers of The Glamorgan 
GEM have the chance to 
win a presentation pack 
of these impressive 
stamps. 

Mai Pope, who has 
written songs for Cliff 
Richard and The Hollies 
and has sung with Elton 
John and Bonnie Tyler - 
and toured with Art 
Garfunkel - is a keen fan 
of West End musicals. 

He has also written a 
few of his own - includ¬ 
ing the popular 
Cappuccino Girls, per¬ 
formed at several theatre 
venues across Wales. 

To win a set of musi¬ 
cal stamps in a special 
presentation pack, sim¬ 
ply answer the following 
question: 

Which of these musi¬ 
cals has Mai Pope writ¬ 
ten? 

a) Cappuccino Girls 

b) Espresso Boys 

c) Latte Aliens 


Send your answers on 
a postcard marked 
‘Musical Stamps ’ to: 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL, 
no later than March 25. 

Normal terms and 
conditions apply and the 
judge’s decision is final. 
Good luck! 



Barry 

Round Table 


We are looking for new members 
to join our organisation to 
help local charities raise local 
funds for worthy causes. 

If you enjoy meeting new friends, socialising 
and helping your local community, e-mail us 
at chairman@barryroundtable.co.uk 
We look forward to hearing from you. . 


Award-winning 
comedy in the 
Market Theatre 



ABOVE: Jeff Grist (who plays Colin) 


THE Cowbridge 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society’s next pro¬ 
duction - to be 
staged over three 
nights (March 
24-26) at 7.30pm in 
the Market Theatre 
- is Michael 
Frayn’s award¬ 
winning philosophi¬ 
cal comedy The 
Benefactors. 

The play is about 
two couples., an archi¬ 
tect (David) who has 
just won a slum clear¬ 
ance project and his 
super-efficient wife, 
Jane, and a journalist 
(Colin) and a nurse 
(Sheila) who live 
across the street. 

The redevelopment 
that goes on is not con¬ 
fined to buildings but 
extends to the charac¬ 
ters and their mar- 


MP’s surgeries 

VALE MPAlun Cairns, will be holding sur¬ 
geries for advice and assistance on Eriday, 
March 18, at the following locations: 

1.30pm - 3pm at Wenvoe Community Hall, 
Wenvoe. 

4pm - 5.30pm at Tesco, Stirling Road, Barry. 
Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but sur¬ 
geries are very busy, and it is advisable to call 
01446 403814 to make an appointment. 


ly Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D661. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£1,500, was not won this 
week. 

• £2,000: 173909. 
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363873; 

298644; 

619391; 

124094; 

858088; 

796156; 

396231; 


685595; 

358949; 

417390; 

237341; 

307354; 

883012; 

191610; 

375258. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


riages. Twists and 
turns abound as the 
plot moves towards its 
conclusion. 

Tickets are on sale 
from Davies, the 
Newsagent, in the High 
Street, or they may be 
reserved by telephoning 
the director, Brenda 
Grove on 01446 
772732. 


‘Asylum 
of the 
Universe’ 

A GEOGRAPHY 
teacher now work¬ 
ing in adult educa¬ 
tion, Andrew Chyba, 
who is the chairman 
of the Bridgend 
Green Party, is the 
author of The 
Asylum of the 
Universe, a series of 
essays. 

These explore such 
disparate and wide- 
ranging questions as: 
Why wear clothes? What 
is the value of sport? 
Why do we have coun¬ 
tries? What should 
schools teach? Why are 
we such fussy eaters? 
What is the point of art? 
How should we view 
death? Can we save the 
planet? 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact 
Asylum® chyba. go - 
plus.net; or 078 1066 
3241. 


.Barnardo’s benefits 
from choir’s concert 



Left to right: Nans Binding, Ann Davies, Gareth Roberts, 
June Davis and musical director Dorothy Connell. 


BARRY Male Voice Choir 
chairman Gareth Roberts was 
recently delighted to present 
the Barry Barnado’s group 
members. Nans Binding, Ann 
Davies and June Davis, with a 
cheque for £750, the proceeds 
of the choir’s Christmas carol 
concert at St Mary’s Church, 
Barry. 

Ann Davies, chair of the Bamado’s 


Sargent. 

The choir now look forward to a 
pioneering joint concert with Barry 
Comprehensive School on the evening 
of Wednesday, April 6. Ticket prices 
are: adult £3, children £1.50 and will 
be available at the school, (01446 
411411) or from Barry Male Voice 
Choir members. 

Chairman Gareth Roberts 
explained: “We are proud to join up 
with the talented students of the 


Group thanked the choir for dedicating *‘=>'001. This is a part of our outreach 
its concert to them and added: “This programme into the wider community 
generous gift will allow us to continue ^ establishing links 

to support many vital local schemes with the younger generation. We look 
aimed at improving the lives of chil- forward to seeing old and new support- 
dren whose lives are blighted by a lack ®rs at this exciting event.” 
of opportunities.” Visitors and anyone who might be 

The choir continues to be very busy interested in joining the choir are wel- 
and during a successful St David’s Day come at practices in Holy Trinity 
celebration at Wetherspoons’ Sir Church Hall, Trinity Street, Barry, on 
Samuel Romilly, £170 was collected Mondays and Thursdays at 7.30pm. 
for CLIC Sargent, the children’s cancer Further information is available on 
charity founded by Sir Malcolm www.barrymalevoicechoir.co.uk 


The Big 
Screen 


BIG SCREEN’S 
next presentation is 
Another Year 

(Certificate 12) on 
Thursday, March 
24, at 7.30pm in the 
town hall. 

This critically- 

acclaimed and Oscar 
nominated film is direced 
by Mike Leigh. 

It stars Jim Broadbent, 
Lesley Manville and 
Ruth Sheen and contrasts 
the serenity and happi¬ 
ness of the lives of Tom 
and Gerri with the 
unhappiness of some of 
their friends and rela¬ 
tives. 

Doors open 7.10pm. 
Tickets (£3) available in 
advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the 
door). 


GEM Select winner 


THE winner of our GEM Select competi¬ 
tion, to spend £100 at a business of the 
winner’s choosing, was Maggie Lewis of 
Flemingston, who chose to spend the 
money at The Shop, Cowbridge - con¬ 
gratulations! 


BHF coffee 

THE British Heart 
Foundation ’5 Llantwit 
Major branch will 
hold its annual coffee 
morning on Thursday, 
April 21, at 10.30am 
in West House 
Country Hotel. Tickets 
of £3, are available on 
01446 792010 or pay 
at the door. 

The annual bike ride 
is being held on 
Sunday, May 22, at the 
Llandow circuit. 
Information from 
Patrick Hart on 01446 
792010. Last year, 90 
people raised £2,053 
for the British Heart 
Foundation. 


Community 
centre AGM 


THE Gibbonsdown 
Community Centre 
management team 
will be holding their 
AGM next week at 
the centre, Ramsey 
Road, Barry, on 
Thursday, March 
24, at 6pm. 

On the agenda will be 
the presentation of 
accounts and election of 
officers for the forthcom¬ 
ing year. 

Further information 
can be obtained from the 
secretary by calling 
01446 732692. 


^Llantwit Major Craft & Gift Fairs 2011 

We start the Spring season 
with even more to show 

Saturday 19th March 
Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) 10.00am - 3.30pm 
EVERY THIRD SATURDAY THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR - PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY! 
Come and see your regular favourites, look at new 
stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 
Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E:peta@peartreecott.co.uk y' 


The Remedy ol spirit 

- How to use it and its results 

A free public talk and Q&A by international 
speaker Dr Robert Ennemoser 


Dr. Robert Ennemoser 
trained as a natural scientist 
and biologist. 

He now practices and 
teaches Christian Science 
and is a member of the 
Christian Science board 
of lectureship. 


Saturday 26th March 

at 2:30pm 

Redwood Building, 

King Edward VII Ave, Cardiff, CF10 3NB 

www.christianscience.co.uk 
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Athletic under-10s shine in competition 



THE Ath were invited to 
play in a tournament host¬ 
ed by Chippenham. 

They entered two teams into 
the competition, into two differ¬ 
ent groups - the Chiefs (A-sides) 
and the Cherokees (B-sides); 
both teams had a great day. 

The Ath Cherokees - Game 1 
saw them play Bath, winning 3-1 
with tries from Jade Thomas (2) 
and Megan Webb. 

Game 2 was against Minety 
and the Cherokees ran out 4-0 


winners, with tries from Brandyn 
Fooks, Lance Burn, Jade Thomas 
and Megan Webb. 

In game 3, Marlborough were 
the opposition, with the 
Cherokees winning 5-0 and the 
scorers were Daffydd Beech, 
Kasari Mehta, Lance Burn (2) 
and Josh Tidy. 

Game 4 was against 
Chippenham Blacks. Another 5-0 
win, with Josh Tidy, Megan 
Webb (2), William Goodhall and 
Lance Burn scoring the tries, set 
up a cup semi-final. There the 


opposition were Chippenham 
Whites. 

The Cherokees ran out 4-0 
winners with Josh Tidy (2) and 
Megan Webb (2) scoring the tries 
to take them to the final against 
their first game rivals Bath. 

A tense game saw the teams 
draw 0-0, but with the Cherokees 
coming top in the group stage, it 
meant that they won the cup. The 
Cherokees ended the tournament 
unbeaten and only having one try 
scored against them. 

Ath Cherokees squad: Jade 


Thomas, Brandyn Fooks, Taine 
Waite, James Hermoille, William 
Goodall, Josh Tidy, Kasari 
Mehta, Megan Webb, Lance 
Burn, Dajfydd Beech. 

The Ath Chiefs - Game 1 start¬ 
ed with a 5-0 win over 
Marlborough with tries scored by 
Dan O’Sullivan, Gwilym John, 
Connor Fabian (2) and Thomas 
Anthony. 

Game 2 saw the Chiefs lose 3- 
0 to a good Chippenham side, 
who later went on to win the cup. 

Game 3 was a 0-0 draw 


against Stow on the Wold, which 
meant that the Chiefs progressed 
on to the plate semi-final against 
another Welsh side Rhiwbina. 

The Chiefs ran out 2-0 winners 
with Dan O’Sullivan scoring 
both tries. 

In the Plate final, the Chiefs 
faced another Welsh side, St 
Peters. Another tight game saw 
the final score finish at 2-2, with 
Thomas Reed and Connor Fabian 
scoring the tries for the Ath 
Chiefs. 

St Peters were awarded the 


Plate as they had scored the first 
try of the game in the final, while 
Ath Chiefs were awarded medals 
for the Plate runners-up. 

Ath Chiefs squad: Jack 
Obbard, Ffion Revill, Louis King, 
Thomas Anthony, Gwilym John, 
Jamie Marshall, Connor Fabian, 
Daniel O ’Sullivan, Thomas Reed, 
Sam Veasey, Sion Vigus. 

Well done, to all the players 
who took part on the day, espe¬ 
cially the Ath squad. 


BRYNCETHIN MINI AND JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 

Teams catch the Ravens with ease! 


Police youth 
edge close 
encounter 


SW POLICE YOUTH 

10 

PENCOED YOUTH 

7 


ON a glorious 
morning for rugby, 
Bryncethin enter¬ 
tained the under-7s 
and under-8s of the 
Valley Ravens, with 
the under-8s play¬ 
ing first. 

With the visitors win¬ 
ning the toss and electing 
to start, they were soon 
on the attack and, with 
their early pressure, took 
the lead. Bryncethin 
came back into the game 
with excellent handling 
and running and were 
soon able to score to 
level the scores. 

This was how the half 
continued, with both 
sides running the ball 
and at the end it was all 
square 2-2. 

The second half got 
under way with the home 


side pressing. They were 
soon able to move into 
the lead with more flow¬ 
ing teamwork. The home 
team then showed 
dogged determination in 
defence to shut out the 
visitors. 

Some more impres¬ 
sive passing moves saw 
Bryncethin go on to win 
the game 6-2. 

Try scorers: If an 
Hunnam (3), Rhys 
Cawley (2) and Miles 
Blakeman. Man of the 
match: Hollie Morgan 
for excellent defence and 
great running. 

Under-7s 

AS with the first game, 
the Valley Ravens start¬ 
ed the stronger and 
moved into a two-try 
lead. 

This stirred the home 
side into action and a 


pulsating display saw the 
interval come with the 
score all square at 4-4. 

Early second half tries 
from the home side put 
Bryncethin in control 
and they were soon able 
to get into a two-try lead 
themselves. Again, the 
defence stayed strong to 
contain the visitors, and 
by the end of the game 
Bryncethin came in 8-5 
winners. 

Try scorers: Shaun 
Batchelor (3), Ifan 
Hunnam, Will Laverick, 
Morgan Thomas, Jake 
Whitefield and Rhys 
Williams. Man of the 
match: Thomas Bassett, 
with a solid defensive 
display, held the line 
well. 

Match day squad: 
Rhys Williams (captain 
game 1), Thomas Bassett 


(captain game 2), Will 
Laverick, Shaun 

Batchelor, Miles 

Blakeman, Rhys Cawley, 
Ben Daniel, Mike 
Gillette, Ifan Hunnam, 
Morgan Thomas, Jac 
Jervis, Hollie Morgan, 
Cory Ryall and Jake 
Whitefield. 

Under-lOs 

Bryncethin 45 vs Valley 
Ravens 26 

ON a dry morning, 
Bryncethin welcomed 
the Valley Ravens for a 
very competitive game. 

The visitors were the 
first to score when they 
made room outside the 
Bryncethin defence. 
Bryncethin made a quick 
response with match cap¬ 
tain, Keiran Dixon, 
crossing for a try, con¬ 
verted by Jack Thomas. 

The home defence 
was now finding its feet 
with Daniel Osarigie, 
Josh Napper, Morgan 
Stevens and Finlay 
Mullens all making some 
fantastic tackles on the 
Ravens fast runners. 

The next score was a 
try and conversion from 
Jack Thomas following a 
mix up in the Ravens 
defence. The third try 
came following excellent 
interplay between backs 
and forwards, culminat¬ 
ing in Luke Board and 
Tobias Hunt combining 
to set Finlay Mullens 
free with Scott Ryall 
converting. 

The Ravens continued 
to press and scored just 
before half time to make 
it 21-12 at the break. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with the breakdown 
area again being key. 
There was plenty of 
work in this area for 
Aaron Thomas, Rhys 
Davies and Joshua 
Thomas. The first score 
of the half came from 
Ethan Hopkins, with 
Jack Thomas converting. 

There was an immedi¬ 
ate try by the Ravens in 
response, but again 


Bryncethin applied the 
pressure to allow Jack to 
score his second, with 
Josh Napper converting. 

The final two tries 
came from Keiran Dixon 
and Scott Ryall, with 
another score from the 
visitors to finish the 
match. 

Well done to all the 
players. 

Try scorers: Keiran 
Dixon (2), Jack Thomas 
(2), Einlay Mullens, 
Ethan Hopkins and Scott 
Ryall. Man of the match: 
Keiran Dixon - his two 
tries capped a terrific 
performance. 

Match day squad: 
Keiran Dixon (captain), 
Luke Board, Scott Ryall, 
Josh Napper, Aaron 
Thomas, Jack Thomas, 
Finlay Mullens, Daniel 
Osarigie, Morgan 
Stevens, Rhys Davies, 
Ethan Hopkins, Joshua 
Thomas and Tobias 
Hunt. 

Under-lls 

Bryncethin 19 vs Corns 
21 

AN exciting game all 
round had lots of plus 
points from both sets of 
players. 

There was good inter¬ 
passing from Bryncethin 
and good ball skills from 
Corns. Tackling was 
fierce and no quarter 
given by either side. 

In a game that could 
have gone either way, the 
visitors narrowly won. 
Bryncethin would like to 
thank Corns for their 
sportsmanship and good 
attitude to playing a fast 
and competitive match in 
the best traditions of 
rugby. 

Match day squad: 
Ryan Lovell (c), Dafydd 
Evans (man of the 
match), Emyr Watkin, 
Jake Canton, Ryan 
Morgan, Emyr Hunnam, 
Iwan Veasey, Sam 
Shakeshaft, Owen Hart, 
Gethin Napper, Owen 
Pugsley, Stephen Derby 
and George Thomas. 


Under-12s 

Bryncethin 10 vs 
Porthcawl 25 
BRYNCETHIN started 
off with at a fast pace 
with the forwards 
cleaning out around the 
rucking area. 

This allowed quick 
ball for the backs and 
Corey Rogers was able 
to score the first try for 
Bryncethin, converted by 
leaun Davies. Corey 
continued to play well 
throughout the game and 
scored his first hat trick 
for Bryncethin. 

The second half saw 
Bryncethin keep up the 
momentum and the hard- 
running Christian Jones 
scored next, once again 
converted by leaun 
Davies. The boys played 
well throughout the 
game and showed great 
enthusiasm and commit¬ 
ment. 

Leon Sylvester 

pushed hard in the 
scrums and Sam 
Harding, with his aggres¬ 
sive tackling, helped to 
give Bryncethin a win 
that they thoroughly 
deserved. 

Man of the match: 
Jacob Walters. 

Match day squad: 
leaun Davies (captain), 
Aaron Mctyre, Liam 
Morgan, Leon Sylvester, 
Carwyn Smith, Conor 
Ford, Callum Lethardy, 
Adam John, Jacob 
Walters, Corey Rogers, 
Sam Harding, Henry 
Clark, Nicholas Morgan, 
Morgan Howells, 

Christian Jones, Josh 
Peters and Corey Booth. 


In view of the 
league status of the 
home side, Pencoed 
Youth produced one 
of their best per¬ 
formances of the 
season in this Plate 
competition 
encounter at 

Waterton Cross. 

Pencoed’s Chris John 
set the tone with a huge 
hit on the Police midfield 
early on. A Conner Jones 
steal at a Police lineout 
led to Pencoed pressure 
in the home 22, and off 
the resultant scrum. No 8 
Scott Malone fed the 
blindside where the sup¬ 
porting John surged over. 
Lewys Jenkins convert¬ 
ed. 

The Police came back 
and their scrum-half 
Pritchard dummied over 
from short range, and 
Miles converted. 

This was the signal for 
a period of pressure from 
the home side, and only a 
strong tackle from 
Pencoed right wing Ben 
Davies close to his own 
line saved a certain 
score. 

Emerging Pencoed 
scrum-half Rhys Clarke 
then caught the eye with 
a good tackle on the 
Police No 8 to turn over 
possession, and shortly 
afterwards the Boys 
Clubs of Wales player 


covered back to clear a 
dangerous situation 
around his 22. 

As half-time 

approached, the Police 
added a penalty goal to 
lead 10-7 at the break. 

Pencoed outside-half 
Williams put his side 
into the Police half on 
the resumption, and John 
was again prominent 
with a 20-metre surge in 
midfield, scattering 

defenders. An inside pass 
from Clarke set Tredray 
up, and he released 
Owen Price on a charge 
into the home 22, where 
Pencoed offended at the 
ruck. 

The Police countered, 
and only a great covering 
tackle from Malone on 
the home wing prevented 
a score. Pencoed finished 
strongly, with good car¬ 
ries from John and Price 
into the Police 22. 

Unfortunately for 
Pencoed, the final whis¬ 
tle sounded with them 
camped on the Police try 
line. 

Eor Pencoed, there 
were stand out perform¬ 
ances from back row for¬ 
ward Conner Jones, in 
particular at the lineout, 
Chris John, who carried 
menacingly, Scott 
Malone playing at eight, 
and Rhys Clarke, alert at 
scrum-half throughout. 

TR 


Ath under-10s in battle 


Bridgend Ath under-lOs v 
Keynsham 

GAME 1 - The Ath hosted a 
touring side from Keynsham 
and it was the visitors who got 
the first game under way. 

Slick handling from the Ath saw 
Thomas Reed find space to go over to 
make it 5-0 to the hosts. Pressure from 
the visitors saw them break away and 
score, making the half-time score all 
square at 5-5. 

The second half saw Dan 
O’Sullivan drive over to give the Ath a 
10-5 lead. The Ath managed to keep up 
the pressure on Keynsham and were 
rewarded for their efforts with a try 
from Thomas Anthony, making it 15-5 
to the Ath. 

More great work from the Ath 
resulted in Thomas Anthony scoring 
his second try of the game just before 
the end to make the final score 
Bridgend Ath 20 Keynsham 5. 

GAME 2 - The visitors started the 
game and soon went ahead with a 
well worked try to make it 0-5. 

A good drive from the Keynsham 
forwards saw them extend the lead to 
0-10. The Ath battled well as a team, 
but were unable to prevent Keynsham 
from scoring before the break to make 


the half-time score 0-15 to the visitors. 

The visitors started the second half 
where they had left off and managed to 
score their fourth try and extend their 
lead to 0-20. 

The Ath showed some great fighting 
spirit and were rewarded with a well 
worked try, scored by Jade Thomas, to 
make it 5-20 to Keynsham. 

The visitors came straight back from 
the kick-off to score, making it 5-25. 

The Ath upped the pressure on 
Keynsham but were caught for a 
breakaway try, making it 5-30. Once 
again, the Ath pulled together and 
showed great team spirit and determi¬ 
nation until the end. 

They were, however, unable to pre¬ 
vent Keynsham scoring two further 
tries to make the final score Bridgend 
Athletic 5, Keynsham 40. 

Squad: Jack Obbard, Efion Revill, 
Louis King, Thomas Anthony, 
Brandyn Eooks, Jamie Marshall, 
Kasari Mehta, Josh Tidy, Daniel 
O’Sullivan Gwilym John, Daffydd 
Beech, Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, Jade 
Thomas, Christopher Hart, Megan 
Webb, Thomas Reed, Morgan Evans, 
Conner Eabian, James Hermoille, 
Taine Waite, Charles Creffield. 

PO 


MP’s Lottery advice session 


BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon is hosting a Lottery 
funding information session 
for community groups on 
Friday, March 25, in the 
Evergreen Hall, Bridgend 
(lOam-12 noon). 


There will be opportunities to dis¬ 
cuss specific issues around funding 
with staff from Big Lottery Eund, 
Heritage Lottery Eund, Arts Council 
Wales and the Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations. 

Anyone interested should contact 
the constituency office on 01656 
750002. 
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JOSH KEEPS HIS 
FINGERS CROSSED 
FOR WALES DEBUT 


FORMER Cefn 
Cribwr Primary 
School prduct Josh 
White is in rughy 
heaven at the 
moment after being 
selected for three 
key development 
squads. 

Last week, 16-year- 
old Josh became one of 
the youngest members of 
the Ospreys under-18 
squad. The young outside 
half had played all the 
regional games at under- 
16 level, and was top 
points scorer with 98. 

This week, he was 
invited by Andrew 
Millward, the Ospreys 
performance manager, to 
take up an academy place 
with the regional side. 

His father Steve told 
The GEM: “Josh knows 
that the hard work really 
begins now, but he is rel¬ 
ishing the challenges 
ahead.” 

This season. Josh has 
been training with the 
Wales under-16 schools 
squad, flying the flag for 
the Ogwr and Maesteg 
district as the only repre¬ 
sentative. 

He is hopeful of mak¬ 



ing the final 24-man 
squad, as he was includ¬ 
ed in the 28-man group 
that recently played 
warm up games against 
the Dragons and the 
Scarlets. 

If selected. Josh will 
be in with a good chance 
of winning his Welsh 
schools cap against Italy 
in north Wales, or against 
England in Eylde. 

Josh has been a mem¬ 
ber of Porthcawl REC’s 


under-16 side - a side 
that has been attracting a 
great deal of attention as 
they moved upwards 
through the age groups - 
and is keeping his feet 
firmly on the gound as he 
continues his rugby edu¬ 
cation. 

His father Steve said: 
“His family and friends 
want to congratulate Josh 
on his achievements, and 
we all wish him well for 
the future.” 


Athletic under-lOs 
earn two good wins 


Bridgend Ath under-lOs v 
Pontyclun under-10s 
Game 1 

THE Ath entertained 
Pontyclun and it wasn’t long 
before Thomas Anthony went 
over for the game’s first try for 
the home side. 

Dan O’Sullivan kicked the conver¬ 
sion to make it 7-0 to the Ath. 

Just before half time, Sion Vigus 
made a great break after some good 
Ath handling and managed to score; 
O’Sullivan kicked the conversion to 
make it 14-0. 

Thomas Anthony started the second 
half by scoring his second of the 
game; Connor Eabian kicked the con¬ 
version to make it 21-0 to the Ath. 

Pontyclun battled well and were 
rewarded by a try which was convert¬ 
ed, making it 21-7 to the Ath. 

Thomas Anthony stole the ball well 
and broke upfield to score his third of 
the day, and Connor Eabian converted 
to make it 28-7. 

The final try of the game was 
scored by Eabian, who scored after a 
great weaving run through the 
Pontyclun defence; Jack Obbard con¬ 
verted the try. 

Final score: Bridgend Ath 35, 
Pontyclun 7. 


Game 2 

THE Ath took charge and Charles 
Creffield drove over the line to score 
the opening try, with Kasari Mehta 
converting to make it 7-0. 

Megan Webb increased the Ath’s 
lead, with Mehta converting to make 
it 14-0. 

The Ath were playing some good 
rugby and Louis King forced his way 
over the line to score. Mehta stepped 
up to convert once again. 

The final score of the half went to 
the visitors, making it 21-7 to the Ath 
at the break. 

The Ath kicked off the second half, 
and some good early work from the 
forwards saw Louis King crash over 
for his second try of the game. 

Mehta stepped up to convert mak¬ 
ing it 28-7 to the Ath. 

Final score: Bridgend Athletic 28, 
Pontyclun 7. 

Squad: Jack Obbard, Ffion Revill, 
Louis King, Thomas Anthony, Brandyn 
Looks, Jamie Marshall, Kasari 
Mehta, Josh Tidy, Gwilym John, 
Daffydd Beech, Sion Vigus, Sam 
Veasey, Megan Webb, Thomas Reed, 
Morgan Evans, Conner Fabian, 
William Goodall, James Hermoille, 
Lance Burn, Taine Waite, Charles 
Creffield, Teo Fillis, Chritopher Hart, 
Daniel O’Sullivan. 

PO 


Bryncethin 
under-9s find 
Corns a test 


PORTHCAWL MINI AND 
JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 

Porthcawl under-16s 
sweep aside opposition 


BEDDAU under-16s 

3 

PORTHCAWL RFC 

45 


BRYNCETHIN 
under-9s played 
Corus and the game 
started at a fast 
pace. 

Bryncethin showed 
their intent from the start 
with an excellent defen¬ 
sive display, and when 
they had the ball in hand, 
made good inroads into 
Corus’s defence. There 
was some excellent tack¬ 
ling from Kathryn 
Pritchard and Lloyd 
Costigan. 

The first half ended in 
a nil-nil stalemate. 

The second half 
kicked off with Corus 
scoring three quick tries, 
which gave Bryncethin 
the wake-up call they 
needed. 

Again, the youngsters 
showed some excellent 
tackling, especially from 
Billy Sinclair, Liam 
Svenson and Dafydd 
Baker, which stopped the 
away team from scoring 
further. 

An excellent team try 
was finished off by 
Thomas Painter’s quick 


thinking. Bryncethin 
now had their tails up and 
confidence grew, which 
allowed Lloyd Costigan 
to run the length of the 
pitch and score the try of 
the game as he showed 
great strength and speed 
to go over in the corner. 

Corus scored another 
couple of quick tries 
before Mason Jones 
scored an excellent solo 
effort running down the 
wing. The team showed 
great commitment and 
really worked together. 
Geraint Richards and 
Dylan Hill contributed to 
this greatly. 

Man of the match was 
awarded to a much- 
deserved Kane Walters 
for having his best game 
in a Bryncethin shirt. 

Pinal score: 

Bryncethin 3 Corus 7. 

Team: Kathryn 

Pritchard; Lloyd 

Costigan; Mason Jones; 
Thomas Painter; Dafydd 
Baker; Billy Sinclair; 
Liam Svenson; Geraint 
Richards; Kane Walters; 
Dylan Hill. 


THE first few min¬ 
utes of the game 
saw Porthcawl take 
control, although 
handling errors 
stopped them from 
scoring on at least 
two occasions. 

Eventually things 
improved and a flowing 
backs move saw the ball 
being passed back inside 
by Scott Govan for Tom 
Bluck to run onto and 
power his way to the 
line. This was converted 
by Huw Mitchell. 

A scrum was awarded 
to the home side on their 
10-metre line and a big 
shove by the Seaweeds 
saw the ball come out. 
Ever-alert Adam 

Mounce stole the ball 
and used his strength to 
get over the line; this 
was again converted by 
Mitchell. 

Lloyd Rosser 

Stanford scored the next 
try for Porthcawl, which 
followed a good drive by 


the pack and the ball was 
passed along the backs 
for the speedster to race 
in. 

Beddau were not to be 
outdone, converting a 
penalty but this only 
seemed to spur 
Porthcawl on and Scott 
Govan scored his first 
try of the season, receiv¬ 
ing a short pass from 
Tom Bluck, replicating 
the earlier try, which was 
converted by Mitchell. 

PorthcawTs final try 
of the half saw Rosser 
Stanford race 40 metres 
to score under the posts. 
This was converted by 
Mitchell and the young 
Seaweeds went in to the 
half leading 33-3. 

Numerous changes 
were made at half-time 
to make sure that the 
whole squad had game 
time, but the pattern of 
the game didn’t change 


with Porthcawl being 
dominant. 

Captain Jack Williams 
scored the first try of the 
half, following great 
continuity which saw the 
ball being offloaded in 
the tackle numerous 
times and Williams 
eventually taking the 
ball on and scoring a 
great team try, which 
was converted by 
Mitchell. 

Xavier Manaseitava 
outstripped the covering 
defence to score the final 
try of the day. 

This was another 
good victory on the road 
for Porthcawl, and 
although they tried too 
hard on occasions by 
spreading the ball rather 
than go through the 
phases, the coaching 
team were pleased with 
the performance. 

PB 


Tondu under-14s 
come back strong 
against Penalta 


TONDU under-14s 
played Penalta, who 
took the lead after a 
good movement cre¬ 
ated space for the 
Penalta centre to 
cross under the 
posts for a convert¬ 
ed try. 

Tondu responded with 
a penalty by Rhydian 
Jenkins and then, follow¬ 
ing good support play by 
the Tondu forwards, the 
ball was recycled to Sam 
Jarvis, who drove over 
from close range. 

Penalta struck back 
with their second try 
when the ball was moved 
to the wing who crossed 
over for the try. They 
increased their lead with 
another try in the corner, 
and this was converted. 

Rhydian Jenkins 
closed the deficit for 
Tondu with a penalty but 
a defensive mix-up from 
a restart turned over pos¬ 
session near the touch- 


line to the Penalta centre, 
who was able to run 
down the wing from 20 
metres to score at the cor¬ 
ner. 

The momentum was 
now with Tondu and, fol¬ 
lowing a period of pres¬ 
sure near the Penalta line, 
Ben Jones powered his 
way over at the comer. 
Rhydian Jenkins convert¬ 
ed. 

Eurther Tondu pres¬ 
sure deep in the Penalta 
22 resulted in a pushover 
try by Sam Matthews. 
This time it was Ben 
Jones who converted. 

In the final stages, fol¬ 
lowing a series of for¬ 
ward rumbles by the 
Tondu forwards. Cole 
Lewis offloaded in con¬ 
tact to the supporting Joe 
Jones, who dived over 
for the crucial score. 
Rhydian Jenkins convert¬ 
ed. 

Pinal score: Tondu 32, 
Penalta 24. 

EJ 


Cricket club’s 
new season 


AFTER a fantastic 
season last year, the 
Vale Cricket Club is 
gearing up for the 
new season in 
Division Two of the 
Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire 
Cricket League, 
having clinched 
promotion on a 
thrilling final day 
last season. 

The ambitious club 
will be playing at the 
highest level of cricket in 
its short eight-year histo¬ 
ry and, having already 
made some shrewd sign¬ 


ings throughout the win¬ 
ter, is still looking to 
recruit players for the 
forthcoming season. 

Based at the pictur¬ 
esque Comtown Cricket 
Club, Ewenny, Vale CC 
field first, second and 
third senior sides each 
Saturday, junior teams 
ranging from under-9s to 
under-15 age groups, as 
well as regular Sunday 
and midweek friendly 
fixtures. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Richard 
Adamec, club secretary, 
on 07912 747112 or visit 
WWW. valecc. co. uk 


Quality tries give speedy 
under-11s a fine victory 


SPRING finally arrived as 
Porthcawl under-11s welcomed 
west Wales side Carmarthen 
Quins to their South Road 
home. 

The Quins started the stronger, with 
their big pack causing the Green and 
Blacks no end of problems at mck and 
maul. 

Porthcawl had only just overcome 
the Reds earlier in the season in 
Carmarthenshire and it looked as if it 
was going to be just as tough a game. 

Then, against the mn of play, Louis 
Protheroe popped up to claim the 
Seaweeds’ first try of the morning with 
a scorching run and Ashton-style 
‘swallow dive’ to finish. 

The Quins, visibly annoyed at their 
lack of concentration, soon gathered 
themselves and scored what was to be 
their only try of the match. 

Next to claim a score was Will 
Mahoney. After a couple of sidesteps 


and dummies, he crossed the Quins’ 
line with a wonderfully taken try. 

Joe Stradling quickly claimed a pair 
of fantastic tries soon after. Ben 
Collins, Max Budding, Kurds 
Pridmore, Ben Davies and Lloyd 
Mortimer had secured quick ball for 
backs Callum Morgan, Dan Williams 
and Connor Harrington-Pittam to use. 

These were to be the final scores of 
the game, with Ethan Waters kicking 
three conversions and Harry Nichols 
one. 

Pinal score: Porthcawl 28, 
Carmarthen Quins 7. 

Back of the match was Connor 
Harrington-Pittam and the forward was 
Ben Davies. All the under-lls players 
would like to send Connor Grant their 
best wishes, and good luck, for a 
speedy recovery. 

Porthcawl under-lls are looking for 
new players. If interested, come to 
training at Porthcawl RFC on a 
Monday evening at 6.30pm. IB 


The Wednesday 
league is up 
and running 



ABOVE: El Wapos. 


DAY SLEEPERS moved to the top of the 
table in the Bridgend six-a-side league 
Premier League after Scott Crawl gave 
them a 3-0 victory over the ever-danger- 
ous B Attack. 


Under- 
15s face 
Abercrave 
in semi 

PORTHCAWL 
RFC under-15s 
secured an Ospreys 
Cup semi-final 
place with wins in 
the pool stage 
against Gorseinon 
(50-0) and 
Nantyffylon (31-5). 

The final pool game 
was played at Rest Bay 
in driving rain, with 
the home side securing 
a 5-0 win over Tondu 
in very difficult condi- 


In a generally tight round of games. Inter 
Windmill broke that sequence in division one and sit 
just off the summit after disposing of early stragglers 
Ogmore Valley Striders 6-0, largely thank to Mike 
Jones. 

A Les Lewis-inspired El Wapos moved to the 
summit in the Bridgend Wednesday six-a-side 
league after a stunning 8-0 victory over PC Ogmore. 
Valley Commandos and The In-Vincibles both won 
3-0, against Beer Attack and Little PC respectively. 


tions. 

The Ospreys Cup 
semi-finals have now 
been drawn, and 
Porthcawl are at home 
to Abercrave; in the 
other semi-final 
Resolven play Swansea 
Uplands. 
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CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 
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vrww.oneviskNilld.co.uk 


Probably 
Wales* No. I 
for Blinds 

Announcing the 
brand new Solar 
Collection for 2011 

^^Inspirations** 

Gain the look at the price 
you can afford... 

1-2-FREE 

Buy 2 blinds get ' 
the 3rd FREE 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, | 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

lel: 01446 740842 


kH ©tacf^aams 


sti- 



Lfwtte ^ 9T iTp 

lol: 01656 663600 




VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

fisMHa skyko * 


BHD 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES * 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas ■■ / 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


m 


TBii© D 

(iBSffi] ®SMB[iD 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
0 Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



OJ Pitman 
TV & Audio 


Promotion!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied & Installed Only £70 

2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs!) 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Speeialists 

• Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servieing 

• Domestie & Commereial 

faStHa 

Call Chris or 
07980 971303/0 

Covering All Areas of 
Cardiff, Bridgend 

Local Tradesman 
From The Vale 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

Reg No: 18266277 

Craig on 

1446 747852 

Barry, The Vale, 
and Newport 


VALE BLINDSp»^,l» 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



01446 774484 

The 

GEM 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

vwvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


C355ll3m^ ©©crated 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

HlJV • Additional TV Points - - ^ 

• R'SRsI Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Caii us on 01446 439125 



Q 9 9 

PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• LoF Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile; 07885 537087 


Appr'^i/ed “ " 


* Stonemason/ 
Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne Williams 

07974 110396 

016S6 6SZSS8 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PROPERTY SERVICES 


Heating & Plumbing (Gas Safe) ‘ 
Carpentry / Plastering 
UPVC Fascias / Guttering , 
Kitchens / Bathrooms - 
Decking / Fencing / Pergolas lC 
Painting & Decorating 
Complete House Renovations 


Clean, tidy, fully insured 
Family run business Call Selwyn on k 

01446 793425 or 07725432273 ^[i 



• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

• PAROS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


More BUILDERS on next page 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


RJ.T 

-MASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 
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MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 
^07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


M.M.L& 


■ Floors 

■ Carpentry 

■ Decor 

■ Plumbing & Electrical 
Residential and Commercial 

Call for Quotes 


07748 167 404 


Robin Jones 
Builder 


30 years Experience^ 

**XlL PROPiSfY *** 

MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

« Fencing _ 


01446 402830 


^ RE%FIT 

(Established Family Business) 



COLES 

SERVICES 

LTD 


D&R 


Installation 


[ Repair 
Specialists 




Why renew when you can repair! 
•Windows • Hinges & Locks 
•Handies •Doors (Upvc iock speciaiists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 or 01656 842414 


• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
' Windows Misted Up? 

' Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


W 


If its wood 
■ we're 
vervqoocl! 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 


Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 





FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV | 

or 

Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
windows and doors 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Aiterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 



VflLE CARPETS 

tAaX' cornea, to. (foa 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Adrian 

Dovodall 

Carpet & Vinyl 
Specialist 

(Over 30 years experience) 

• UnderlaylGrippers supplied 
• Home selection samples 

• Free measuring & quotation 

01446 746745 
or 07977 706885 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/M 10 Award Winners) 
Showroom at ID Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week - ° -j;*: 


!0CEL|^tIlQQGr' QqGPWOoQQ 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * I 
* TVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or ofiBce 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"oryatol-lt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need iT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



^^^T^painting & 

I L ■ I DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 


MARCH ONLY SPECIAL: FREE Carpet 
Clean in every room we decorate 


FULLY INSURED • Weekend calls welcome 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Llantwit Major 

Property Services 

Interior & Exterior 
Painting & Decorating. 

Find us aiso under 
Buiiders - Call Selwyn 

01446 793425 
07725 432273 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Over 30Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


WlNfOMf nc UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 




C@Q©©S[?a(saO 


PETER u 
HOPKIN m 

For all your 
I nterior/Exteri or ^ 

01446%^^^ 

07S94 60S64S 


|D.GULUVER“JSS'| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, Ughts, Security. 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic anrf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CornmerciaC 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 7aaii7 


LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C.Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

’ 

^ Domestic 
Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Wcrk 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 
»Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Are you thinking of 
improving your home? 

Visit our Bridgend showroom 7 days a week 9am - 9pm 
House full ofWindows & Doors Fully Fitted 
FROM £20 PER WEEK - AMAZING 


Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 

£295.ut 

off your fuel bills 


I GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS! 
FROM £5,000 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
March come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas tilled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


JVOW« - 
APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
8L MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

. 0791 808 48 80 , 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vvww.gdsdoors.co.uk 



ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

1 Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, I 

Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 




K. WATKINS 




Electrical Services 

j© 



Bridgend 650723 


LJ 




'lectrical 
Services 

All electrical 
work carried out 


01446 795229 
07872 174849 


REPAIR SHOt^ 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
\ mm \ CANDY-HOOVER- 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT 


Freephone 

080007433 


Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 
B.SOam - S.SDpm (1.00pm on Saturday) 
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CHRIS JONES & SON 

Building, Groundwork & Property Maintenance 
12 years experience 


Tel. 07915 299603 


Garden Maintenance 
Blockpaving • Patios • Fencing 
Decking • Garden Walls • Tarmac 


FREE 
ESTIMATES, , 
FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 



Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 




nmnism 

Horticullural 

Tek 01446 775602 fax: 01446 773476 
www.nverlea.co.uk 

RjHusqvama 

dU A Mnin 


STABLE!... STRONG! - JOHN DEERE! 

Welcome to our World of John Deere... 

that extra bit of quality and professionalism 
- in agriculture, golf courses, 
sports facilities and parks. 

Summer is too short to make compromises 
St Mary Hill, BRIDGEND, Mid Glam CF35 5DU 
T: 01656 865979. Out of hours: Ben Sutton 07887 506697 
E-mail: frank@franksutton.co.uk • www.franksutton.co.uk 


TIMBER DRIVEWAY GATES 

Bespoke manufacturing service. Over 20 patterns 
available. Craftsman - made to your dimensions in 
hardwood or pressure treated softwood. Call for 
free quotation or visit our display area at: 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE.Tei: 01446 773399 
Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 


« 


I 


Maintenance j{ 
For your property & garden needs 
Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 
Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 
Internal & External Painting & Decorating 
• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


i Complete Garden Services j 

^ FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


R 

“fyD GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
l SERVICES 

■ ’iC' 9 

!0 

WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


The 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Services 

For all your 
Gas & Plumbing 
Solutions 

Competitive pricey 

0781 4394378 jU 
01446 796263 302870 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 

gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 


M MARTYN ^ 



PLUMBING SERVICES 



Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 


DOMESTIC 

outside taps, washers, power 


PLUMBING SERVICE 

flush and any plumbing jobs. 


Repairs • Installation 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 


Tiling • Electrical 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^^^^^^ 

01446740176 * 07876506982 


Bridce 
Kue 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


READY 4 A SPRING 
CLEAN-UP? 

TARZANS 

GARDANS 

01446732474 

07771668019 




GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 87815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

um Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Armual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service^ 



C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile; 07889 514321 \JE\ 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion And. Estate, Bany 


J P EOWA.RDS 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


790T27 07719 e05S2e 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

<;;2F^T2;>CgELIABLX>Cl2477 
If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation a " 

• CCTV surveys 01446 

• Blockages cleared f-cnnOQ 

• Dram repairs DDUUyo 


‘DCPiumbin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

LJiOM V 

^ 0t44A#t|t71 

yxM orft m nn 


01446 774484 

The 

GEM 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 1 

598844 

or 01446 IHS 
421006 215639 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


ugD 

[WASTE 

Mini, Midi & Large Buirdefs Skips 

Delheietf ttni csHeoMi 
O Om.\ M ^irdcore sMpe O 

WVilf: CJOLLLCf ION8 ALbO AVAILABLL 

twinf. liaie* aunt 0 

6421072 



Nice Man 


an 

REMOVALS 
DELIVERY & 
COLLECTION 
• ANY CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 
Tel: 07570 931487 
or: 01446 794279 

Keeping Wales on the move 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


fairfuililovirltoo^ 

^ • Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs ^ 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Silvey Roofing 




New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

WWW. dlveyroofing.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


©©Cr*\!7a(g©S 


ww 

I ROI 


intractors.co.uk 


www.welshroofingcoi 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Spedolists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandaw, Cawbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145-01656 349056 • 01443 629043 




VALE PLUMBING & 
HEATING SERVICES 


A' 

\ A/ * installations • Powerflushing specialist 
• Bathroom installations • Gas safety certificates 

• Valliant boiler specialist • Domestic plumbing 

• Annual boiler servicing • Free estimates 


Tel. 07929168006 - 07966 


G 

D 

d 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First Lesson 
from £9 - 

DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


TILING 

on next 
page 
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Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor TiUng Speciatisi 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetoom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 



f'oui.ns 

ssEirvieE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


^^^SCRAPMg^ 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


Uandow Nttals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 


TRADING 

Scrap & 

Unwanted Vehicles 
£100 to £2000 
cash paid on 
prompt collection 

Fully licensed waste carrier. 
Fast & friendly service. 

07531 782162 
01446 735111 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
faiiures, and tax expired 
vehicies. Aiso body sheiis 
and scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 

box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in 
your description along 
with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount 
made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone 
us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All 
major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter 
your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 


Burnley (in set) 
Electric Fire 
Real coal effect, brass 
/black £50. 

Hinari Digital 
Microwave 700 watts 
and Hinari Multi 
Attachment Hand 
Blender with Knife 
both new in box 
£25 each 

01656 789096 

(10/11) 


Convential flue gas 
fire, Potterton Super 

Coal effect, user 
/installation instruc¬ 
tions £75 

Wedding dress 
Benjamin Roberts, 
size 8, as new, £75 

01446 739471.^12 




ERYL SURGERY 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for 
Healthcare Assistant (12 hours pw) 
Previous experience essential 
Medical Receptionist (20 hours pw) 

Excellent communication and 
computer skills are required. 
Applications to be addressed in writing to: 
Mrs E Procter, Business Partner, Eryl Surgery, 
Station Road, Llantwit Major, CF61 1ST 
Closing date: 25th March, 2011 





PART TIME 
MACHINIST 
WANTED 

To carry out repairs 
and alterations to 
clothing and curtains, 
and shop work. 

Please send CV to 
The Sewing Box, 

9 Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major CF61 
1DL by March 31. 


CARERS 

REQUIRED 

to work flexible hours 
to cover days/evenings 
and weekends. 

Car driver essential. 

Experience not 
necessary as training 
provided. Holidays and 
mileage paid. Wages 
discussed at interview. 

Please contact 
Carol Griffiths on 
02920 711099 


REQUIRED 

Responsible mature 
people for ••• 
W established W 

DOG WALK 

in 

Cowbridge/Bridgend 
area and 

DOG SITTERS 

in all areas. 
^For details call ^ 

01446 744633 

or visit 

www.care4pets.co.uk 


3 Bedroom House 

1 month rent in advance. 
Bond & references. 

£ 600 pcm 
Tel: 01446 419428 
or 07954 133021 


DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 

For Barry, 
Cowbridge 

and other areas in the 
Vole of Glomor^n, 
delivering the C^M 

Contact 
01202 
.670999 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


20ft & 40ft 
Steel Container 
Storage Facilities 

Unit 8, Atlantic 
Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 


STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

110% PX - up or down 

Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,000 

You get £50,000 cash 

Tel: 07767300154 
or 07792 479418 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

Modern Industrial/ 
Storage/Workshops 
Rents from 
£150 per week 
07710 310918 


©§iQ®>> 


3 Seater Sofa 

Loose coffee coloured 
covers - £125 

2 Seater Sofa 

Loose cream coloured 
covers - £80 

01656 661237 

(10/11) 


Piano 

Cheery wood finish, 

vgc £300. 

To be coiiected from 
Liantwit Major. 

Tel: 029 2061 6793 
or 07811 873118 

(10/11) 



Old Charm 
Dining Chairs 

6 chairs including 2 
carvers, immaculate 
condition (as new) 
Cost £1,600. Bargain 

at £450 ono 

01446 745624 

(10/11) 


McIntosh Teak 
Dining Table 

4ft 6in round extends 
to 6ft oval - vgc £70. 
1970s Teak 
Coffee Table 

Retro-4ft 6in long, 
good cond - £30. 

Tel 01446 793854 
07806 728258(10/11) 



Large G Plan 
Wall Fitment 

Excellent condition. 

To be collected. 

Free of charge. 

07827 995446 

(11/12) 


Glass 

Greenhouse 

Metal frame 4’6”, 
FREE - person must 
disassemble & col¬ 
lect. Good condition, 
just needs a clean. 

01446720542 

(11/12) 
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THE VALE CF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD ATHREF 
(TREFN DATBLYGIAD CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

A pplication(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a allai fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for 
a period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at 
the address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y 
dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. 

Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor drwy fynd i 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


2011/00155/FUL 

Change of use from grazing land to cricket ground and 
associated car parking facilities. 

Glebefields, Sully 


Dated: 17 March, 2011 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Cffice, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry 
CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 17 Mawrth, 2011 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri 
CF63 4RT 




01 Volvo V70 
2.4 SE (140bhp) 

Manual, light blue metal¬ 
lic, fsh, mot til July, taxed 
til Nov, full towbar. 

£2,500 ono 
01446 751077 
07749 264895 . 


Chrysler Grand 
Voyager 2.5 CRD LTD 

2001, VGC, tax & mot, 
full leather, lots of extras, 
cd multi changer, low 
mileage 

£4,195 ono 
01446 403725 
07920 061332 


Ford Focus 1.6 
Zetec Auto 5-Dr 

RK52WRU 

Blue, 29,000 miles, 
tax & MOT 12 months, 
immaculate condition. 

£3,300 
01446 775142 


55 Vauxhall 
Combo 1.3 
CDTi 

£2,450 ono 

07518 652149 


WITNESS REQUEST 


BP Chemicals, 
Barry site. 

We seek former 
employees who have 
knowledg^e of asbestos 
use in me factory. 

If you can help us, 
please contact Kelly 
Hutton of Birchall 
Blackburn Solicitors on 
0161 238 5651. 
Thank you 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING 
ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern: 
We: Watusi Organisation do 
hereby give notice that we 
have applied to The 
Licensing Authority at the 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
tor the grant of our 
Premises Licence at 
Fonmon Castle, Fonmon, 
near Barry, South 
Glamorgan, CF62 3ZN. 
Known as: Fonmon Castle. 
The application is to: hold a 
weekend music event with 
live and recorded music, 
plays, films, the provision of 
entertainment facilities tor 
the making of music and 
dance, late night refresh¬ 
ments, the sale of alcohol, 
workshops and children’s 
activities. 

Any person wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do so 
by writing to: The Licensing 
Team, The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 
4RU not later than 28 days 
after the date of this notice 
(as below). 

Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. A copy of the 
application can be viewed 
at the Licensing Authorities 
address during normal 
office hours. 

It is knowingly or recklessly 
an offence to make a false 
statement in connection 
with this application, the 
maximum tine on summary 
conviction being £5000. 
Dated 05.03.2011 


R BRECON & RADNOR 

rinters 


• Business Cards 

• Letterheads 

• Compliment Slips 

All your printing requirements 


Tindle House 
11 The Bulwark, Brecon 
Tel/Fax (01874) 623868 

Email: 

prinrers@brecon-radnor.co.uk 


BUYING A NEW CAR? 

Advertise your old one with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
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GEM 

Family 

Notices 



Muriel Chappell 

Happy 90*^ Birthday 

on March 19th, 2011 

Love and best wishes - 
Dianne, Philip and Gill, Jane 
and Paul, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren 
XXX 


TORRES 

Peacefully on the 13th March 2011 at 
home surrounded by her family, Pamela of 
lianblethian. Beloved wife of Eduardo and a 
much loved mother, grandmother, sister and 
aunt. She will be truly missed. 

Resting at W.A.Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service in St.Cadoc’s Church 
Cowbridge on Thursday March 24 at 2.30pm 
followed by interment. Family flowers only, but 
donations may be made to Marie Curie Cancer Care 
c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only). 

BELCHER 
Edith 

Peacefully at the University Hospital Wales. 
Edith aged 84 years. 

Of Cathays, Adamsdown, Cardiff. Formerly of 
Wattstown and Ynyshire. Beloved wife of the late 
Raymond Belcher (RAF gunners Association). 
Much loved mother and mother-in-law of Allan and 
Jean, Derek and Pam, John and Laura. Grandmother 
of Stephen and Emma, Jeffrey, SaUy and Alex; 
Richard, Sharon, Catherine and Scott; Grace and 
Roy. Sister of Tommy and Connie. 
Reception of Body into St. Germans Church, 
Cardiff 6pm on Monday, 21st March. Requiem Mass 
Tuesday 22nd at 11am. Family Flowers only. 
Donations to St Germans Church. 


MILLS 

Harry Wyndham 

Peacefully on March 11 at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, Squadron Leader Mick Mills D.F.M., R.A.F. 
retired, of Llantwit Major. Resting at the Private 
Funeral Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 
Funeral Friday March 25, service and cremation 3.15pm 
at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by 
request, donations in lieu, if desired, to RAF charities, 
please make cheques payable to W James & Sons 
Charity Account c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 









W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, 

College Street 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 
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Cowbridge 
school skiers 
show promise 
for the future 



The school entered two teams for the pres¬ 
tigious UK school championships for the 
10th consecutive year. Many of last year’s 
successful team had left, and it was the 
turn of the younger and less experienced 
boys to compete at this level. 

The school team were led by year-13 pupil 
George Spill, who was the only registered skier 
among the boys; year-9 Nicky Griffiths, year-8 Ben 
Thomas, and year-7 Harry Hopkins, were all skiing 
in their first snow race. 

Due to lack of funding, the boys and their parents 
paid all of the costs of transport, hotel, and ski pass 
etc themselves. The team travelled out on a Friday 
ready for race training with Tim the instructor on 
Saturday. They worked on slalom in the morning and 
giant slalom in the afternoon. 

Saturday night was spent working on their skis - 
sharpening and waxing, which the newcomers found 
both interesting and tiring. 

An early start on Sunday on the slopes was greet¬ 
ed by glorious sunshine and the dual slalom race. 
This is a head-to-head relay of four competitors in a 
knock-out format. 

Cowbridge A team, led by Harri Hitchcock and 
followed by Matthew Goodlad, Jack Phillips and 
George Spill, defeated Ludgrove School from 
Oxford. 

Cowbridge B team, led by Ben Thomas, got off to 
a good start, which Harry Hopkins kept up, but sadly 
Nicky Griffiths skied out, leaving brother Jamie 
Griffiths in the trail of Tonbridge School Kent. 

The A team’s second round opponents were Reeds 
A team, the hot favourites to win the dual slalom 
plus the team event in the next two days. Harri 
Hitchcock gave former pupil Sam Stevens a fight, 
beating him to the first two poles, but Sam’s experi¬ 
ence told to give Reeds the lead, which they kept 
throughout the two races. The Cowbridge quartet did 
themselves proud against a very strong school that 
went on to win the dual slalom. 

Monday was the giant slalom race, held under the 
Alpen Tower black piste. Morning course inspection 
started at 8.15am with boys and parents leaving the 
hotel at 7.15am. 

The course, over 44 gates, was a daunting task for 
the three newcomers, but they met the challenge and 
finished the course. 

George Spill as captain showed his experience as 
he finished eighth overall out of 170 skiers. He was 
fourth in his age group in a time of 56.15secs. Other 
times were: Harri Hitchcock: 62.46s, Matthew 
Goodlad: 63.63s, Jamie Griffiths: 67.38s. Jack 
Phillips had a fall but finished the course. 

Nicky Griffiths had a great first run in 65.45s, 
closely followed by Ben Thomas (71.87) and Harry 
Hopkins (72.71). 

For the team award, the school has to finish any 
three in each race out of four to be in contention. 

The second race was giant slalom; all the boys 
completed this to keep the team event going. 

Tuesday brought another glorious day for the 
more challenging slalom course on the black piste, 
which included more than 50 gates, with many com¬ 
binations. George Spill led from the front with only 
one skier not completing one of the three courses. 
This meant that the team was in with a shout! 





Individual results 


Giant slalom 

Run 1 

Run 2 

Pos 

George Spill 

56.15 

55.50 

4th 

Matthew Goodlad 

64.71 

63.63 

20th 

Harri Hitchcock 

62.46 

66.61 

21st 

Jamie Griffiths 

67.38 

70.18 

35th 

Jack Phillips 

1.47.03 Re-run (skied out) 

Ben Thomas 

71.87 

71.20 

27th 

Harry Hopkins 

72.71 

78.90 

29th 

Nicky Griffiths 

Slalom 

65.45 

63.42 

22nd 

George Spill 

54.65 

47.74 

5th 

Jack Phillips 

58.67 

51.29 

9th 

Harri Hitchcock 

63.52 

54.70 

23rd 

Jamie Griffiths 

64.89 

57.44 

30th 

Matthew Goodlad 

56.58 

DNF 

— 

Nicky Griffiths 

67.97 

DNF 

23rd 

Ben Thomas 

74.09 

65.66 

17th 

Harry Hopkins 

82.47 

70.35 

27th 


In the presentation evening, the School A team 
finished high up the table, eighth out of 40 schools, 
behind eventual winners Reeds Surrey, Glenalmond 
Scotland, Millfield and British Academy ski school 
in France. 

It was a great effort to be able to compete against 
such strong public and well-funded schools. 

The B team finished 25th out of 40, with the three 
boys competing for the first time. The boys are 
already looking forward to next year. 

George Spill won the BASI instructors course 
award, which pays for him to go on a full week’s 
course to qualify to teach skiing. 

Well done George! 

A few ‘thank you’ messages are required. Firstly 
to the sponsors Latitude Architects for providing the 
team with ski jackets, and Coyoti Ski Shop for sup¬ 
plying them. Also to headteacher Mrs Margaret 
Evans for allowing the team time away from school 
to compete. 

A massive thank you goes to the parents who 
transported the skiers, and for their financial support; 
the hotel Brienzeburli, Brienze, for their warm wel¬ 
come, and to the owner for transporting the boys in 
his minibus to the slopes. 

Thanks also to John Kerley of Ski Valais, a very 
long-standing friend of the school whose company 
organised all of the accommodation, ski passes etc. 

Without the help of all these people, the job of 
taking the school team to these races would be 
impossible for one person. 

Long may ski-racing continue at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School! 

GW 



Aimee’s progress 
in ‘Young Chef’ 

AIMEE DELANEY 
of Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive has 
once again done 
Barry proud! 

As reported in The 
GEM, she had already 
won the ‘Young Chef’ 
competition run by Barry 
Rotary Club. 

In Eebruary, she pro¬ 
gressed again, beating 
other entrants from the 
Vale. Then, in March, she 
went to Builth Wells 
meeting contestants from 
south and mid Wales, 
where she triumphed 
once more. 

Now she is heading 
for the regional final of 
this Rotary-sponsored 
competition, again to be 
held at Builth Wells on 
Saturday, April 9. This 
brings in contestants 
from areas of England as 
well. 

David Ball, incoming 
president of Barry Rotary 
Club, said: “Rotary runs 

We are now on Twitter - 
follow us @gem_news 
Find us on Facebook - 
just search ‘Gem News’ 



several competitions to 
encourage the youth of 
our town to develop their 
professional skills and it 
makes all of us extremely 
proud to have such talent 
in our midst.” 
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TOUGHEST OF THE TOUGH TACKLE 
JENNER PARK 40-MILE ULTRA RACE! 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


ONCE again, Barry has played 
host to one of the toughest races 
in the world calendar. 

The Barry 40 Miles Track Race 
has become a cult event. Born exact¬ 
ly 25 years ago on the Jenner Park 
cinder track, it has developed into an 
international class endurance race 
that is known around the world in 
ultra-distance circles, and is a major 
trial for international team selection. 

Three athletes who have triumphed 
at Barry have gone on to win the 
World 100 km crown. In the past 24 
editions of the event, 57 world best 
performances have been set. 

An excellent field of 25 athletes 
from all parts of the UK entered, of 
whom 22 toed the line. However, the 
one factor that can never be deter¬ 
mined is the weather. 

As the gun went at 10am, the 
heavens opened. This wasn’t quite 
what the runners were hoping for. 

The other deterrent was the energy¬ 
sapping blustery wind that seemed to 
be snapping at the heels of the ath¬ 
letes all the way through. 


With athletes coming from around 
the UK, the overall winner was 
George Dayantis (Christchurch 
Runners), with a time of four hours, 
24.17 seconds, seven-and-a-half min¬ 
utes clear of Paul Fernandez of 
Abingdon Harriers. 

Two women entries were in fourth 
and fifth place: Adela Salt 
(Trentham) and Karen Rushton 
(South West Vets), and it was the first 
time that two women had broken the 
five-hour barrier at Barry. 

The third lady to finish was Jen 
Salter, in eighth place overall and 
improving her personal best by 10 
minutes in 5:09:15. This won Jen the 
Welsh Ultra Championship, and for 
the first time, the fastest Welsh lady 
also beat the fastest Welsh man. 

Loretta Daley also recorded a per¬ 
sonal best of 5:50:48, this time by 
five minutes in taking silver. 

Mark Baker (Northbrook AC) took 
the Welsh Men’s title in 5:37:03, a 
triumph for persistence as he had pre¬ 
viously won silver and bronze in four 
attempts. 


Cadoxton Tae Kwon Do excel 
at Welsh Open Championships 


PICTURED (Left to right): Dominic Todd, Morganne Gomez Jones, Jamie Halford, Liam 
Rees, Shannon Haysham, Bradley Halford, Thomas Haysham, Matthew Bennet, Cian Allen, 
Ollie Tipples and Hayley Mattey. Missing is Demi McFarlane. 


ON Sunday, February 27, a 
small number of competi¬ 
tors from the Cadoxton 
Schools travelled the short 
distance to the Penarth 
Leisure Centre, where 500 
competitors converged to 
take part in the Imperial 
Tae Kwon Do Association 
Welsh Open champi¬ 
onships. 

Once the pattern sections were 
completed, the coloured belt con¬ 
tinuous sparring categories got 
under way. 

In only their second tourna¬ 
ment, Cian Allen and Shannon 
Haysham did exceptionally well 
to come away first places and the 
gold medals. 


After fighting his way through 
to the final, Ollie Tipples’ fight 
went into extra time twice and was 
eventually decided on the next 
point to be scored where Ollie got 
the point taking the gold. 

Showing all of his experience 
Liam Rees took control of his cat¬ 
egory to take the gold medal. 

Competing in probably the 
largest category of the day, 
Bradley Halford dominated to 
come away with the gold. 

Jamie Halford competing in a 
hard-fought men’s heavy weight 
division came away with the silver 
and second place. 

Competing in the same catego¬ 
ry, Morganne Gomez Jones and 
Demi McFarlane both fought their 
way into the last three, with Demi 
taking the silver and Morganne the 


bronze. 

The unluckiest competitor of 
the day was Matthew Bennett who 
dominated his bout but unfortu¬ 
nately came away with the bronze. 

Once again, eight-year-old 
Hayley Mattey fought well to 
come away with the silver and 
second place. 

Thomas Haysham showing that 
he has a bright martial arts future 
fought his way through and came 
away with the bronze and third 
place. 

Not to be left out, Dominic 
Todd also took the bronze, making 
it a successful day with 12 com¬ 
petitors and 12 podium places. 

For further information and 
training times, please phone Barry 
406372 or 07811934079. 

RON THOMAS 
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_ COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT _ 

Netball team shines in county tournament 


BASKETBALL 


YEAR-9 NETBALL 

YEAR-9 netball team played very well in 
the first round of the county tournament. 

Their first match was against Glantaf and they 
were off to a good start with two goals by Hannah 
Woodward. Glantaf defended very well, but the final 
score was Cowbridge 5 - Glantaf 4. 

The team had a great start against Plasmawr, scor¬ 
ing first within seconds. Despite the best efforts of 
Plasmawr, Cowbridge were the stronger team, with 
excellent interceptions from Sarah Lewis. Final 
score 9-2. 

Bryn Hafren started well, scoring a goal. 
However, Cowbridge came back strongly, and once 
they had found their form, they scored seven goals in 
succession. Very good marking in defence kept Bryn 
Hafren from scoring again. 

The final game against Howells was going to be 
tough, and both teams needed to win to claim the 
tournament. Cowbridge started slowly, finding 
Howells a very strong team. 

Howells scored the first two goals, but the girls 
came back and were soon level at 4-4. 

The standard of the game was very high, with 
excellent fluid passing from both teams. However, 
Howells proved the stronger, winning 6-5. 

The tournament was tied with Cowbridge, Glantaf 
and Howells all level. Glantaf won narrowly on 
count back, by just one goal! 

YEAR-7 NETBALL 

THE year-7 netball teams played against 
Brynteg. 

The A team had a very closely fought match 
which saw the first half fall in Cowbridge’s favour 4- 
3. Olivia Jones played exceptionally well at GA, 
scoring all four goals for Cowbridge. 

In the second half, a solid defensive performance 
from Emma Bowler at GK, Izzy Smith at GD and 
Sashini Jaysinghe at WD kept Cowbridge in the 
game and created excellent opportunities for the 
attackers to capitalise. 

Gemma Vinney at WA and Seren Allin at C made 
some brilliant linking moves, feeding the ball into 
Olivia Jones at GA and Hannah Goodlad at GS. 

The Brynteg girls also played with conviction and 
the score ended very fairly at 8-8. An excellent and 
exciting game. 

The B team got off to a strong start as well with 
an early goal from Lucy Houseley at GS, as a result 
of an excellent feed into the circle from Hannah 
Miles at C. 

Charlotte Adams at GK, Elbe Earr at GD and Evie 
Vaughan Jones at WD worked tirelessly in defence 
to prevent the Brynteg girls from scoring and it was 
1-0 at half-time. 

In the second half, Lauren David came on to WA 
and Cerys Bradshaw moved to WD and settled in 
well. 

The second half was tightly fought, with just the 
one goal, again for Cowbridge coming from Suzie 
Jones at GA. The score finished 2-0 to Cowbridge. 

YEAR-7 RUGBY 

THE two year-7 teams played Brynteg 
Comprehensive. 

Year-7 (A) lost 22-5, with one try by Daniel 
Bunney. 

Year-7 (B) won by 31-0, with tries by Joshua 
Peterson, David Bear, Tom Williams, Cai Irwin, and 
Toff Patel. Conversions were by Callum Blackman 
(1) and Jay Munn (2). 

Llantwit Major 
darts league 

THE latest league tables in the Llantwit 
Major Darts League are as below: 


ALEAGUE 

Kings Head 1 131 

Wenvoe Arms 112 

White Hart 112 

Shoes Peterston 99 

Kings Cup 96 

Kings Head 2 93 

Pox & Hounds 88 

Rugby Club 82 

Lamb & Plag 69 

Golden Cups 68 

Blacksmith Arms 1 56 

Pour Bells 48 

Blacksmiths Arms 2 45 

C LEAGUE 

Shoes Marcross 102 

Lamb & Plag 93 

Carpenters Arms 91 

Kings Cup 89 

Kings Head 1 65 

Kings Head 2 59 

ParmersArms 51 

Rugby Club 2 38 


We are holding our Ladies semi-finals night at the 
rugby club on Thursday, March 17, at 7.45pm. 

DC 


FIRST XV RUGBY 

THE school senior rugby team were well beaten by 
a very strong St David’s College in the Welsh 
Schools Premier League. 

Despite another outstanding performance from 
captain Ben Smith, the school side struggled against 
much bigger opponents. 

Cowbridge started the game with seven year-11 
boys, which is always a big disadvantage against a 
college side. The centre pairing of Adam Wood and 
Tom Harrison made some good hne breaks, but a lack 
of support prevented tries from being scored on three 
occasions. 

Christian Roberts-Walters also made two great 
breaks early in the first half, but once again there was 
a lack of clinical finishing that would prove costly. 
Cowbridge missed the first half penalties that would 
have provided an early lead and when Will Thomas 
left the field with a broken nose, St David’s increased 
the pressure. 

The game finished 25-3 and Cowbridge will now 
look to improve on this performance with a national 
quarter final game against Pencoed Comprehensive 
School. 

YEAR-7 FOOTBALL 

TWO year-7 teams played Cathedral School, 
Llandaff. 

Year-7 (A) won 9-2, with goals from David Bear 
(2), Jay Munn, Sean Davies (2), and Harrison Stevens 
(4). 

Year-7 (B) won this time by 10-0, with goals by 
Iwan Goodwin, Tomos Evans-Williams, Tom 
Edwards, Evan Turner, Toff Patel, Tom Kynaston, Cai 
Jones, Owen Tuckwell and Leo Kelly. 

HOCKEY 

THE year-10 hockey team played against a mixed 
year Porthcawl team. 

The combinations of strong players were too good 
for the Cowbridge team, but the girls had a good game 
and enjoyed the match. 

In defence, Rebecca John played her first game in 
goal and saved some excellent shots. Anna Wynne 
and Liz Whitehouse played well in defence, with help 
from Nancie Roberts Smith and Carys Rhys Jones. 
Bethan Sloan, Hannah Taylor and Nancie Edwards 
played in midfield and helped the defence with some 
quality passes, feeding the attack of Angharad Davies, 
Annabel Drew and Sophie Williams (who played in 
her first match for the school). The final score was 6- 
0 to Porthcawl. 

Player of the match: Annabel Drew. 

GYMNASTICS 

THE following pupils were selected to represent 
the county at the Welsh Schools Inter County 
Championships for gymnastics on Eriday, March 4 
at the Welsh Institute of Sport, Sophia Gardens 
Cardiff. 

They are: Jasmine Stevens (year-7); Lily Evans 
(year-9); Tom Trotman (year-8). 

The following pupils were selected to represent the 
school at the Welsh Schools Gymnastics Eloor and 
Vault Competition at the Welsh Institute of Sport, 
Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. 

Under-19 mixed: Dylan Layzell; Toby Swann; Lily 
Evans; Rebecca Thomas; Caitlin Al li n. 

Under-19 boys: Liam Martin; Danny Price; Kester 
Urwin; Jason Sami; Jack Scott-Coombes. 

Under-19 girls: Natasha Johnson; Natasha Sahonte; 
Emmy Bevan; Kimberley Dreyer; Annabel Smith. 

Under-13 boys: Tom Trotman; Tom Lucas; Hywel 
Williams; Kai Urwin; Charlie Martin. 

Under-13 girls: Jasmine Stevens; Jordan Stevens; 
Mia Sexton; Bridget Waters; Elbe Medlicott; 
Stephanie Sanderson. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

COWBRIDGE Comprehensive hosted a transition 
cross country league over the last two weeks of the 
spring half-term. 

The transition league has been set up by Miss Hale 
at Cowbridge Comprehensive, with the primary clus¬ 
ter schools taking part in competitions using the 
school’s new facilities. 

Eor the year-6 pupils, it was a chance to get to 
know each other before starting in September in year- 
7. The transition league is in line with the national cur¬ 
riculum and has already completed competitions in 
netball and hockey. 

In race one, Molly Anne Rees from Llansannor 
School came first in the mixed race over a 1,500m 
two-lap of the school field. Bamy Langton Cryer 
came second in the mixed race and was first boy over¬ 
all. 

In the mixed team event, Y Bont Eaen came first 
with 25 points, St David’s Colwinston second with 
28, and Llansannor third with 30. 

In race two, Mah Howell from St Brides came first 
in the mixed race, and Wilham Davies from St 
David’s came second and first in the boys race. 

St David’s came first in the team event with 25, and 
Y Bont Eaen second with 33 points. Overall in the two 
league races, St David’s won the team event with 53 
points and Y Bont Eaen were second with 58. Well 
done to all those who took part and we look forward 
to the next transition league on April 6 and 13, which 
is football. 


THE senior basketball team celebrated 
Valentine’s Day with a close fought win over local 
rivals Llantwit Major. 

Led by majestic skipper Oli Trotman, the young 
and somewhat inexperienced team showed some 
great defence and attacking flair. Matt Logsdon and 
Jack Wilkins continue to impress, not just on the 
field of rugby, but on the court as well with their 
effort and work rate. 

Sam Roberts showed his class and dominated the 
physical battle under the basket, but MVP went to 
the guest appearance of Matty Roberts, showing an 
ability and maturity beyond his years, finishing the 
game as top scorer. 

BADMINTON 

THE following pupils were selected to represent 
the school at the Welsh Schools Top Schools 
Badminton tournament at the Elash Leisure 
Centre, Welshpool, Powys. 

Boys: Rhys Mallows (captain); Wil Painter; 
James Hendy; Matthew Goodlad. 

Girls: Jessica Oliver; Lois Palmer; Jordan 
Carpenter; Nia Patel. 

YEAR-9 BASKETBALL 

ON Eebruary 15, Cowbridge year-9 basketball 
team, having had 11 easy games in the last two 
years (even winning last year’s final by 50 points) 
went further aBeld, looking for sterner opposi¬ 
tion. 

They found it in Cwm Rhymney School near 
Blackwood, who proved a stern test and were a 
barometer as to how they would fare in the forth¬ 
coming Welsh championships. 

Playing their normal aggressive full court press 
defence they built up a lead of seven points after the 
first two quarters, but at a cost - both Joe Gaughan 
and George Griffiths were in foul trouble! 

The good aggressive dribbling by Cwm Rhymney 
was putting us under severe pressure and taking its 
toll. 

With the end game still 20 minutes away, the team 
needed to rethink their defence and went to a tight 
zone. It proved the turning point as Cwm Rhymney 
were unable to adapt to the change and Cowbridge 
restrticted them to only three points while scoring 12 
themselves. 

Cowbridge now had a comfortable 16 point lead 
to go into the final quarter. 

Cowbridge coasted the last quarter, still playing 
their tight zone and rotating the players in foul trou¬ 
ble. Joe Gaughan and Harry Stubbington did well to 
restrict themselves to three but George Griffiths 
ended with four. 

All the team played well in this, their toughest 
game. Tom Trotman played the whole game and was 
second top scorer, but it was Harry Stubbington who 
won man of the match, not only because he top- 
scored with 18 points, but also for his immense 
rebounding under both baskets. 

Cowbridge ran out winners 61-44. 

After their tough game the previous evening, 
Cowbridge were not at their best in their final league 
game against Barry. Decision making was poor and 
rebounding only adequate. 

They dribbled too much and failed to block out 
Barry under the boards. 

They had too much class, however, and though 
Barry never gave up the result was never really in 
question. 

Cowbridge eventually ran out easy winners 47- 
17. 

No player really stood out in what was a scrappy 
game at times, but George Griffiths was awarded the 
man of the match for his pace in defence and fine 
shooting and checks under the basket. 

YEAR-8 BASKETBALL 

HAVING won their previous two games, 
Cowbridge were looking forward to their first 
away game at Barry. 

They started well with an aggressive full court 
defensive press which never allowed Barry to settle. 
They used their height advantage to good effect and 
soon were comfortably in the lead. 

The outstanding moment of the game happened in 
the last second of the second quarter when, with the 
clock being counted down from 10 seconds, Joe 
Davies found himself just inside the opposition half 
near the touchline and under pressure. 

He threw a very speculative shot as time was 
called and to the amazement of everyone in the hall 
it went in for three points. The whole place erupted, 
with Joe having a Very wide smile! 

Cowbridge continued to dominate and even 
though Barry never gave up, they ran out easy win¬ 
ners 45-10. 

Ellis Rosser, Joe Davies and David Humphreys 
played well, but it was Ben Jones who won man of 
the match for his rebounding and shooting. 


YEAR-8 NETBALL 

COWBRIDGE year-8 netball team played 
in the county preliminary netball tourna¬ 
ment held at Cowbridge School. 

Cowbridge played St Richard Gwyn in their first 
game winning 6-0. 

The second game Cowbridge lost against Stanwell 
7-0. 

In the third game against Llantwit, Cowbridge 
won 8-4, and in the last game lost to Llanishen 6-5 in 
a very tight game where it was goal for goal and 
Cowbridge ran out of time to equalise. 

Overall Stanwell won the tournament, winning all 
their games. 

Cowbridge came second with the same points as 
Llanishen but as Cowbridge scored more goals they 
came second, Llanishen third, Llantwit fourth and St 
Richard Gwyn fifth. 

Cowbridge team was made up of shooters Emily 
Davies and Kim Jerwood, who played excellent 
games with most shots on target. Elbe Davies, Megan 
McNamee, Hannah Lister-Sims, Evie Williams, 
Kathryn Rees and Lily Morris all played in the cen¬ 
tre court and Rebecca Thomas, Caitlin Jones and 
Sally Gambling played in defence. 

Good luck to Stanwell in the final! 

NETBALL TEAMS WIN! 

COWBRIDGE year-7 and year-8 netball teams 
played away at Llantwit on Wednesday, Eebruary 
16 and were hoping to continue with their winning 
ways. 

The year-7s played first in a 30 minute match con¬ 
sisting of three 10-minute games. 

At the end of the first 10 minutes, Cowbridge were 
up 3-2. 

The girls then settled into the game well and excel¬ 
lent defence from Izzy Smith at GD prevented 
Llantwit from scoring on a number or occasions, tak¬ 
ing the score to 8-5 to Cowbridge. 

In the final passage of play Seren Allin, Sashini 
Jaysinghe and Gemma Vinney worked tirelessly 
throughout the centre court to capitalise on the defen¬ 
sive work of Hannah Crosby and Izzy Smith, and 
made excellent opportunities for Hann^ Goodlad at 
GA and Lucy Housley at GS to score. 

The final score was a win for Cowbridge at 14-9. 
An excellent team performance by all players - well 
done girls!! 

The year-8 match was played in the same format 
and Cowbridge wasted little time in the first game, 
getting off to a solid 5-3 lead. 

In the second third Hannah Lister Sims and 
Rebecca Thomas worked brilliantly in defence 
together making some excellent interceptions, ensur¬ 
ing Cowbridge retained all-8 lead. 

In the final third the Llantwit girls started very 
well scoring the first 2 goals taking the score to 11- 
10 . 

The Cowbridge team showed great resilience and 
determination to recover and excellent shots from 
Emily Davies at GS and Kim Jerwood at GA enabled 
the Cowbridge team to score ahead for a 15-11 win. 
An excellent win under pressure, well done girls! 

Player of the match: Lucy Housley (year-7) and 
Hannah Lister-Sims (year-8). 

UNDER-15S HOCKEY 

ALTHOUGH the Cowbridge girls worked hard in 
defence, they couldn’t stop Corpus Christi’s 
strong attacking game from scoring and lost 7-0. 

Corpus then played Radyr and convincingly beat¬ 
ing them 5-0. 

Cowbridge then played Radyr where they regained 
some good attacking play. 

We scored two goals, both by Annabel Drew. 

A special mention to Miriam Bennett, who stepped 
into the goalkeeper’s position at the last minute. 

Player of the match: Nancy Edwards. 

YEAR-8 BASKETBALL 

THIS was Cowbridge year-8’s last league game 
and having won their last three they did not dis¬ 
appoint, running out easy winners against Bro 
Morgannwg 54 -4. 

In the first quarter there seemed to be a lid over the 
basket with Cowbridge missing 21 easy baskets! 

Tom Trottman was dominant both in defence and 
attack but seemed to have left his shooting skills in 
his school locker (he was still top scorer with 20 
points). 

It was Ben Jones who won man of the match for 
his steady play in both attack and defence with some 
strong rebounding and selfless passing in attack. 

This result puts Cowbridge into the semi final and 
they will play the runners up of the Cardiff schools 
competition 

The year-9 team are in the same position, having 
won all their games and they to await the news as 
who they play in the semis 

Year-8: played four; won four; points for - 169; 
points against - 3. 

Year-9: played six; won six; points for - 330; 
points against - 119. 
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YMCA male 
gymnasts are 
success story 

RIGHT: Tom Roberts, Joseph Rowlands, Eithan Singh 
and Clinton Purnell. 
Bottom right: Clinton Purnell (Commonwealth Gymnasts) 
and Iwan Mepham (Welsh Gymnastics 
Male Gymnast of the Year) 



THE Barry YMCA 
male elite team have 
proven that they are 
the top team in 
Wales. 

The team, coached by 
Pete Haysham - Welsh 
gymnastics male artistic 
national programme 
coach - have competed 
at a string of events over 
the past few months 
resulting in a variety of 
impressive results. 

The squad had a great 
deal of motivation going 
into the new year follow¬ 
ing the fantastic achieve¬ 
ment of the eldest team 
member Clinton Purnell, 
who was selected to rep¬ 
resent Wales at the Delhi 
Commonwealth Games 
in October 2010. 

Pete Haysham was 
thrilled to be the team 
coach for Wales at the 
event, which saw the 
Welsh team producing 
their best result ever in a 
Commonwealth games, 
placing fifth overall. 

Clinton did not disap¬ 
point, assisting the team 
to their title and qualify¬ 
ing for the individual all 
around event (top 24 
gymnasts) finishing 20th 
overall. Clinton also 
gained a place in the 
vault final (top eight 
gymnasts) placing sixth 
overall. 

From here, the elite 
squad took part in the 
Welsh Championships, 
with Clinton regaining 
the Welsh senior overall 
title this year winning 


gold on rings, vault and 
high bar. 

Joseph Rowlands 
gained the under-16 
Welsh overall title, with 
gold on pommel and high 
bar and silver on vault 
and rings. 

Team mate James 
Elliott achieved gold on 
parallel bars. 

Iwan Mepham (Welsh 
Gymnastics male gym¬ 
nast of the year), a sure 
hope for a string of 
medals, missed the com¬ 
petition due to injury 
which prevented the club 
from entering a team in 
this age group, a title 
they would have easily 
won. 

Christopher Webber 
and Declan Brooks 
(under-12) are part of a 
new team feeding 
through the Elite system. 
The boys are improving 
and developing all the 
time. Chris was thrilled 
to achieve a bronze 
medal for his work on 
vault. 

In the under-10 com¬ 
petition, Eithan Singh 
competed in his first ever 
competition. A natural 
talent with an immense 
deal of ability, Eithan 
achieved bronze overall, 
gold on rings, silver on 
vault and parallel bars 
and bronze on floor and 
high bar. 

Eithan has trained for 
less than a year in the 
sport with only the last 
six months under Pete’s 
guidance - and he has 
now been selected for the 


Welsh national squad. 

Just one week separat¬ 
ed the Welsh 
Championships from the 
London Open where a 
slightly depleted team 
competed. Injury held 
back Iwan, James and 
Joseph, who had to be fit 
for a selection of events. 

Clinton competed in 
all six disciplines to 
place ninth overall, an 
impressive effort as the 
standards were very high 
and included the full 
selection of British squad 
gymnasts. Clinton’s 
result has furthered his 
chances of gaining a 
place in the British squad 
to compete in the World 
Student Games in China 
later this year. 

The final competition 
was the Celtic Cup, held 
this year in Belfast. The 
event brings together all 
four home Nations in a 
battle for the title of 
Celtic Cup Champions. 
Wales continue to domi¬ 
nate this competition, 
winning both the junior 
and senior men’s team 
titles. 

Recovering from 
injury, Iwan Mepham 
achieved silver all round 
in the under-17 competi¬ 
tion and team mate 
James Elliott followed in 
bronze medal position. 
Joseph Rowlands and 
Bradley Morgan both 
worked, nursing injuries, 
to assist both teams to 
glory. 

FB 


Devils look dapper! 



RADIO 

DECODING 


{ 


WHILE YOU WATT 
Ring Gareth on: 

01443 22X936 


ABOVE: The 
players look smart 
in their new kit. 
LLANTWIT Major 
Building 

Contractors have 
provided training 
tops for the 
Cadoxton Imps 
Devils under-11 
football team. 

Coach Peter 
Bowdon, pictured far 
left, thanked them for 
the donation, and the 
boys look very smart; a 
credit to the football 
club. 



Imps maintain the 
pressure at summit 


LEAGUE title con¬ 
tenders Cadoxton 
Imps under-15s 
met Porthkerry 
Panthers. 

The Imps worked 
their way into the game 
and started creating 
chances, thanks to tire¬ 
less defensive work 
from Gage Waller, Jacob 
Burgess, Louis Burrows 
and Jo Robinson keep¬ 
ing the Panthers strikers 
at bay. 

Sam Rees Davies 
once again proved why 
he is so highly rated, 
keeping the score level 
with some good saves 
and superb distribution. 

The Imps made the 
breakthrough midway 
through the first half 
when man of the match 
Jordan Williams coolly 


UNDER-15S 

PORTHKERRY PANTHERS 1 

CADOXTON IMPS 1 


rattled the back of the 
net with a neat finish. 

The Imps worked 
hard to maintain their 
lead during the second 
half with highly disci¬ 
plined performances 
from the midfield of 
Ashley Cottle, Izaak 
Earrag, Kieronaldo 
Thomas and the brilliant 
Ben Pearce, and of 
course the relentless 
running and prowess of 
Callum Harding up top. 

Jordan produced a 
moment of sheer class 
when, after receiving the 
ball, he cut inside two 
defenders and curled a 
wonderful low shot into 
the bottom corner of the 


Panthers net. 

Once again the 
Panthers replied by 
coming straight back at 
the Imps, and after a 
short spell got a well 
deserved goal after a 
rare mix up in the usual¬ 
ly tight Imps defence. 

The Imps hit Panthers 
with an outstanding 
counter attack goal from 
Dan Morgan, giving 
them the edge again. 

A cool and calculated 
finish from Kieron 
Ashton rounded off a 
flowing move for the 
team’s fourth. 

JH 


Vale Schools under-lls 
lose out in a thriller 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
under-lls travelled 
to a dry and firm 
Gelligaled Parc 
pitch, Ystrad 
Rhondda, and came 
away second best to 
a well drilled 
Rhondda Schools 
team, relying on 
hard running for¬ 
wards and a couple 
of match-winning 
backs. 

The match started 
superbly well for the 
Vale with Harrison 
Ashby intercepting a 
pass against the run of 
play after Rhondda had 
used their backline to 
spread the ball, but they 
were contained by the 
Vale tackier s. 

He sped down the left 
flank from 40 metres, 
outpacing the cover 
defence to score under 
the posts after two min¬ 
utes; Bevan Howell con¬ 
verted. 

Both teams ran the 
ball well and were well 
contained at ruck and 
tackle situations by their 


Minis 

welcome 

Dafydd 

ON Sunday, March 
6, Barry RFC mini 
section were thrilled 
to welcome Cardiff 
Blues centre Dafydd 
Hewitt to the club. 

Dafydd watched every 
team from the rugby 
creche to the under-lls 
training, signed auto¬ 
graphs, posed for photos 
and even helped out with 
a bit of coaching. 

The children were 
thrilled to meet one of 
their heroes and present¬ 
ed Dafydd with a Barry 
RFC hoodie. 

Huge thanks to 
Dafydd for giving up his 
time to come to the club, 
and the club look for¬ 
ward to welcoming him 
back next week to train 
with the junior teams. 


opposition. 

The next score was 
created by the Vale 
backs of Rhydian and 
Joseff Williams, who 
shipped the ball to 
Ashby again on his 
wing. 

Prom the following 
maul Haaris Kahn 
emerged on the blind to 
sprint in and score in the 
corner from 20 metres 
out. 

At this stage the Vale 
had a healthy 12-0 lead. 

Rhondda started to 
use their bigger forwards 
to good effect and only a 
try-saving tackle by 
Reuben Williams stood 
in their way. 

A number of scrums 
followed with Rhondda 
being held up over the 
Vale try line a number of 
times. 

The next scrum saw 
them move it blind for 
their centre to burst 
through and score, 12-5 
to the Vale. 

A Vale scrum upfield 
following the restart, 
after Jack Little had dis¬ 
rupted the catch for the 
Rhondda, put Reuben 
Williams in position at 
flyhalf, but the ball did¬ 
n’t go to hand and the 
chance was lost. 

The try of the match 
went to the Rhondda just 
before halftime when 
their deceptive winger 
jinked past five defend¬ 
ers to score close in, 
adding the conversion 
and turning round at 12- 
12 . 

The second half start¬ 
ed well for the Vale, 


pinching the ball in con¬ 
tact. Ashby on the left, 
via Howell and Hopkins, 
who seeing the space, 
went at pace, fooled the 
defence with a cheeky 
stutter-step to beat the 
last defender, and scored 
under the posts. Howell 
converted once again to 
put the Vale in the driv¬ 
ing seat at 19-12 up. 

The Rhondda for¬ 
wards robbed the ball in 
contact and popped it to 
their wing who sprinted 
50 metres down the left 
wing to score under the 
posts, converting to 
make it all even again. 

In a cruel twist, from 
a maul near the touch- 
line, the Rhondda tight 
head prop emerged and 
outpaced the Vale 
defenders to score with a 
flamboyant dive in the 
corner, making the score 
24-19. 

A thoroughly enter¬ 
taining match, with two 
well-matched sides 
adding to the spectacle 
for players and specta¬ 
tors. 

Vale squad: Jack Lee, 
Max Lucas, Fin Davies, 
Max Cunnington, 
Reuben Williams, 
Haaris Kahn, Jack 
Little, Sam Corkhill, Jac 
Roberts, Rhys Durlucia 
(captain), loan Williams, 
loan Lewis, Rhys 
Bradshaw, Rhydian 
Williams, Rhys Jones, 
Rhodri Hopkins, Bevan 
Howell, Joseff Williams, 
Ben Jones, Harrison 
Ashby. 

DAVID WILLIAMS 


IJqnd«w Nttals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669 - 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 



ABOVE: Fin Davies lining up the 
Rhondda winger. 





www.^ ^vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 

Lutons , 

with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles.TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available yi A'j 

• Full European Use - ■' ^ 

(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid creditldebit card 

01656 660160 
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NIL DCFOSIT 

eies PCR MONTH* 
36 MONTHS 


£7,995 

ON THE ROAD* 


MIL DEPOSIT 

£175 PER MONTH • 
36 MONTHS 



£8,495 

ON THE ROAD* 


Nt DEPOSIT 

£159 PER MONTH« 
36 MONTHS 



£8,995 

ON THE ROAD* 



N«w Ka E4f« «V Ouratoc (69PS) 
On T?ke Read FrSet 
Dipmit AJk0^nc« 

Amourt of Cr»<lt 

Totil Ovr^ Far Credt 

Toul A^ncMTC Payable B,' Customer 

GfiFV (ppdoeai fM Pa^mem) 

Mlc 4 £e per Areum 

Fmom* Kbsftt Our^ 

* 0« tta maJ tvclseka cuMan 


£8‘19S.OO 

£soaoo 
£799S,0O 
£1357.86 
£9852.86 
£341600 
9000 
6p psr rn3* 


Fori i* 19\ APR typ«^ on 3 fvar cfiScm. 


New Ka ZtMc 1.1 tV Ouratac (49PS> 

On The Road FVtce £89T5JX2 

DapoMt AJIcMaanco £S0CX0O 

Amour* of Cr«<N £846S.C0 

Total Ohorfe For CretN £1443.20 

Total AmoifH Pa^nble By Custoroer £1043620 

GHfV (Op«on6 Fbul Payment) £3437.00 

Mleafc per Arrum 90CX> 

Esocm* Mlaaf* Ch«r{* 6p pmr ml* 

* On ai* raaS inttara* cta*of«*r dmpamt Amaao*. erSf t 
mth F«r4 Crwt§t at 73\ AffI tfpcalon 3 fwr 


K>IIO Htw Ka Titanium 1.2 8V Duratac (69PS) 


On The Road Price 
Dspowt Allomtanc* 

Amountf of Cr«dt 
Total Char;8P For Credt 
Total Amcnr* Payable By C«st) 0 «ner 
GHFV (Opfiicnal Final Pigment) 
Mlea^e per Annum 
Fxeasa Charpt 

•On 


£7457X0 
£50000 
£8995.00 
£1524.00 
£1101700 
£3822X0 
9000 
6p p*r ml* 


w*b FordCrMll A 7.9^ APR tf**ai«n 3 }r««r c^>*Bniw 


NIL DEPOSIT 

£195 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£9,495 

rtAI TMP 0£1AD* 


NIL DEPOSIT 
£220 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£10,495 

ON THE ROAD* 


NIL DEPOSIT 
£272 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£11,995 

ON THE ROAD* 





Nmm R*a« Edf* 1.2S 82P$ wilb ABoy« 4 
On Th* Ro«l Pr«* £9995 j00 

Deposit AJkmmce £500 00 

Ansoum of Credit £7475X0 

Total Charge For Credit £ 1614X0 

Total Amount PayaN* By CtKCertwr £11609X0 

QMFV (Optml RnaJ PMymmt) £4088X0 

Mlba,^ per Anr«^ 9000 

Exceta Hle*ge Chiar^ 6p per mie 

• Qnthr m**trckabr<Miie«T*r depmaoni^ 

MChl ordCriKb at 7.9><AISt typical on I ymr 


Nm* Fbota 1.25 82PS Zoeoc ewith B b—i o otb 
OnThtRtMdfVio* £10995.00 

Depodt AHo^nce £50600 

Amoire of Credt £KH95.0O 

Told CAar^ For Oedc £1759.96 

Total Amount R^abb By Customer £12754.96 

CMFV (OpoooaJ F3W Piymeni) £4312.00 

MIosje* per Amum 9000 

Excess Hbape Charfe 6p per mle 

• Oa beroadlrKludr<CM**«**r dtpomdewkanos.erly akaSStS* 
Mi#v I*f4 Cratfti ar 7.9% AtR typir:* orv I y*«r 


Nam Focus 1 j 6 Z*t>*c Sdr 

On The Rond PH<* £12495.00 

Deposit AAomance £500.00 

Amount cf Credit £ 11995.00 

Total Owr^ For Credt £1919.08 

Total Amount Payabb By Cusiemor £ 14414.08 

GMFV (Opdonal Fbd PayvrM) £4111.00 

Mlant* per Amum 9000 

Excess Hlbape Oharje 4p per rrlle 

* Qa ts* read trKbOts c urto astf drpaut atoMtjrKeworly aa 'x beb 
Mtslord Cradt at APR tyfic* o* I yaar afstcni. 


Ralea erAr aubbct lo awalaOiey *1P N. IA4ar for mw vabbba oontmdbtd bae**** MACO^II *ad 31413/7011 arsd rapui a rad balaraan 15/02/2011 *rtd 31A03/2011. MM prtcmt aosebda raanabe yenl 
*Wiom Maf>tt ar* sfmm. achertbed prsoe b cboulaMd hy ebduebog a oustotbr Mabg hots the fianiAKlar«rs r»coin«>todad OTR prlo*. Rnanoe it suefS«i «> Mbus. OuaraaiMs ntary m «*quf*d 
Pmtposl Fcrd Credit ""Peyaicm vdtt GMFV iGuareaieed Mnmin Fut*r« Mali*) N you Ms* to oab th* xetsde at 9t* aad of the agreer a ent. Firfibr onargee eeay be eubbet to the oondto* of the 
uatsdoi V the aetaob I* reSameb et th* tnif «f Inarsc* agrea m am 

Tel: 01446 733248 


VISIT US @ www.pwmii_i.ar.co.uk 


Why choose 
FordCredit? 


CompBlittvd financ# options 

ddsignsd to mast your raquiram^ftls <4,9% APR> 

Simple appilealion process 

with a decision usually in less than 15 minutes 


Fixed Interest rates 

for the loan duration 

Provldin9 Ford buyers 

with finance products in the UK aarce 1963 


Port Road East, 
Barry CF62 9PZ 
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GREAT CAR 



UNBEUEVABLE SA V/NGS FROM 
V/CTOR/A RARKMBZDB. 

VAT FIXED AT 2010 RATE'' 

3 years' complimentary servicing’ 
Low deposit and low monthly payments 
16" sports alloy wheels 
Full sports body kit 

£11,585 


TAMURA 


P%r«orkai Conlrjcl Purchase LiAmpt*. MaiiIa 2 L3 Sdr lAmi ^a 


S4 nawOlf 
MtWWHll 

M«8la 0*M4H 

0*«l*r 

CawtiMPtlws* 

0«i IK* 

Caatamr 

•19*44 

11 

Irtertil 

cKnM 

09tl*««< Sn*i 
•If 9***1 

Tot*! «fn»«ne 

MpfO** 

If 

C8C**8 (Tbl**«* 

iK9f* Mf rHW 

ttPP 

trpo 

CS60 

lt1S84 0P 

ct.eoppo 

IrP.OfP^y 1 

Ct.»20P 

fASPAep 

tlxm to 

Ipooo I 

t4f9 



na** r**« 

*1 •f 4 *f«t< 

n*pr*«* 9 S*li%* 

X 04 to 

S.tH APR* 


Til* oHkmI ImI consumption flquros in mpg (l/IOOkm) for tho upgraded Mazda2 range Urban 34.9 (8.1) • S6.S (S.O), Extra Urban S3.3 (S.3) * 76J 
(3.7), Combinoii 44.8 (6.3) - 67.3 (4.2). CO. emissions (g/km) 146 - na 

aiiiti i*»r»3w>r8 8w<eioiee^^W9>iwa>wew mM 4 4enMrvan<H8PT6A]« a •>»»>^pwe Iverseiii >9%»n^w»a«ae>i*Zv9enondi v 8 y 89d*aawge n »k 

taiili tg i8 III* >!■ e<cr OIIIW— e^lai ^ - 

waaMMi6‘a<8—>»ekpq»—t—m^gioanotet—>»did»%ii<%8)p^«»L»wtiWi iM9MO»»»Ma»iiiMi»iapdangMioin»aMiR.«»er«»a*8 iMi«MrttteMd4it8ifMr<ea9«i 

•mt m>99f€m m«a *8Mgafwi i n1aevese»o e<wiwiie9>«^rtie>noM‘:^i H own ^aw w omr I w 

•a V4M«i*»a4w«MaiM*«te« paa Mea^s ao.aiW>Mo«l ■■■m I eww Se*— . g^ ii6wi m»jPMnr i 0 atmm andeo^awaww^ia^w 

aar^aar»gn»Ma»ptgxii6«»<i »aai—ic—at%e«a6EftXf i .Xt» •Wtfta aa would w—iii^>V8hait>» s^wiamat^tiPMaMaag ^n mi ttmtumjmnutmmmammymurnrM 

'WvneMntgg ))wr ydtiOtOI»gwt twiwwiKgt»d»*iw»^06 OvatetvmtgttewecefDwo•%gt»eiwiggfrt» ■ao n ai'lTialk 


« «rak MM .Md Co tteoMOvo* ibAiMi v«l • 



EASY ON THE EYE 
AND THE ROCKET 

UNBEUEVABLE SA V/NOS FROM 
V/CTOR/A RARK MBZOB. 

VAT FIXED AT 2010 RATE'' 
Mazda contribution towards your deposit 
Fantastic performance 
Excellent fuel economy 

£15,230 


M3ZD33 TS 


NLix*i Ptrsonii ConCfACt Purchast R«pfts«oUttvt Lumsi*. Ma«Ia 3 1.6 5dr TS 

M nieiltblf Uacia D«m*M ' 0««itr 0»i IK* CMt«v»*r AnmrtI lrt»**8t Op1l***< 4fMi r«1*l «rM«Kt Anwtm EfCftt mletf* Darcll** tt f1i*« r*b* aep^*8M*li%* 

(.A«(r%dli*«k* I **#l 0fh§ 0$p0%0 *1 «f*«l <K*egt« ^f**M Mfti** f*!!**** <K**f* P*f «*4i» n r»>*s*8t *1 •*A*«*4f 

IVMni 


I (t.soo I tnc 


|C2 46§«0 Ciom^p Cf.m?' CAPfOrOO t1?.0«P.»0 UjOOO u,p» 


ARP* 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (i/IOOkm) for the Ma2da3 range (exci. MRS): Urban 26.7 (10.6) - 53.3 <5J), Extra Urban 46.316.1) 
72.4 (3.9), Combined 37^2 (7.6) - 64.2 (4.4). CO, emissions (g/km) 176 -117. 

A*i*iAwqw*>gi»tf t^gwA^>8la«■*ee»»(^■ ^ aiw*y»T>i**Jw w u WiH >j i mM »»ri^*yg4l<l8rt*J0i »*g>*Pw*i vg^4i y S#*K8— wJtebgwwr *3JK<«ir<«e*«MM«age>i«*sv 

mi9i4rl$mmfm0 I ■ *■ gwewgueWWN a ^t*e>lj4>» 14**•:■•**>Kgwwg SPWigggC ^f dCwW w tdwtwgw *»*»g»g>#»e * gii*Ceaww , Api»ggt»iaag»f*wggi»aww AArwwPgp wWg"Wi»*e gaaiSgaPa 
f*gvgawwq»«WA»wew»a»wA r*ew*r*eww>^b*—b8a*»tK»^ .U MP J * #nw*9Ad*><»^^t>Knyiivww<HwiW^e<»w«w^4yei**i» rgimMImteiAgM fsg»<«gt CwwwWMatidr 
m •S%7<^ >a|m*Wtgia^l^WWWiPbWw | l^ r IIIAISP* MT W Wa aw»M*ae W rSWk ywi *11 g^ii«p»>pm,ppa«,a6W Mr^naA tVW n ^Pwgwilw »wad»ta t.^a W e—»>■ > n p<4«»ea W d»* I—kAtr 


no**s rJMe«rtadW*t0V<*«W)Hn 
WWNM •]• Miea Ogg Ha CV«aw rWga 
*V HWHd Mw«i SV'WJH *94 


Cji yf to aodi yeur tost drivir* today. 

V/CTOR/A PARK MBZDB 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff CF11 8A0 


Freephone: 0800 021 4384 
www.victoriaDarkmazda.co.uK 
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Oa/59 REG HAT 

500 POP 



06/08 REG VAUXHALL 

ZAFIRA 1.6 UFE 

LOW MILES-A-C 


MANY MORE VBflClES AVAILABLE • 

DUI LEE OR TONY ON 029 2030 4020 FOR OETAHS 


TOO MANY TO LIST. JUST SMAU EXAMPLE OF CARS AVAILABLE . 
VISIT US TO V€M THE FUU RANGE 



NIL DEPOSIT I NIL DEPOSIT 

ONLY £34 Pn/£tS1 PM m ONLY £40 PW / £175 PM 
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10/10 REG VAUXHAU 

NEW SHAPE ASTRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE 
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NIL DEPOSIT 

ONLY £56 pn/£244 PM 
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so WHEN IT COMES TO BUYING YOUR NEXT CAR MAKE SURE YOU CALL JAMES & JENKINS 


JAMES & JENKINS 

StBdon RoBd. UandiiH North CurdM CF14 2FB 

( 029 ) 2030 4020 

UorvfneiQnYGJODvi SB 9IQn>^ Sm 


www.jannesancljenkins.co.uk 
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DUE TO REDEVELOPMENT WE HAVE MOVED OUR SALES DEPARTMENT 




More 

Choice 




NOW ALL UNDER ONE UMBRELLA MAESTEG CAR SALES HAVE COME TO BRIDGEND 
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Take a look! 


Ex-Motability Cars 


used cars with nearly new m iles!!! 
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BRAND NEW MOTABILITY 
SCOOTERS AVAILABLE 
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WE^E GOT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Hr^ 



'itilMMIrfllf NTtfrllifTIff OF BRIDGEND 

South RO, Cowbndge RD, Bridgend CF3I 3UL 01656 

bridgend@gills4car^..uiii 650446 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Weekdays 9om-6pm 
Saturdays 9afn-5pm 
Sundays 10 30om-4pm 
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09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6VVT Sport 3-Dr 
Hatchback. In metallic red with anthracite 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, auto dimming, 
rear view mirror, front fogs, only 16,500 miles 
..£8,250 


09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr' 
Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, 
alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, 
front fog lights, only 8,890 miles. £7,995 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles. £31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

53 SUZUKI Jimny 1.2 02 Edition 3Dr Soft Top Convertible. In black with anthracite interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric windows, alloy wheels, only 36,700 miles. £4,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 

control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

07 BMW 520d SE 2.0Ltd 4-Dr Saloon. In Monaco blue with black leather interior, 17” alloy wheels, 

automatic air con, cruise control, traction control system, only 55,400 miles. £12,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

03 BMW 3 Series 3.0 330 Ci Convertible in Topaz Blue with Montana grey leather interior, 6-CD 

changer, heated seats, automatic air cn, traction control system, only 55,200 miles. £9.495 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

53 MERCEDES Benz CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Automatic 2-Dr Coupe. In Cubanite silver with 
grey Alpaca leather interior, climate control, automatic lights, alloy wheels, multi-CD, service history, 

only 42,600 miles.£8,995 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles. £7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

51 BMW 3 Series 2.5 325Ci Sport 2-Dr Coupe. In Oxford green with black Montana leather interior, 
automatic air con, multi-CD changer, alarm, 18” alloy wheels, only 81,000 miles. £5,995 

Y PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 2-Dr Convertible. In arctic silver with black leather interior, multi-CD, heat¬ 
ed seats, 17” 5-spoke alloy wheels, only 51,250 miles.£11,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles. ..£15,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles. £9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-Dr Hatchback. In sapphire black with anthracite interior, CD, 

climate control, alloy wheels, front fogs, only 52,000 miles. £10,495 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

05 MAZDA 3Sport 2.0 5-dr Hatchback. In winning blue with ebony cloth, 17” alloy wheels, climate con¬ 
trol, multi CD, front fogs, only 57,390 miles. £5,995 


» 1 
\ 1 


FAMILY 


07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16V 98 Dynamique 5- W 04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback, 

dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon H Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, 

sport interior, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, ■ colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, electric 

only 15,060 miles.£6,495 H windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles 

04 04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

04 54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

03 53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black leather interior, air 

con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, only 46,400 miles.£4,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

89 G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

09 58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles I 

.£12,995 ' 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interior, quick clear 

screen, air con, CD, aux input, alloy wheels, only 10,700 miles.£6,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles.£4,495 

04 54 FORD Mondeo Ghia 5-Dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with ebony interior, 6-CD changer, auto¬ 
matic air con, alarm, immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 5,300 miles.£4,395 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

03 53 NISSAN Almera Tino 1.8S 5-dr MPV in starburst silver with granite grey interior, climate control, 

CD, immobiliser, steering wheel mounted controls, only 59,870 miles.£3,495 

03 03 FORD Focus 1.6 16v LX 5-Dr Hatchback. In blue with midnight black interior, air con, quick clear 

screen, alloy wheels, service history, only 71,000 miles.£3,495 

09 09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6VVT Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In metallic red with anthracite interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, auto dimming, rear view mirror, front fogs, only 16,500 miles.£8,250 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport SE 3-Dr Hatchback. In panther black with black/red leather interior, air con, 

alloy wheels, CD, privacy glass, only 19,600 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic Duologic 5-Dr In Guacamole green with yellow Move interior, air con, 

CD, central locking, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 30,500 miles.£4,495 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

05 55 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v Expression 3-Dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, air con, 

CD, panoramic roof, only 49,600 miles.£4,495 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

04 53 RENAULT Clio Authentique 3-dr hatchback in platinum with voile green interior, CD, alarm, power 

steering, body coloured bumpers, only 57,500 miles.£2,995 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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ChipsAway 

Don’t let a scratch on your car 
put a dent in your pocket! 

Qtiality, mobile repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs ^15 ^ 

/ 2 - 1 * \ 

• Bumper scuffs U 9 

• Paintwork scratches ^ ^ 

• Minor dents ChtOSjAwSV 

• Interior trim _ _ 

wc pMt M • MC tiM ear 

• Small accidental damage 

• Alloy wheels 

• Repairs fully guaranteed 


Call us now on: 

Paul: Yale & Cowbndge 07904 840202 

Martyn: Bridgend 07850 741307 V 

Gerwyn: Maesteg 07530 931384 
David: Llantrisant/Pontypridd 07950 058595 
Rob: Penarth 07538 088628 

to arrange for your 
free estimate or visit / 


www.chipsaway.co.uk 


Comad PAUL LBMK on 07t11 256417or 08433 206232or pAinffMQiMatityc.oojMlt 
WM Tfuai 8 V«i Cordrf. Road. Uokwttt) Ind Eat. Cardm CF11 BAT 

vifww. yanvoomco.uk 


Flat Ducato 40 Maxi Minibus 
LWBXL6 
HR 3.0 Utre 
160 bhp 
17 seater 
with COIF 




£26995 


Selection of new & used vehicles 
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Flat Scudo Special Edition 

£9995! 
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04 JAGUAR S-Type 
3.0 SE Auto 



In sea frost silver with beige 
leather trim, 49,000 miles 

£6,995 


03 VW BEETLE 
2.0 Convertible 



In ice blue, 52,000 miles, 
stylish 4 seater 

£6,995 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors. 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


^ www.garywatsonmotorcompar 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


52 Audi n Roadster '225' 


MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Est Auto. Silver with black leather, 22,000mls . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £22,995 

JAGUAR XK8 convertible. In racing greeen with cream leather, 37,000 miles, host of extras.£17,995 

BMW 520 Diesel SE. In black, 69,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£11,995 

BMW 530 Diesel SE Automatic. In black with black leatehr trim, sat nav, 18” alloys.£8,995 

SEAT Alhambra 1.9 TDi Auto in silver beech met, 44,000 miles, 2 owners, 7-seater.£8,495 

MINI Cooper. In black with white roof, 35,000 miles with a/c, cruise, cd, half leather.£7,995 

HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

AUDI TT Roadster ‘225’ In red with leather trim, 81,000 miles with Xenons, Bose multi CD etc.£7,995 

MERCEDES C230 Sport SE Auto. Black with black leather trim, 2 owners.£5,995 

JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto, in sea frost silver with beige leather trim, 49,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

BMW 320 Diesel SE Touring. Steel blue, low mileage example at.£6,995 

VW Beetle 2.0 convertible. In ice blue, 52,000 miles, stylish 4 seater.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0VVTi XT3. In silver, 89,000 miles, 2 owners with leather trim.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 307 Convertible Met. grey, low mileage example of this 4 seater convertible.£5,695 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c . . £4,695 

BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car with a/c, alloys etc .£4,695 

CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

SUBARU Impreza 2.0 GX Sport AWD Automatic. In met blue, 45,000 miles, superb value.£3,995 

VW Golf 1.8 Clipper convertible. In white with navy soft top, owned by VW enthusiast.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


07 FORD S-Max 2.0TDCi Zetec. In silver, 61,000 miles, one owner, diesel 7 seater.£11,995 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met, low miles.£7,995 

07 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto (New model). In met blue, low mileage example in excellent condition.. . . £6,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.9 TDi FR 3-dr. In gun metal metallic, 51,000 miles, very lively diesel at.£6,995 

06 VW Beetle 2.0. In met blue, 49,000 miles with a/c etc.£6,995 

59 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

57 PEUGEOT 308 1.6 HDi Sport 5-dr in met red, 1 owner with a/c, cruise control, etc.£6.995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.4 VVTi 5-dr in silver birch, 54,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£5,995 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 TDCi Ghia 5-dr. In black, 70,000 miles. Top of the range diesel.£5,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver birch, 56,000 mile family hatch.£5,495 

54 FORD Focus 2.0 TDCi Titanium 3-dr. In electric blue, 73,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 Desire. In met blue, 39,000 miles, versatile family hatch.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0cc. In ice blue, 33,000 miles with full leather trim, 2 owners, convertible at.£4,695 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in silver, low mileage example of this versatile model.£4,495 

55 SMART For Four 1.1 Passion Auto. Silver over met grey, 8,000 miles, 1 owner example.£4,495 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In black, 28,000 miles, superb example at.£4,295 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.... REDUCED BY £800 TO £3,995 

07 PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

04 FORD Street Ka in electric blue, 17,000 miles, 2 owner convertible at.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,495 

55 FORD Ka 1.3 Style. In silver, 41,600 miles, nice looking example at.£3,295 

05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE 5-dr in met blue, 35,000 miles with cd, c/I, e/w.£2,995 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-dr. In met blue, 72,000 miles, 1 private owner with air con.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Billabong in met lime g reen, 67,000 miles, sunroof and a/c.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 1.8 T SE in met gold, 77,000 miles, fantastic value for money.£2,795 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch. REDUCED BY £200 TO £1,995 



In red with leather trim, 
81,000 miles with Zenons, 
Bose multi CD etc. 

£7,995 


54 Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi 
Titanium 3-dr 



In electric blue, 73,000 miles, 
fantastic MPG 

£5,495 


07 FORD S-Max 
2.0 TDCi Zetec 



In silver, 61,000 miles, one 
owner, diesel 7-seater. 

£11,995 


56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Elegance Automatic 



In met blue with 
black leather, 37,000 miles 

£4,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE nwwmmmm 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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B SQUASH TEAM 
SHINE.. • but the As 

and Cs struggle in games 


A MAXIMUM haul of 
match points was achieved 
by Cowbridge B Bar 44 in 
their most recent match at 
home to Rhiwbina D - 
much-needed to preserve 
their South Glam Division 
One status. 

The As and Cs could only man¬ 
age scores of seven and five 
points at Cardiff C and UHW A 
respectively, to make the prospect 
of relegation a stark reality in each 
case. However, there is still 
enough squash to be played in the 
three remaining matches to see 
themselves to safety. 

B team Bar 44 skipper Russ 
Watts picked the strongest line-up 
available in an effort to secure 
some big points to consolidate the 
team’s league position. 

Richard Ford (No 3) and Julian 
Jenkins were first on court, aim¬ 
ing to set a solid start - both play¬ 
ers returned fairly comfortable 9-5 
and 9-3 first games. Ford contin¬ 
ued to keep up the pressure and 
finished even more strongly 9-3, 
9-1 to produce a fine 3-0 result. 

Jenkins, however, suffered a bit 
of a blip in the second game (0-9) 
before returning to more accurate 
serving and length to close out 9- 
5, 9-3 for a 3-1, and give the team 
a solid 2-0 platform to build on. 

Colin Baxter at No 5 and Chris 
Ranger at No 2 were next to take 
up tfc cause - both returning wins 
but with contrasting ease. Ranger, 
very much aware of the unortho¬ 
dox style and racket touch of 
opponent Tony Powell from previ¬ 
ous campaigns, concentrated on 


ball pace and early shot selection 
to be the order of the evening and 
came through 9-2, 9-6, 9-6 to 
secure the match win and bonus 
points. 

Baxter’s opponent was, what’s 
known in the trade as ‘a runner’ 
and was happy to chase down 
everything the Cowbridge No 5 
could hit his way - so much so CB 
found himself 1-2 down before 
slowing his tactics with lobs and 
drops to break up his opponent’s 
rhythm - finally winning 10-8 in 
the fifth. 

All that was left was for No 1 
Paul Reynish to put the icing on 
the cake for a maximum points 
win - this he did with a workman¬ 
like 3-0 victory over the highly 
competitive Rhiwbina No 1, 
Kingsley Rees. Match result 20-3 
(with bonuses). 

Cowbridge A Bar 44 travelled 
to Cardiff Squash Club to take on 
their D team who they trailed by 
just five points in the very tight 
South Wales League IB East. 

However, by the end of the 
evening they trailed their oppo¬ 
nents by considerably more (14 
points) and reside at the foot of the 
table with three to play (two 
home, one away). Following four 
promotions on the trot, the As 
seem to have found their level and 
can hopefully retain it with crucial 
home matches versus St Mellons 
C and Newport D. 

Points were scored through the 
team order with only Jon Bisson 
struggling to find some form at 
No 2. 

Niall Sloan returned two games 
from his five-setter at No 5 while 


Cowbridge man-of-the-match 
Simon Payne brought in a splen¬ 
did 3-0 win at No 4. Garfield 
Leask (No 3) and Nick Guard (No 
1) picked up a point each to con¬ 
tribute to a final match score of 7- 
16. 

UHW A hosted Cowbridge C 
Shampan and proceeded to avenge 
a defeat at the Cowbridge courts 
a few weeks previous - the Heath 
hospital-based team running out 
4-1 winners. Mike Burnett (No 5) 
was the only Cowbridge winner 
on the night with a 3-1 win. Tony 
Steele was the only other 
Cowbridge points scorer on the 
night in going down 2-3 at No 4. 

Colin Giles (9-10, 6-9 7-9) , 
Hugh Wallace (6-9, 7-9, 6-9) and 
Dave Matthews (7-9, 1-9, 9-10) 
all put in brave efforts but for no 
return - match result 5-17. 

The next fixtures see the Cs 
travel to Div 3 bottom placed Old 
Penarthians C, the Bs travel to Div 
1 leaders David Lloyds B, while 
the As play hosts to St Mellons C 
in South Wales Div IB east 
(Athletic Ground - Thursday, at 
7pm) looking for big points to 
climb the league to mid-table 
safety (all support welcome). 

Club details from chairman 
Clive Prigg (01446 773729) or 
club skipper - 

russ.watts@btopenworld. com 

RUSS WATTS 


Cowbridge under-12s 
cruise to semi-finals 


Under-12s Dowlais 
(Blues Cup 
Quarter Final) 
COWBRIDGE had 
an easier than 
expected passage 
into the semi finals 
of the Blues Cup at 
Dowlais, outscoring 
their opponents by 
seven tries to one. 

Cowbridge killed off 
the tie in the first half, 
with Toff Patel scoring 
an excellent try with a 
break from just inside the 
Dowlais half. 

Within a few minutes 
Osian John found Dan 
Bunney on his shoulder 
and a fine offload saw the 
centre race under the 
posts for the second try. 

A further two tries by 
Dan Bunney gave the 
visitors the lead at half 
time by 28 points to nil, 
outside half Cai Evans 
having converted all four 
tries. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half Cowbridge took 
up where they left off 
when Toff Patel crashed 
over for his second try 
which was unconverted. 

Dowlais were unable 
to break down the 
Cowbridge defence, with 
Duncan Ace, Harry 
Hopkins and Tom Evans 
pulling off a number of 
aggressive tackles. 

The Cowbridge pack 
were now rampant and it 
came as no surprise when 
wing Harrison Stevens 
scored the sixth try with a 
fine individual run. 


The Cowbridge 
replacements then came 
off the bench with good 
effect with Will Couzins 
and Ollie Rampling both 
catching the eye. 

With five minutes of 
play remaining Alex 
Meeson scored a solitary 
try for Dowlais, which he 
also converted. 

However, Cowbridge 
had the last word when 
Ben Terry broke away, 
and with combination of 
speed and aggression 
forced his way over to 
score the final try, leav¬ 
ing Cowbridge with a 
convincing win of 47 
points to 7. 

Under-lls Llandaff 
North (Home) 
COWBRIDGE kicked 
off and immediately 
applied pressure on the 
opposition defence. 

The forward line-up of 
Cameron Roy, Dan 
Marshall, Dylan Cottle, 
Ellis Simon and William 
Davies worked well to 
secure lots of quality 
ball, while half backs 
Morgan Gore and loan 
Lewis moved the ball 
expertly to allow the dan¬ 
gerous Cowbridge strike 
runners plenty of space. 

Evan Williams, Max 
Cunnington and Rhys 
Davies all saw plenty of 
ball and each added 
scores in the first third. 

Llandaff North scored 
a try on the whistle and 
the next third saw 
Llandaff double their 
total. 

However, Cowbridge 


hit back through Angus 
James and Max 
Cunnington. 

Tries from Bevan 
Howells, Sam Corkill, 
Rhys Bradshaw and a 
fourth for Evan Williams 
secured a comfortable 
win for Cowbridge by 84 
points to 12. 

Squad: Angus James, 
Bevan Howells, Cameron 
Roy, Dan Marshall, 


Dylan Cottle, Ellis 
Simon, Evan Williams, 
loan Lewis, James 
Guard, Max Cunnington, 
Max Lucas, Morgan 
Gore, Oliver Reynolds, 
Rhys Bradshaw, Rhys 
Davies, Sam Corkill, Tom 
Jose, William Davies. 

MTL 


Cricket club’s 
new season 


AFTER a fantastic 
season last year, the 
Vale Cricket Club is 
gearing up for the 
new season in 
Division Two of the 
Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire 
Cricket League, 
having clinched 
promotion on a 
thrilling final day 
last season. 

The ambitious club 
will be playing at the 
highest level of cricket in 
its short eight-year histo¬ 
ry and, having already 
made some shrewd sign¬ 
ings throughout the win¬ 
ter, is still looking recruit 
players for the forthcom¬ 
ing season. 

Based at the pictur¬ 
esque Corntown Cricket 
Club, Ewenny, Vale CC 
field Eirst, Second and 
Third senior sides each 


Saturday, junior teams 
ranging from under-9s to 
under-15 age groups, as 
well as regular Sunday 
and mid-week friendly 
fixtures. 

Vale CC welcomes all 
new members whatever 
age or ability. Senior 
winter nets are currently 
taking place on Monday 
evenings at Cowbridge 
School between 7.30pm 
and 8.30pm, with junior 
training at the same 
venue, Sundays 2pm- 
4pm, where qualified 
coaches are always in 
attendance. 

There is also Eirst 
team coaching/net ses¬ 
sions on Thursday 
evenings from 8.30pm- 
9.30pm at Neath Cricket 
club under the guidance 
of professional coaching. 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion, contact Richard 
Adamec, club secretary, 
on 07912 747112 or visit 
WWW. valecc. co. uk 
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GEM sport 


AFTER OVERCOMING SCOTLAND, ITALY AND IRELAND... 

Can Wales add to French blues? 


“Tough times produce tough men. Playing against 
the top teams in the world (from the southern 
hemisphere) has made us battle-hardened and 
that’s why we were able to win today. It might not 
have happened before - Shaun Edwards. 

“We matched their physicality and it’s given us a 
lot of confidence’’ - Matthew Rees. 

T he Wales defence coach and 

team captain were talking in the 
immediate aftermath of a pulsat¬ 
ing game against Ireland at the 
Millennium Stadium on Saturday, that 
saw the home team record their third 
Six Nations victory in a row with anoth¬ 
er robust defensive effort. 

The final scoreboard read 19-13, after a 
typically hard-fought match that could hard¬ 
ly qualify as a rugby classic - but was cer¬ 
tainly high in drama and excitement. 

This was played out in front of a fervent 
74,233 capacity crowd, who would have 
raised the stadium roof if it hadn’t been left 
open at the request of the Irish camp - pre¬ 
sumably in a forlorn attempt to lower the 
intimidating volume of sound! 

And drama there was in plenty almost 
from the opening whistle, as Irish skipper 
Brian O’Driscoll angled through a gap in the 


B/VCK P/VGE COMMENT by Don John 


defensive line for a worryingly easy try con¬ 
verted by outside half Ronan O’Gara. 

Wales opposite number James Hook, who 
looked very comfortable in his favoured 
Number 10 role, then hit the upright with his 
first penalty attempt, before successfully 
landing two others; and newly-restored right 
wing Leigh Halfpenny also punished Irish 
transgressions with a fine long range effort. 

O’Gara replied with two penalty kicks that 
little did we know would be the end of Irish 
scoring, as the teams turned round with 
Wales 9-13 in arrears. 

Ten minutes into the second half came the 
controversial incident, that has since domi¬ 
nated the media headlines, when an Irish 
miskick to touch saw skipper Matthew Rees 
take a quick throw-in to scrum half Mike 
Phillips, who caught the defence napping and 
galloped along the touchline for a try which 
man-of-the-match Hook smoothly converted. 

It later transpired that the throw-in (and 
the touchdown) should have been disallowed 
as a different ball had been used, to the utter 
consternation of the Irish camp - though in 
truth they had unwisely ignored the time- 
honoured boxing maxim - ‘always face your 
opponent and be prepared to defend yourself at 
all times’. 


Soon afterwards, a still smarting Ireland 
had a try disallowed and replacement outside 
half Jonathan Sexton then added to their 
woes with a missed penalty, before Hook 
applied the coup de gras with his final suc¬ 
cessful penalty. 

The gritty home defence had to withstand 
one last frenzied onslaught from the men in 
green deep into injury time, but held out as 
the final whistle went, amid scenes of jubila¬ 
tion and Welsh camp satisfaction at a diffi¬ 
cult job well done. 

Afterwards, Wales head coach Warren 
Gatland had little sympathy for Irish protes¬ 
tations, pointing out, not without some justi¬ 
fication, that Wales too have been on the 
wrong end of match officials’ ‘howlers’ in the 
past that could have been game changers. 

He was happy to accept a result that after 
France’s shock 22-21 defeat by Italy, has left 
Wales well placed in second spot to front 
runners England (who scraped a narrow 22- 
16 win over Scotland on Sunday); and his 
team still have an outside chance of the 
championship, as they head for the last 
round in Paris this weekend. 

Until prop Craig Mitchell went off injured 
in the early stages of the match against 
Ireland, Gatland was facing a dilemma - 


whether to stick with a winning team or risk 
bringing back fit again Adam Jones at tight 
head for Le Crunch. 

Now he has to decide whether to restore 
Jones, who has had 20 minutes game time, to 
the starting line-up - or continue with the 
front row that ended the match on Saturday 
and keep Jones in reserve on the bench. 

An added complication is the injury to 
Shane Williams, which has deprived the little 
maestro of his Six Nations swansong (assum¬ 
ing, of course, that he holds to his declared 
intention to retire after the Rugby World 
Cup later this year). 

His absence could see the return of young¬ 
ster George North, when the team is 
announced today. 

With French players licking their wounds, 
following their humiliating defeat to ‘lowly’ 
Italy - and a vitriolic public tongue-lashing 
from their head coach - the Welsh camp will 
be setting off in good spirits to face a drasti¬ 
cally reshaped France. 

At the same time, despite another impres¬ 
sively rugged defensive display, the team as a 
whole has yet to hit top gear, particularly 
when it comes to all-out attack. 

Perhaps in Paris on Saturday night, we will 
finally see them add to French blues with 
the kind of flowing threequarter movements 
that such hard-won possession deserves! 


KIDWELLY 
PENCOED PHOENIX 
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BrynhMI (Barry) Golf Club 

PROMOTIONAL OFFER 

First 50 
new members 

£400 

Conditions Apply - JOIN NOW 


Brynhill Golf Club, 
Port Road, Barry, 
CF62 8PN 

enquiries(g 

brynhill 

golfclub.co.uk 

Telephone: 

01446 720277 

www.brynhill 

golfclub.co.uk 





Second half performance costs 
the Phoenix dear in Kidwelly 


PENCOED 
Phoenix travelled 
to Kidwelly for 
their second match 
in Division 1 West. 

The hosts dominated 
the opening quarter ter¬ 
ritorially, and only the 
committed defence of 
Phoenix kept them at 
bay on a number of 
occasions. Skipper 
Marina Newth led by 
example with a big hit 
in her own 22. 

Full-back Sarah 
Hughes also cleaned up 
well under pressure dur¬ 
ing this period. 

Phoenix then struck 
on the counter attack, 
releasing left wing 
Sammy Jo Humphrey 
some 60 metres out, 
with Humphrey show¬ 
ing the Kidwelly 
defence a clean pair of 
heels to score at the 
posts; Emma Winch 


converted. 

Kidwelly hit back 
with a close-up try from 
their scrum-half. 

Phoenix then got 
their second try, this 
time Humphrey the 
provider, beating a 
number of defenders in 
a 40-metre run before 
scrum-half Louise Jones 
crossed from the ensu¬ 
ing ruck ball. 

The Phoenix scrum 
was putting pressure on 
Kidwelly possession, 
only to have this advan¬ 
tage negated at the half¬ 
time interval with the 
home side opting for 
uncontested scrums. 

This appeared to 
change the course of the 
match, Kidwelly getting 
an early second half 
score to level matters. 
As the half progressed, 
the home side increased 
their lead to 22-12 
before Sophie Francis 


kept Phoenix in the 
match with a 70-metre 
try, showing good sus¬ 
tained pace. 

A try in the latter 
stages from Kidwelly 
sealed a 27-17 home 
win. 

Phoenix will be dis¬ 
appointed with their 
second half perform¬ 
ance; however, they can 
take some comfort from 
the fact they are able to 
compete at this level. 

A frustration for the 
team is that more expe¬ 
rienced sides opt for 
passive scrums in 
league matches! 

Kidwelly chose 
Marina Newth up front, 
and Louise Jones 
behind as their Phoenix 
players of the match. 

On Sunday, Phoenix 
travel to Abercwmboi 
for a Plate Competition 
match. 



ABOVE: Sam Humphreys breaks away with 
Jo Poupon and Michelle Fitzgerald in support. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by JULIE HANCOCK). 
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CoRteU drt pfovid qg you 
v%^ih an iriclvii^iva opporlLOlty tn 
joir Ihcir 9oUir9 community 

Tee time& available 
between 9am-12 Noon. 

Players made up into 4 BalU 
Prixeo for orvcourae Competitions 

[^or\ lh*» day fereive a FREE 
fiflsftion or fiimuLatorfi and a tour of 
the nature trail and tisKng lake 


Sign up on the Day to Benefit from: 

I Unlimited use of Two Courses 

I Direct Debit Avnilablef 

I Receive the rest of April for FREE 

1 17 5% Discount on Food and Beverage Items 

IPnority Booking 

I FREE Use of Golf Simulators 

I FREE Use of Snooker/Pool, Fishing, Nature Trail 





ON !;j 11 r,‘i’N 

■ I I 


SINUtOH.Gyilf (F54$i 
Id 01441 7^781 F 











































